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CHAPTER
1 AN ACT concerning
2 Health Insurance - Task Forceto Study Accessto Mental Health Services
FOR the purpose of establishing the Task Force on Access to Mental Health Services;
specifying the duties of the Task Force; specifying the members of the Task

3

4

5 Force; requiring the members of the Task Force to select a chairman of the Task
6 Force; requiring the Task Force to invite the participation of and solicit
7
8
9

commentary from certain interested parties; requiring the Task Force to submit
a certain repert reports to the Governor and the General Assembly by a certain
date dates; providing for the termination of this Act; and generdly relating to
access to mental health services.

1

o

11 SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
12 MARYLAND, That:

13 @ ThereisaTask Force on Access to Mental Health Services.

14 (b) The Task Force consists of the following members:

15 (D Two members of the Senate of Maryland, appointed by the President
16 of the Senate;

17 (2 Two members of the House of Delegates, appointed by the Speaker of
18 the House,

19 ©)] The Secretary of Health and Mental Hygiene or the Secretary's

20 designes;

21 4 The Maryland Insurance Commissioner or the Commissioner's

22 designee; and



SENATE BILL 252

1 (5) Nine members appointed by the Governor as follows:

2 [0)] Three representatives of the health care services industry who
3 arelicensed, certified, or otherwise authorized to practice a health occupation under
4 the Health Occupations Article;

5 (i) Three representatives of insurance carriersthat offer health
6 care coverage in the commercia market; and

7 i Three consumer members who receive, or have afamily
8 member who receives, mental health care services.

9 5

10 Commissioner:

11 @

12 industry;

13 B

14 erganizaton—and

15

28 (© The Task Force shall invite the participation of and solicit commentary

29 from all interested parties who are not members of the Task Force.

30 € (d) The members of the Task Force shall select a chairman from the
31 membership of the Task Force.

32 4] (€ The Maryland Insurance Administration and the Department of
33 Health and Mental Hygiene shall provide staff for the Task Force.
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1 € (f) A member of the Task Force:
2 (1) May not receive compensation; but

3 (2 Is entitled to reimbursement for expenses under the Standard State
4 Travel Regulations, as provided in the State budget.

5 © (@ The Task Force shall study and make recommendations regarding:

5

e Insurance Article and 8 19-703.1 of the Health - Generd Article; and

10 (2 @ Examinethe The systemic barriers experienced by
11 commercially-insured individuals when attempting to access community treatment;
12 and

13 B Makerecommendatians

14 3 How to ensure that commercially-insured individual s have access to
15 medicaly-necessary menta health treatment;

16 4 The difference in mental health services coverage provided by the
17 public menta health system, commercial health insurers, and commercial health
18 maintenance organizations;

19 (5) The structure and effectiveness of the public and private mental
20 hedlth caredelivery systemsin the State; and

21 (6) The impact on the cost of hedlth care coverage in the State of any
22 recommended changes to the coverage or ddlivery of mental health care services.

23 e (h) FheFaskFereeshalrepert On or before December 31, 2003, the

24 Task Force shall issuea prdiminary report of its findings, and on or before December
25 31, 2004, shall issue a final report of its findings and recommendations to the

26 Governor, and in accordance with § 2-1246 of the State Government Article, the

27 Genera Assembly-en-or-beforeDecember-31,-2003.

28 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shal take

29 effect July 1, 2003. It shall remain effective for aperiod of 1 year and 6 months and,
30 at the end of December 31, 2003 2004, with no further action required by the General
31 Assembly, this Act shall be abrogated and of no further force and effect.
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