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CHAPTER____

1 AN ACT concerning

2 Family Law - Children-—DeFaeto-Custody-and Task Force on Kinship

3 Caregivers

FOR the purpose of auth
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20
21 ; 5
22 establishing a Task Force on Kinship Caregivers; establishing the membership
23 of the Task Force; providing staff support for the Task Force; prohibiting a

24 member of the Task Force from receiving certain compensation; authorizing a
25 member of the Task Force to be reimbursed for certain expenses; providing for
26 the duties of the Task Force; requiring the Task Force to issue its findings and
27 recommendations by a certain date; providing for the termination of the Task

28 Force; definingeertain-terms:providing for the-applicationof this-Aet; and
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1 generally relating to ehild-eustody-proceedings a Task Force on Kinship
2 Caregivers.
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26 9-503-

27 & & AREEATIVE SEEKING-CUSTODY OF A CHIED- UNDER THIS SUBTTLE
28 SHAELFHEEAPETTHONIN-EQUITY- COURTTHAT STATES:

29 & THEREEATVEIS THE BDEFACTO- CUSTODIAN-OF THE- CHIED:
30 AND
31 ab IS INTHE BESTINTEREST OFTHE-CHIED- THATTHE

32 PEHHONERBE-GRANTED-CUSTODY OETHE CHIED BECAUSE:

33 + THE-CHIED S PARENTIS UNEFTO HAVE CUSTODY-OR
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29 D) & EXCEPT-AS-PROVIDEDIN-PARAGRAPH-(2)-OF FTHIS SUBSECHONIN
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1 db THE DESIRABHATY-OF MAINTAINING EAMILY REEATONSHIPS
2 WTHHE-CHHIED- AND-CONHNUITY-OF THE FAMILY UNITHIN-THE BDE FACTO
3 CUSTODIANS HOME:

4 &b THESTABHATY- AND-CERTAINTY OF THE- CHIED S EUTURE-WITH
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10 SECTION 2- 1. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That:

11 (a) There is a Task Force on Kinship Caregivers.

12 (b) The Task Force consists of the following members:

13 €))] one member of the Senate, appointed by the President of the Senate;
14 2) one member of the House of Delegates, appointed by the Speaker of

15 the House;

16 3) the Attorney General, or the Attorney General's designee;

17 @) the Secretary of Health and Mental Hygiene, or the Secretary's

18 designee;

19 5) the Secretary of Human Resources, or the Secretary's designee;

20 (6) the Secretary of Juvenile Services, or the Secretary's designee;

21 @) the Special Secretary for Children, Youth, and Families, or the

22 Speetal-Seeretary's Governor's designee;

23 ®) one representative from the Maryland Association of Counties;

24 ) one representative from the Maryland Municipal League;

25 (10) one representative from Generations United;

26 (1) one representative from the Children's Defense Fund;

27 (12) one representative from AARP Grandparent Information Center;

28 (13) one representative from Solutions for Children and Caregivers, Inc.;
29 (14) one representative from the National Committee of Grandparents for

30 Children's Rights; and

31 (15) two kinship caregivers, to be appointed by the Governor.
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1 (©) The Governor shall designate the chair of the Task Force.

2 (d) The Office-of Children, Youth,-and Families Department of Human
3 Resources shall provide staff support to the Task Force.

4 (e) A member of the Task Force may not receive compensation for serving on
5 the Task Force, but is entitled to reimbursement for expenses under the Standard
6 State Travel Regulations, as provided in the State budget.

7 ® The Task Force shall:
8 @))] assess the current kinship care system in the State;

9 2) examine the historical record of hurdles and obstacles that kinship
10 caregivers have faced when acquiring legal custody of children;

11 3) study the legal challenges pertaining to the custody or adoption of
12 children in kinship care, such as:

13 (6))] improving the system that transfers custody to kinship
14 relatives;

15 (i) facilitating the prompt resolution of custody issues; and

16 (ii1) moving these custody cases through the court system so the
17 cases do not linger without resolution;

18 “) compare the State's statistics for placing children in permanent
19 placements with relative caregivers with other states' statistics and with the national
20 average which is significantly higher than the State's average; and

21 5) make recommendations on the feasibility of instituting a program
22 similar to a Kinship Navigator Program as outlined in federal legislation that would

23 address the challenges faced by grandparent and other relative caregivers and help

24 them obtain federal and state assistance regarding their kinship care role.

25 (2) The Task Force shall report its findings and recommendations to the
26 Governor and, in accordance with § 2-1246 of the State Government Article, the
27 General Assembly, on or before December 31, 2006.

28 SECTION 3: 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That-Section2 this Act

29 shall take effect October 1, 2005. It shall remain in effect for 1 year and 4 months and,
30 at the end of January 31, 2007, with no further action required by the General

31 Assembly, Seetien2-of this Act shall be abrogated and of no further force and effect.

32 SECHON4AAND BEJFEURTHER ENACTED, That-this- Actshall-apply-only
33 to-casesfiled-on-oraftertheeffective-date-of this-Aet:

35 thisAetthisAetshall-take-effeet-October 12005
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