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A BILL ENTITLED

1 AN ACT concerning

2 Environment - Methyl Tertiary Butyl Ether, Ethyl Tertiary Butyl Ether, and
3 Tertiary Amyl Methyl Ether - Prohibition

4 FOR the purpose of prohibiting, on or after a certain date, a person from selling,
5 offering for sale, supplying or offering for supply gasoline that contains more
6 than a certain amount of methyl tertiary butyl ether, ethyl tertiary butyl ether,
7 or tertiary amyl methyl ether by volume; prohibiting, on or after a certain date,
8 a person from selling, offering for sale, supplying or offering for supply gasoline
9 that contains methyl tertiary butyl ether, ethyl tertiary butyl ether, or tertiary

10 amyl methyl ether; authorizing the Department of the Environment to adopt
11 certain regulations; and generally relating to prohibiting the sale or supply of
12 gasoline that contains certain oxygenates.

13 BY adding to
14 Article - Environment
15 Section 4-404
16 Annotated Code of Maryland
17 (1996 Replacement Volume and 2004 Supplement)

18 Preamble

19 WHEREAS, Methyl tertiary butyl ether ("MTBE"), the most common oxygenate
20 added to gasoline and other fuel products used in the State and throughout the
21 United States, may leak into and contaminate groundwater supplies; and
22 WHEREAS, MTBE is water soluble and, therefore, difficult and costly to remove
23 from water; and
24 WHEREAS, MTBE, while colorless, has a turpentine-like taste and smell which
25 can be detected at extremely low concentrations; and
26 WHEREAS, MTBE and other chemically similar oxygenates may be human
27 carcinogens and pose other potential health risks, including, but not limited to,
28 memory loss, asthma and skin irritation; and
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1 WHEREAS, As water is a precious and vital resource to the State's growing
2 population, agricultural industry, Chesapeake Bay, and unique environment, the
3 General Assembly finds and declares that it is imperative that the State halt further
4 contamination and pollution of the State's groundwater supplies by potentially
5 harmful oxygenates; now, therefore,

6 SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
7 MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

8 Article - Environment

9 4-404.

10 (A) ON OR AFTER OCTOBER 1, 2006, A PERSON MAY NOT SELL, OFFER FOR
11 SALE, SUPPLY, OR OFFER FOR SUPPLY GASOLINE THAT CONTAINS MORE THAN 0.5%,
12 BY VOLUME, OF:

13 (1) METHYL TERTIARY BUTYL ETHER;

14 (2) ETHYL TERTIARY BUTYL ETHER; OR

15 (3) TERTIARY AMYL METHYL ETHER.

16 (B) ON OR AFTER OCTOBER 1, 2010, A PERSON MAY NOT SELL, OFFER FOR
17 SALE, SUPPLY, OR OFFER FOR SUPPLY GASOLINE THAT CONTAINS:

18 (1) METHYL TERTIARY BUTYL ETHER;

19 (2) ETHYL TERTIARY BUTYL ETHER; OR

20 (3) TERTIARY AMYL METHYL ETHER.

21 (C) THE DEPARTMENT MAY ADOPT REGULATIONS NECESSARY FOR THE
22 IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS SECTION.

23 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
24 October 1, 2005.


