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By: Delegate Hubbard
Introduced and read first time: February 8, 2007
Assigned to: Environmental Matters

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
House action: Adopted
Read second time: March 16, 2007

CHAPTER
AN ACT concerning
Natural Resources - Forest Conservation — Net Tract Area
FOR the purpose of altering the definition of “net tract area” for forest conservation
requirements and forest mitigation bank credits to include certain forested

areas of certain tracts of land partlallv Wlthln 100—year floodplains or wetlands
under certain circumstances; e SYENREE e—de . net o

q Lanees; prov1d1ng for the apphcatlon of thls
Act; prov1d1ng for the termlnatlon of this Act; and generally relating to the

forest conservation program.

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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2 HOUSE BILL 588

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That the—FEa an e ows: for purposes of the
application of Title 5, Subtltle 16 of the Natural Resources Article to a tract of land of
at least 350 acres of which at least 15% is within the boundaries of a 100—year
floodplain or wetland, the term “net tract area” includes the forested areas within the
floodplain or wetland if a perpetual conservation easement is placed on the forested
areas at the time the plat of the tract is recorded.
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4 HOUSE BILL 588

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act may not be
construed to prevent any person that submitted submits a forest conservation plan
before October 1, 2007, to the State or local authority in accordance with § 5-1605 of
the Natural Resources Article, and has not been issued a building permit, from
revising the net tract area, for a tract of land of at least 350 acres of which at least

15% is within the boundaries of a 100—year floodplain or wetland, to include the
forested area within the boundaries of & the 100—year floodplain or wetland.
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SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
Oeteber July 1, 2007. It shall remain effective for a period of 8 months and, at the end
of February 29, 2008, with no further action required by the General Assembly, this
Act shall be abrogated and of no further force and effect.

Approved:

Governor.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.

President of the Senate.



