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FISCAL AND POLICY NOTE

House Bill 1274 (Delegates Malone and DeBoy)

Health and Government Operations

State Collegiate Student Legislature - Maryland Student Legislature

This bill designates the Maryland Student Legislature as the State collegiate student
legislature. This designation does not establish a new State agency or educational
institution, create any liability for the State, or imply that the State sanctions any activity
or philosophy undertaken or adopted by the student legislature.

Fiscal Summary

State Effect: Designating a collegiate student legislature would not affect State finances.

Local Effect: None.

Small Business Effect: None.

Analysis

Current Law: The Maryland State Flag was adopted in 1904 as the State flag followed
by the adoption of the Black-Eyed Susan as the State flower in 1918. Since then, the
State has adopted 20 additional official symbols as shown in Exhibit 1. The Governor is
also authorized to designate a citizen as the State’s Poet Laureate.

Background: The Maryland Student Legislature is an organization comprised of
students from colleges and universities across Maryland. It simulates the legislative
process by examining legislation in committees, reporting bills to the full assembly, and
then debating and voting on legislation. An annual session is held each spring in the
chambers of the State House. The Maryland Student Legislature was founded in 1989.
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Exhibit 1
State Symbols of Maryland

Type Name Statutory Authority

Bird Baltimore Oriole Ch. 54 of 1947

Boat Skipjack Ch. 788 of 1985

Cat Calico Cat Ch. 194 of 2001

Crustacean Blue Crab Ch. 724 of 1989

Dinosaur Astrodon johnstoni Ch. 404 of 1998

Dog Chesapeake Bay Retriever Ch. 156 of 1964

Drink Milk Ch. 220 of 1998

Fish Rockfish (Striped Bass) Ch. 513 of 1965

Flower Black-Eyed Susan Ch. 458 of 1918

Folk Dance Square Dance Ch. 707 of 1994

Fossil Shell Ecphora gardnerae gardnerae Ch. 688 of 1994

Gem Patuxent River Stone Ch. 272 of 2004

Horse Thoroughbred Horse Ch. 359 of 2003

Insect Baltimore Checkerspot Butterfly Ch. 253 of 1973

Reptile Diamondback Terrapin Ch. 476 of 1994

Song “Maryland, My Maryland” Ch. 451 of 1939

Sport Jousting Ch. 134 of 1962

Team Sport Lacrosse Ch. 272 of 2004

Theater Center Stage Ch. 1003 of 1978

Theater – Summer Olney Theatre Ch. 1003 of 1978

Tree White Oak Ch. 731 of 1941
Source: Maryland State Archives
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Additional Information

Prior Introductions: None.

Cross File: None.

Information Source(s): Maryland State Department of Education, Maryland Student
Legislature, Maryland State Archives, Department of Legislative Services

Fiscal Note History:
bfl/jr

First Reader - March 14, 2007

Analysis by: Hiram L. Burch Jr. Direct Inquiries to:
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(301) 970-5510




