Ch. 474

CHAPTER 474

(Senate Bill 959)

AN ACT concerning

: o : alterlng th
definition of “slot machine” for purposes of certam provisions of law to include

certain machines, apparatuses, or devices that make a certain award to a user
through the reading of a game of chance or the delivery of a game of chance;
providing that the definition of “slot machine” does not include certain
machines, apparatuses, or devices; authorizing the continued use of certain
instant bingo machines under certain circumstances; providing a certain
limitation on the number of slot machines for a certain location; prohibiting the
issuance of a commercial bingo license under certain conditions; providing that
the State Lottery Agency shall submit a certain report by a certain date;
establishing that the enforcement and 1mplementat10n of this Act may not be
stayed under certain cn‘cumstances SEE : : o3 :
and generally relating to elee :

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
_1-—
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Article — Criminal Law

Section 12-301 and 13-101

Annotated Code of Maryland

(2002 Replacement Volume and 2007 Supplement)

BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments,
Article — Criminal Law
Section 12-302
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2002 Replacement Volume and 2007 Supplement)
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SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article - Criminal Law
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12-301.

In this subtitle:
(1)  “slot machine” means a machine, apparatus, or device that:

(i) operates or can be made to operate by inserting, depositing,
or placing with another person money, a token, or another object; and

(i1)  through the element of chance, THE READING OF A GAME
OF CHANCE, THE DELIVERY OF A GAME OF CHANCE, or any other outcome
unpredictable by the user, awards the user:

1. money, a token, or other object that represents or that
can be converted into money; or

2. the right to receive money, a token, or another object
that represents and can be converted into money; and
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(2) “slot machine” includes:

(i) a machine, apparatus, or device described in item (1) of this
section that also sells, delivers, or awards merchandise, money, or some other tangible
thing of value; fand}

(ii) a pinball machine or console machine that pays off in

merchandise; AND

THES-FHEE-

(38) “SLOT MACHINE” DOES NOT INCLUDE A MACHINE,
APPARATUS, OR DEVICE THAT:

@ AWARDS THE USER ONLY FREE ADDITIONAL GAMES OR

PLAYS;

(I) AWARDS THE USER ONLY NONCASH MERCHANDISE OR
NONCASH PRIZES OF MINIMAL VALUE;

(II1) DISPENSES PAPER PULL TAB TIP JAR TICKETS OR
PAPER PULL TAB INSTANT BINGO TICKETS THAT MUST BE OPENED MANUALLY
BY THE USER PROVIDED THAT THE MACHINE, APPARATUS, OR DEVICE DOES
NOT:

READ THE TICKETS ELECTRONICALLY;

=

ALERT THE USER TO A WINNING OR LOSING

b

TICKET; OR

3. TABULATE A PLAYER’S WINNINGS AND LOSSES;

aov 1. DISPLAYS FACSIMILES OF BINGO CARDS THAT
USERS MARK AND MONITOR AS-— ! D

ACCORDING TO NUMBERS CALLED ON _ THE
PREMISES BY AN INDIVIDUAL WHERE THE USER IS OPERATING THE MACHINE;
AND

2. DOES NOT PERMIT A USER TO PLAY MORE THAN
54 BINGO CARDS AT THE SAME TIME;
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(V) IS USED BY THE STATE LOTTERY COMMISSION UNDER
TITLE 9 OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT ARTICLE; OR

(VI) IF LEGISLATION TAKES EFFECT AUTHORIZING THE
OPERATION OF VIDEO LOTTERY TERMINALS, IS A VIDEO LOTTERY TERMINAL AS
DEFINED IN AND LICENSED UNDER THAT LEGISLATION.

12-302.

(a) Except as allowed under §§ 12-304 through 12-306 of this subtitle, a
person may not locate, possess, keep, or operate a slot machine in the State as an
owner, lessor, lessee, licensor, licensee, or in any other capacity.

(b) A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and on
conviction is subject to imprisonment not exceeding 1 year or a fine of $1,000 or both
for each violation.

13-101.

(A) Activities conducted under this title are allowed notwithstanding the
provisions of Title 12, Subtitles 1 and 2 of this article.

(B) A COUNTY MAY NOT ISSUE A COMMERCIAL BINGO LICENSE UNDER
THIS TITLE OR UNDER ANY PUBLIC LOCAL LAW TO AN ENTITY THAT WAS NOT

LICENSED TO CONDUCT COMMERCIAL BINGO ON OR BEFORE JUNE 30, 2008.
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SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That, notwithstanding the

provisions of Section 1 of this Act, an entity licensed to offer instant bingo under a
commercial bingo license as of July 1, 2007, or by a qualified organization as defined in
S 13-201 of this article on the premises of the qualified organization may continue to
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operate a game of instant bingo in the same manner using electronic machines until
danuary July 1, 2009, provided that:

(@) ) ) ; " ;
%e%n%er%%@@% the machmes have been in operatzon for a 1—vear perzod endmg
December 31, 2007;

the number of electronic machmes operated as of February 28, 2008; and

e &b (c) the conduct of the gaming and operation of the machines is
cons1stent with all other provisions of the Cr1m1nal Law Article i

SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That:

(a) The State Lottery Agency shall prepare a report that:

(1)  outlines the current statutory and regulatory provisions governing
gaming activities in local jurisdictions;

(2) provides information on the prevalence of gaming activities in local
jurisdictions;

(3)  analyzes the financial impact of gaming activities for:

@) the entities or organizations conducting the activities;

(it)  the local jurisdictions; and

(iii) any other entities or organizations that may benefit
financially from such activities;

(4)  examines the impact of gaming activities in local jurisdictions on
other gaming activities regulated by the State, including the State Lottery and horse

racing; and

(6) makes recommendations as to how the State may exercise
additional or improved oversight of gaming activities.

(b) The State Lottery Agency shall submit the report required under
subsection (a) of this section to the Governor and, subject to § 2-1246 of the State
Government Article, to the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee and the House
Committee on Ways and Means on or before December 15, 2008.
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SECTION 3= 4. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That, notwithstanding any

other provision of law, if any action is brought for declaratory, injunctive, or other
relief to challenge the legality of any provision of this Act or any amendment made by
this Act, the enforcement and implementation of this Act may not be stayed pending
the disposition of the action.

SECTION 2- 4 5. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act is—an

Approved by the Governor, May 13, 2008.
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