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Judiciary Judicial Proceedings

Criminal Procedure - Criminal Injuries Compensation Board - Claimant
Confidentiality

This departmental bill prohibits the disclosure of the Social Security number of a victim
or claimant provided to the Criminal Injuries Compensation Board.

Fiscal Summary

State Effect: None. The bill’s requirements could be handled with the existing budgeted
resources of the Criminal Injuries Compensation Board.

Local Effect: None.

Small Business Effect: The Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services has
determined that this bill has minimal or no impact on small business (attached).
Legislative Services concurs with this assessment. (The attached assessment does not
reflect amendments to the bill.)

Analysis

Current Law: The record of a board proceeding is a public record. However, if the
confidentiality of a record or report that the board obtains is protected by other statutory
or regulatory confidentiality provisions (such as a medical record), that record or report
must remain confidential.
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Background: The board reports that many persons have submitted claims only with the
assurance that the board would not disclose their identity or contact information to
persons not connected with the claim. For instance, domestic violence victims frequently
do not want their abusers to know that they have filed for compensation, and sexual
assault victims do not want their victimization to be disclosed to friends or family. The
board recently received an opinion from the department's counsel advising that claimant
contact information is public record and must be disclosed upon request.

Additional Information

Prior Introductions: None.

Cross File: None.

Information Source(s): Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services,
Department of Legislative Services
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