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Maryland Quiet Vehicles and Pedestrian Safety Task Force - Reconstitution

This emergency bill reestablishes the Maryland Quiet Vehiates Pedestrian Safety
Task Force and adds two legislative members. The termindate and the final
reporting deadline of the task force is December 31, 2010. Theduiles that the final
report be made to the Governor in addition to the General Assermhbby bill expresses
legislative intent that the Governor appoint the same individuals whe aypointed to
the predecessor task force established by Chapter 384 of 2008hnicétcorrection is
also made due to the fact that quiet vehicles are registered, but not licensedSiate.

The bill terminates December 31, 2010.

Fiscal Summary

State Effect: Given the State’s fiscal difficulties, agency budgets have teestrained.
Thus, the requirement to staff the task force for two additionatsyenay not be
absorbable within the existing budgeted resources of the Maryland Departoh
Transportation. Instead, Transportation Trust Fund expenditures magsaaninimally
in FY 2010 and 2011 for contractual staff to support the task force. nReveare not
affected.

Local Effect: None.

Small Business Effect: None.



Analysis

Current Law/Background: Chapters 384 and 385 of 2008 established the Maryland
Quiet Vehicles and Pedestrian Safety Task Force to:

° study the effects of vehicle sound on pedestrian safety;

° review available research on the effects of vehicle sound on padesifety and
consult with consumer groups and safety advocates;

° conduct hearings to accept testimony from experts and the public; and

o make recommendations regarding a minimum sound level, the nature and

characteristics of the minimum sound that should be required foewalivehicles
sold and licensed in Maryland, and the use of technology to enhansafefye of
blind pedestrians.

The task force consisted of one representative from the Marylaméribeent of
Transportation, one representative from the Maryland Departmehe dErtvironment,
one representative from an organization representing the intevéstaitomobile
manufacturers, two or three representatives who represent thezedyahnd community
are legally blind, and have experience in training the blind to ltsafely, and two or
three representatives who represent pedestrian organizations.

As required by statute, the task force published a final repddecember 2008. The
report noted that because all pedestrians, but particularly blindepel®pend on sound
cues produced by internal-combustion engines to travel safelyndhease in quieter
hybrid, electric, and other low-emission vehicles presegt®waing safety concern. The
report concluded that there is sufficient anecdotal evidendesoémerging problem, but
found that a lack of data from the federal government and automobiletrindsis
preventing progress in addressing this concern. Therefore, the reqmomimended that
the task force be reconstituted and include a member of the Mdhlleuse and Senate.
The report also recommended that the General Assembly adestlation encouraging
this State’s congressional delegation to support federal legislahat the Governor
write to the U.S. Department of Transportation to encourage adoptioagofatory
standards, and that the task force actively engage with thea@thtederal government
and industry on how to achieve progress on making quiet vehicles safer for pedestrians

Additional Information
Prior Introductions: None.

CrossFile: HB 367 (Delegate Malone) - Environmental Matters.
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