State of Maryland
2009 Bond Bill Fact Sheet

1. Senate House

LR# Bill# |LR#  Bing |2 Nameof Project

Ir1311 sb0215 Ir1264 hb0352 | Benson-Hammond House Renovation

3. Senate Bill Sponsors House Bill Sponsors

DeGrange Love

4. Jurisdiction (County or Baltimore City) | 5. Requested Amount

Anne Arundel County $150,000

6. Purpose of Bill

Authorizing the creation of a State Debt not to exceed $150,000, the proceeds to be used as a grant
to the Board of Directors of the Anne Arundel County Historical Society, Inc. for the repair,
renovation, reconstruction, and capital equipping of the Benson-Hammond House and related
outbuildings.

7. Matching Fund

Requirements: Type:
Eaual The matching fund may consist of real property or in kind

d contributions.
8. Special Provisions

[X] Historical Easement Non-Sectarian

9. Contact Name and Title Contact Phone Email Address
Oscar "Skip" Booth 410-684-2931 SBooth@cablespeed.com
Anne Arundel County Historical Society PJTDuncan@verizon.net

10. Description and Purpose of Grantee Organization (Limit Length to Visible area)

The mission of the Ann Arrundell County Historical Society, Inc. is to collect, exhibit and
interpret; preserve; and research and publish the history of Anne Arundel County MD. Furniture,
tools, housewares, artifacts, manuscripts and library materials representing life in the County are
shared with the public at the Benson-Hammond House in Linthicum MD (National Register, ca.
1820) and its five outbuildings, and at the Kuethe Library of Historical and Genealogical Research
in Glen Burnie MD, administered in partnership with the Anne Arundel County Genealogical
Society. These fully volunteer efforts develop understanding not only of County history, but also
of state and national history.

The Society is committed to the preservation and interpretation of the Benson-Hammond House
and property to its full historic and educational potential, and to the use of professional practices
and standards in our work.




11. Description and Purpose of Project (Limit Length to Visible area)

The project is a conservation program for the Benson-Hammond House which is urgently needed t
protect the integrity of the property and its outbuildings and collections. Failing and outmoded
heating and air-conditioning units (HVAC), and the problem of rising damp through the masonry
walls, have led to spalling of the plaster inside the House, particularly on the first floor in the
formal Parlor, and efflorescence on and discoloration of the exterior walls. Two wooden
outbuildings on the property; a hand-hewn log Meat House and an Outhouse, moved to the site to
aid in the interpretation of the House as a truck farm, are deteriorating and need stabilization.

The project would replace the five obsolete HVAC units, repair and repaint the interior and exterio
walls of the building and damaged wood elements, and repair and place on permanent foundations
the two outbuildings. Architectural plans for much of the work have been developed.

o]

Round all amounts to the nearest 31,000. The totals in Items 12 (Estimated Capital Costs) and 13 (Proposed Funding
Sources) must match. The proposed funding sources must not include the value of real property unless an equivalent
value is shown under Estimated Capital Costs.

12. Estimated Capital Costs

Acquisition 0

Design $16,000

Construction $100,000

Equipment $40,000
Total $156,000

13. Proposed Funding Sources — (List all funding sources and amounts.)

Source Amount

Society Board In-Kind Staff Planning and Management $6,000

State Bond Bill $150,000
Total $156,000

2 of 5




14. Project Schedule

Begin Design Complete Design Begin Construction Complete Construction
Underway June 2009 July 2009 June 2010
15. Total Private Funds and | 16. Current Number of 17. Number of People to be

Pledges Raised People Served Annually at Served Annually After the
Project Site Project is Complete
4,000 6000

18. Other State Capital Grants to Recipients in Past 15 Years

Legislative Session Amount

Purpose

19. Legal Name and Address of Grantee

Project Address (If Different)

Ann Arrundell County Historical Society, Inc. | Benson-Hammond House

P.O. Box 385
Linthicum, MD 21090-0385

7101 Aviation Boulevard at Andover Road
Linthicum, MD 21090-0385

20. Legislative District in Which Project is Located 1
21. Legal Status of Grantee (Please Check one)

Local Govt. For Profit Non Profit Federal

L L L
22. Grantee Legal Representative 23. If Match Includes Real Property:
Name: Has An Appraisal Yes/No
Been Done? ]

Phone: Yes, in part.
Address: If Yes, List Appraisal Dates and Value

$33,725 for the contents

July 2000 of the 4 restored rooms.
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24. Impact of Project on Staffing and Operating Cost at Project Site

Current # of Projected # of Current Operating Projected Operating
Employees Employees Budget Budget
0 0 $18,900 $25,000

25. Ownership of Property (Info Requested by Treasurer's Office for bond i1ssuance purposes)

A. Will the grantee own or lease (pick one) the property to be improved? Lease
B. If owned, does the grantee plan to sell within 15 years?
C. Does the grantee intend to lease any portion of the property to others? No
D. If property is owned by grantee and any space is to be leased, provide the following:
Cost Square
Lessee Terms of Covered by Footage
Lease Lease Leased

E. If property is leased by grantee — Provide the following:

Name of Leaser

Length of
Lease

Options to Renew

Maryland Aviation Administration

2020 Yes

26. Building Square Footage:

Current Space GSF

Space to Be Renovated GSF

New GSF

N/A

27. Year of Construction of Any Structures Proposed for

Renovation, Restoration or Conversion

House circa 1820,

outbuildings 19th century.
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28. Comments: (Limit Length to Visible area)

The Appraisal only includes the contents of the museum's four period rooms; it does not include the
Third Floor exhibits, the historic Doll Collection, watercolors, the contents of the Store Room,
historic documents in a safe deposit box, or the value of the five outbuildings.

The Benson-Hammond House is listed on the Maryland Inventory of Historic Places (AA-118.)

An application for FY 2009 Capital Grant funding from the Maryland Historical Trust for the
project as outlined in this submission was denied.

The project is ready to go; bids for the replacement of the HVAC units were obtained in 2008;
analysis and a preservation plan for the building was developed in 2001 and architectural drawings
and specifications for the outbuildings have been developed. Repairs undertaken in 2002 using
County and scattered sites grants stabilized the other three outbuildings at the site; a Summer
Kitchen, Tack House and Corn Crib, however, funds were exhausted before work on the two
outbuildings included in this submission could be undertaken. A paint remover, developed by
materials conservators, was partially applied to in 2004, as funds were not available to treat the
entire building exterior. Additional paint analysis may be needed.

The interpretive plan for the Benson-Hammond House is that of a truck farm, such as those which
dominated the northern part of the county for over 100 years, providing fruits and vegetables to the
Baltimore, Washington and Annapolis region and as far north as Montreal and as far west as
Denver. Anne Arundel County was one of the first areas in the United States, if not the first, to
produce strawberries for the commercial market; hucksters crying 'Ann Aranel' in Baltimore were
known for purveying products of fine quality.

The Benson-Hammond House was constructed of bricks made by hand from a clay bank on the
farm. After the Civil War, pickers, originally mainly immigrants from Central Europe, were used to
harvest the crops at farms in the county and were given small metal checks known as 'Picker's
Checks' for the quarts, pecks or bushels picked, redeemable for goods at local stores. An extensive
collection of these checks, and of farm tools and equipment and other items of material culture,
have been donated to the Society following the purchase of this property, and more than 3,200 acres
and hundreds of other farms, for the construction of Friendship Airport (now Baltimore Washington
Thurgood Marshall International Airport) beginning in 1944.

The outbuildings and great oak trees at the Benson-Hammond House itself were demolished in
1949 and the house used for airport storage; plans to demolish the House brought the Society to the
rescue in 1972.

The work of many county farm families and their descendents and other supporters, through the
Ann Arrundell County Historical Society, Inc., has made possible the preservation of this important
story, and the continuation of the heritage and traditions it has fostered.
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