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Chesapeake Bay Bridge - Inspection by Independent Entity Required

This emergency bill requires the Maryland Transportation Authority (M@ retain an
independent entity to inspect all elements of the superstructursudasttucture of the
twin spans of the William Preston Lane, Jr. Memorial BridQbelsapeake Bay Bridge)
using exacting and state-of-the-art technology.

Fiscal Summary

State Effect: As the bill primarily codifies current practice, no fisqatpact is
anticipated.

Local Effect: None.

Small Business Effect: None.

Analysis

Current Law: MDTA has general supervision over all transportation facilpiegects
(including the Chesapeake Bay Bridge) and may do anything necesdargravenient to
carry out its powers.

Background: The Chesapeake Bay Bridge connects Maryland’'s Eastern Shore
recreational regions with the metropolitan areas of Baltimgkapapolis, and

the District of Columbia. The original two-lane bridge was aoiesed in 1952, and the
second three-lane bridge was constructed in 1973. The existing lsidhge only
roadway crossing of the Chesapeake Bay in Maryland; approxin2Zatetyllion vehicles



crossed the bridge in 2007. Traffic congestion on the bridge canrt®ulaaly severe,
due in part to factors such as a lack of shoulder room to perform maintenance.

The 2004Bay Bridge Transportation Needs Report estimates that, by 2025, traffic will
increase on the bridge by at least 41% over 2001 levels on both weekdays
(61,000 vehicles in 2001, increasing to 86,000 in 2025) and summer Saturdays
(95,000 on an August Saturday in 2001, set to increase to 135,000 in 2025).

On August 10, 2008, a three-vehicle crash occurred on the Chesapeal&rid@se
resulting in a tractor-trailer going through a concrete jersely aval into the water
below, killing the truck driver. The accident closed down the olderlawe eastbound
span of the bridge and prompted questions about the bridge’s safety. Atgiatven
after the accident revealed corrosion in some of the bolts thlabatie concrete jersey
walls. Portions of the bridge were closed for weeks while oiepe assessed the
problem and repairs were made.

State Fiscal Effect: Since MDTA is required to have an independent inspection of the
Chesapeake Bay Bridge done annually in accordance with itsatjtestment with the
Bank of New York, the bill codifies current practice. Sawctb.16 of this trust agreement
says “(tjhe Authority covenants that it will cause independengineers or
engineering firms or corporations having a nationwide and favorable tieputd skill

and experience in such work to make an inspection of the
Transportation Facilities Projects periodically in accordamath industry standards
(but at least annually), to submit to the Authority a reponteports setting forth their
findings as to whether the Transportation Facilities Projects baea maintained in
good repair, working order and condition.”

The 2009 inspection of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge is currently undervdanearly
complete. In fall 2008, MDTA hired a new consultant to comple¢eannual bridge
inspection.

In September 2008, Governor Martin O’Malley announced the establistohenpeer
review group, composed of nationally recognized experts, to examineAdbridge

and tunnel inspection program and identify and evaluate best practiegshroughout
the United States. The peer review group is expected to subrepoat containing
findings and recommendations in April 2009.

Additional Information

Prior Introductions: None.
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CrossFile: HB 881 (Delegate Sosst al.) - Environmental Matters.

Information Source(s): Maryland Department of Transportation, Department of
Legislative Services

Fiscal Note History:  First Reader - February 19, 2009
ncs/ljim

Analysis by: Amanda Mock Direct Inquiries to:
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