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Election Law - Statewide Voter Registration List - Removal of I nactive Voters

This bill repeals provisions of State law that (1) require thaitar who has been placed
into inactive status on the statewide voter registration liseb®ved from the list after
failing to vote in an election in a period ending with the second geaketion and
(2) allow a voter to be removed from the statewide voter regasiréist if the voter has
failed to respond to a specified confirmation notice and has not voegapeared to vote
(and, if necessary, corrected the record of the voter's addreas) election during the
period beginning with the date of the notice through the next two general elections.

Fiscal Summary

State Effect: The bill is not expected to significantly impact State finanbewever, to
the extent the bill reduces the number of inactive voters removed from theideavoter
registration list, costs associated with increasing the capatitye statewide voter
registration database may be incurred in future years.

Local Effect: The bill is not expected to significantly impact local goweent finances;
however, to the extent the bill reduces the number of inactive vatersved from the
statewide voter registration list, local boards may incur amditimailing or other costs
associated with inactive voters in future years.

Small Business Effect: None.

Analysis

Current Law: If it appears, from information provided by the postal service or an
agency with which a local board has made arrangements to rebtamgecof address



information, that a voter has moved to a different address outBeleState, a
confirmation notice informing the voter that he or she may beeglatto inactive status
on the statewide voter registration list must be sent byléwtian official in the county
of the voter’'s most recent residence.

If the voter fails to respond, the voter's name is placed intdiveastatus and an inactive
voter who fails to vote in an election in the period ending with sbeond general
election is removed from the statewide voter registration list.

An election director may not remove a voter from the statewide vegestration list on
the grounds of a change of address unless (1) the voter confirmsing\ilrét he or she
has changed residence to a location outside the State or (2}¢hda® failed to respond
to a confirmation notice and has not voted or appeared to vote (and, ikargces
corrected the record of the voter’'s address) in an electiangdtire period beginning
with the date of the notice through the next two general elections.

Registrants placed into inactive status may not be counted faiabfidministrative
purposes including establishing precincts and reporting official statistics.

Additional Information
Prior Introductions: None.

Cross Filee SB 499 (Senator Muset al.) - Education, Health, and Environmental
Affairs.

Information Source(s): Baltimore City, Charles County, Frederick County, State Board
of Elections, Department of Legislative Services
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