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FISCAL AND POLICY NOTE

Senate Bill 567 (Senator Storeeal.)
Judicial Proceedings

Criminal Procedure - Registered Offenders - Ban from Public Parks

This bill prohibits a person required to register with the Stateiaial offender registry
for a term of life from knowingly entering a public State or lopaftk where children
regularly gather. A violator is guilty of a felony and subjectmtaximum penalties of
five years imprisonment and/or a $10,000 fine. The prohibition is applied tatebaco
any person required to register on or before October 1, 2009.

Fiscal Summary

State Effect: Potential minimal increase in general fund revenues and exp&sditue
to the bill's penalty provisions. It is assumed that enforcenmetite State’s 91 public
parks can be handled with existing budgeted resources of the Depadimdatural

Resources and any other appropriate law enforcement agency with fimmsdic

Local Effect: Potential minimal increase in local revenues and expendiueso the
bill's penalty provisions. It is assumed that enforcemeiainy local park can be handled
with existing budgeted resources of the appropriate law enforcementyagéth
jurisdiction.

Small Business Effect: None.

Analysis

Current Law: Generally, a person convicted of a sex crime or other speciiiee in
Maryland, including kidnapping and false imprisonment, is required to eegisth the
State sex offender registry upon release from prison or releasecburt if the person
did not receive a prison sentence. Offenders who are required steragiother states



and who come to Maryland are required to register upon entering Mdryl@ffenders
from other states who may not be required to register in the Btateeare required to
register in Maryland if the crime would have required redistnain Maryland if

committed in Maryland. Juveniles who are adjudicated as adultsc@ndcted for

crimes that require registration are included in the registduveniles who are
adjudicated delinquent for these crimes through the juvenile coumnsyate not
included in the registry.

Sexual offenders are required to register, every three or sinthsjowith the Crimes
Against Children and Sexual Offender Registry for a term of eitldeyears or life
depending on the offense. Registration must include a photograph, which must be
updated at least annually. The registry is operated by the ISeffeader Registry unit

of the Department of Public Safety and Correctional Servicd3S(I5). Lifetime
registration is required for sexually violent predators; personsiaed of a sexually
violent offense; persons convicted of child abuse for commission ofxaalsact
involving penetration of a child under age 12; and recidivist sexual offenders.

Chapter 4 of the 2006 special session prohibits a registrant fromirkgly entering on

real property used for elementary or secondary education or ah whiegistered family
day care home or a licensed child care home or institutioocé&gdd. This prohibition
does not apply to a registrant who enters real property wheredistrant is a student or
the registrant’s child is a student or receives child carsyitlin the past year the
registrant has been given the specific written permission to doédaha registrant

promptly notifies an agent or employee of the covered propertslsdtdoes not apply
for the purpose of voting at a school on an election day in the Stiie registrant is

properly registered to vote and the registrant’s polling place is at the school

Background: Of the approximately 6,100 persons currently registered as sexual
offenders in Maryland, about 4,300 are required to register for life.

State Revenues. General fund revenues may increase minimally as a w&sthe bill’s
monetary penalty provision from cases heard in the District Court.

State Expenditures: General fund expenditures may increase minimally as a m&sult
the bill's incarceration penalty due to more people being commitieDivision of
Correction (DOC) facilities and increased payments to couitieseimbursement of
inmate costs. The number of people convicted of these proposed izriexpgected to be
minimal.

Persons serving a sentence longer than 18 months are incargar&©C facilities.
Currently, the average total cost per inmate, including overheadjrsatsl at $2,600
per month. This bill alone, however, should not create the need foroadtlibeds,
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personnel, or facilities. Excluding overhead, the average cost of housieggy &O0C
inmate (including variable medical care and variable operatistg) is $342 per month.
Excluding all medical care, the average variable costs total $164 per month.

Persons serving a sentence of one year or less in a jurisdidiemtioan Baltimore City
are sentenced to local detention facilities. For persons sentienagdrm of between 12
and 18 months, the sentencing judge has the discretion to order that #ecedmd
served at a local facility or DOC. The State reimbursamsnites for part of their
incarceration costs, on a per diem basis, after a person has $@mndags. State per diem
reimbursements for fiscal 2010 are estimated to range from &Z&1 per inmate
depending upon the jurisdiction. Persons sentenced to such a termnmoBalCity are
generally incarcerated in DOC facilities. The Baltimd&Zay Detention Center, a
State-operated facility, is used primarily for pretrial detentions.

Local Revenues: Revenues may increase minimally as a result of the bidsetary
penalty provision from cases heard in the circuit courts.

Local Expenditures. Expenditures may increase minimally as a result of thés bill
incarceration penalty. Counties pay the full cost of incarcerdtorpeople in their
facilities for the first 90 days of the sentence, plus patti@iper diem cost after 90 days.
Per diem operating costs of local detention facilities apeeted to range from $46 to
$141 per inmate in fiscal 2010.

Additional Information
Prior Introductions: None.
CrossFile: None.

Information Source(s): Charles County, Frederick County, Montgomery County,
Somerset County, Department of Natural Resources, Judicidmpi{dstrative Office of
the Courts), Department of State Police, Office of the Publiemder, Department of
Public Safety and Correctional Services, State’s Attorneysbéiation, Department of
Legislative Services
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