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FISCAL AND POLICY NOTE
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Education - Protection of Privacy - Release of Test Results - Military Recruiters

This bill prohibits public school officials from releasing tessults from the
Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) to mitjtaecruiters without the
active consent of the student or the student’s parent or guardian.

Fiscal Summary
State Effect: None. The bill is directed at public schools.

Local Effect: Schools and school systems can comply with the bill's remeinés
without impacting local school budgets.

Small Business Effect: None.

Analysis

Current Law: A public school that provides its student information directory oessc
to its buildings to any person or group that makes students aware ugatiooal or
educational options must also provide access on the same basiscial cdtruiting
representatives of military forces for the purpose of informing studentkio&tonal and
career opportunities available in the military.

Under the federal No Child Left Behind Act, public and private schaatsind the
country must adhere to this policy in order to qualify for fedkmatling under the Act.
However, the federal law also requires local school districtsotdy parents of the
option to request that contact information not be made available to militauytees.



Public schools are required to notify each student and the parent rdraguaf each
student that they may request that the student’s name, addresslephdrie number not
be released to military recruiters.

Background: ASVAB is a test created by the U.S. Defense Departni2oD) in the
1960s to assess the men and women who want to enlist in theAtn8d Forces.
The test results are used to determine whether or not an individdifleguar military
service, and if so, what jobs the individual qualifies for. Trghlschool version of
ASVAB is also used to help school counselors and students discover avistndent’s
basic aptitude lies. Before a student takes ASVAB, the studeasked to sign a
statement authorizing DoD to score the test and return thesrésdlte school. Both the
student and the school counselor receive copies of the results. Baohdstermines if
it will release the student scores to the military services.

If a student takes ASVAB, the student signs a form that dfiaé¢$est scores may not be
processedunless the form is signed. The student's signhature releases personal
information (.e., name, home address, telephone number, Social Security number, test
score, etc.) for use as part of a computer listing for recroitqperposes. There is an
option that prevents the student’s personal information from being aaldeel military’s
recruiting list, but some citizens believe this option is not properly disclosgddents.

The local school systems in Montgomery and Prince George’siesunirrently prohibit
public schools from releasing test results from ASVAB totami recruiters without the
active consent of the student or the student’s parent or guardian.

Additional Information
Prior Introductions: None.
CrossFile: None.

Information Source(s): Maryland State Department of Education, Military Department,
Department of Legislative Services
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