MARTIN O'MALLEY, Governor Ch. 571

Chapter 571
(Senate Bill 863)
AN ACT concerning

Public Safety — Gas Pipelines — Implementation of Federal Pipeline Safety
Laws

FOR the purpose of requiring the Public Service Commission to evaluate a certain
process and criteria that the U.S. Secretary of Transportation would use to
review an application for the Commission to act under a certain certification or
agreement with the U.S. Secretary of Transportation as an interstate authority
agent for the purpose of implementing certain federal pipeline safety laws;
requiring the Commission to make a certain determination: requiring the
Commission to take certain actions necessary to carry out its responsibilities
under a certain certification or agreement with the U.S. Secretary of
Transportation under certain circumstances and in accordance with certain

regulations; authorizing the Commission to accept grants—in-—aid, cash, and
reimbursements to implement certain federal pipeline safety laws; authorizing
the Commission to char,qe a certain owner a certain fee for certam 1nspect10ns of
gas mpehnes : : A

GCommission: and generally relatlng to ga plpehne safety

BY adding to
Article — Public Safety
Section 15-101 #hreuweh—=35—108 and 15-102 to be under the new title “Title 15.
Gas Pipeline Safety”
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2011 Replacement Volume and 2012 Supplement)
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SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Public Safety
TITLE 15. GAS PIPELINE SAFETY.
15-101.

(A) IN THIS TITLE THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS
INDICATED.

(B) “COMMISSION” MEANS THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION.

(C) “GAS” MEANS NATURAL GAS, FLAMMABLE GAS, OR TOXIC OR
CORROSIVE GAS.

(D) (1) “GAS PIPELINE” MEANS AN INTRASTATE TRANSMISSION LINE
OR ANY PORTION OF AN INTERSTATE TRANSMISSION LINE LOCATED WITHIN THE
STATE THAT:

@) () TRANSPORTS GAS FROM A GATHERING LINE OR
STORAGE FACILITY TO A DISTRIBUTION CENTER, STORAGE FACILITY, OR LARGE
VOLUME CUSTOMER THAT IS NOT DOWNSTREAM FROM A DISTRIBUTION
CENTER;

£2) (1) OPERATES AT A HOOP STRESS OF 20% OR MORE OF THE
SPECIFIED MINIMUM YIELD STRENGTH OF THE PIPELINE; OR

&) (III) TRANSPORTS GAS WITHIN A STORAGE FIELD.

(2) “GAS PIPELINE” DOES NOT MEAN ANY TRANSMISSION LINE OR
DISTRIBUTION LINE CONSTRUCTED, OWNED, OR OPERATED BY A PUBLIC
SERVICE COMPANY AS DEFINED IN § 1-101 OF THE PUBLIC UTILITIES ARTICLE.

(E) (1) “GAS TRANSMISSION COMPANY” MEANS A PERSON THAT
OWNS OR OPERATES A GAS PIPELINE REGULATED UNDER THIS TITLE.

(2) “GAS TRANSMISSION COMPANY” DOES NOT INCLUDE A
PERSON THAT IS PRIMARILY IN THE BUSINESS OF LOCAL GAS DISTRIBUTION.
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15-102.

(A) (1) THE ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 1, 2013, THE COMMISSION;
THROUGH SHALL:

(1)) EVALUATE THE PROCESS AND CRITERIA THE U.S.
SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION WOULD USE TO REVIEW AN APPLICATION
FOR CERTIFICATION OR AGREEMENT WITH THE U.S. SECRETARY OF
TRANSPORTATION UNDER 49 U.S.C. CHAPTER 601 WITH RESPECT TO
INTERSTATE PIPELINES LOCATED WITHIN THE STATE; AND

(I) DETERMINE WHETHER IT IS IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST
FOR THE COMMISSION TO APPLY FOR CERTIFICATION OR AGREEMENT WITH
THE U.S. SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION UNDER 49 U.S.C. CHAPTER 601,
SHALEL TO ACT FOR THE U.S. SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION TO IMPLEMENT
49 U.S.C. CHAPTER 601 WITH RESPECT TO INTERSTATE GAS PIPELINES
LOCATED WITHIN THE STATE.

(2) IF THE COMMISSION DETERMINES THAT IT IS IN THE PUBLIC
INTEREST FOR THE COMMISSION TO ACT FOR THE U.S. SECRETARY OF
TRANSPORTATION TO IMPLEMENT 49 U.S.C. CHAPTER 601 WITH RESPECT TO
INTERSTATE PIPELINES LOCATED WITHIN THE STATE, THE COMMISSION SHALL,
ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2014, APPLY FOR CERTIFICATION OR AGREEMENT
WITH THE U.S. SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION.

(B) ! M g A IF THE COMMISSION ENTERS INTO A
CERTIFICATION OR AGREEMENT WITH THE U.S. SECRETARY OF
TRANSPORTATION TO ACT FOR THE U.S. SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION TO
IMPLEMENT 49 U.S.C. CHAPTER 601 WITH RESPECT TO INTERSTATE PIPELINES
LOCATED WITHIN THE STATE, THE COMMISSION SHALL, IN ACCORDANCE WITH
FEDERAL REGULATIONS:

(1) MAKE PERIODIC CERTIFICATIONS AND REPORTS TO THE
EEBERAE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AS MAY BE REQUIRED
UNDER 49 U.S.C. CHAPTER 601; AND

(2) TAKE ANY OTHER ACTIONS NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT
RESPONSIBILITIES UNDER A CERTIFICATION OR AN AGREEMENT WITH THE U.S.
SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION UNDER THIS TITLE.

(C) THE COMMISSION MAY:
-
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(1) ACCEPT GRANTS-IN-AID, CASH, AND REIMBURSEMENTS MADE
AVAILABLE TO THE STATE TO IMPLEMENT FEDERAL PIPELINE SAFETY LAWS OR
OTHER FEDERAL LAW; AND

(2) CHARGE AN OWNER OF AN INTERSTATE GAS PIPELINE A FEE
TO RECOVER THE COSTS OF THE INSPECTIONS OF THE OWNER’S INTERSTATE
GAS PIPELINES LOCATED WITHIN THE STATE, LESS ANY GRANTS PROVIDED
THROUGH THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR INSPECTING
INTERSTATE PIPELINES.
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SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That, on completion of its

evaluation and determination under § 15-102(a) of the Public Safety Article, as
enacted by Section 1 of this Act, the Public Service Commission shall report to the
Governor and, in accordance with § 2-1246 of the State Government Article, the
General Assembly on its findings and conclusions.

SECTION £2- 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take
effect October 1, 2013.

Approved by the Governor, May 16, 2013.





