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Public Safety - Police Profiling - "Right-to-Carry" Permit 
 

   

This bill establishes that it is not a legitimate law enforcement purpose to use captured 

vehicle license plate data that indicates the owner of the vehicle has been issued a permit 

to carry, wear, or transport a handgun as the sole basis to stop and question the vehicle’s 

driver. 

   

 

Fiscal Summary 
 

State Effect:  None.  The bill’s requirements should not affect the operations or finances 

of any State law enforcement agency. 

  

Local Effect:  None.  The bill’s requirements should not affect the operations or finances 

of any local law enforcement agency. 

  

Small Business Effect:  None. 

  

 

Analysis 
 

Current Law:  Chapter 192 of 2014 specified procedures and protocols that a law 

enforcement agency must follow in connection with the operation of an “automatic license 

plate reader system” and “captured plate data.”  The Maryland Coordination and Analysis 

Center (MCAC), in cooperation with the Maryland Chiefs of Police Association and the 

Maryland Sheriffs’ Association, must develop a model audit policy for access to and use 

of automatic license plate reader (LPR) data by October 1, 2015. 

 

A law enforcement agency may not use captured plate data unless the agency has a 

“legitimate law enforcement purpose.”  An employee of a law enforcement agency who 
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violates the Act’s provisions is subject to maximum penalties of imprisonment for one year 

and/or a fine of $10,000. 

 

Chapter 192 defined a “legitimate law enforcement purpose” to mean the investigation, 

detection, or analysis of a crime or a violation of Maryland’s vehicle laws or the operation 

of terrorist or missing or endangered person searches or alerts.  An “automatic license plate 

reader system” means a system of one or more mobile or fixed high-speed cameras used in 

combination with computer algorithms to convert images of license plates into 

computer-readable data.  “Captured plate data” means the global positioning system 

coordinates, dates and times, photographs, license plate numbers, and any other data 

collected by or derived from an automatic LPR system, including active and historical data.        

 

The Department of State Police and any law enforcement agency using an automatic LPR 

system are required to adopt procedures relating to the operation and use of the system.  

The procedures must include (1) an identification of MCAC or law enforcement agency 

personnel who are authorized to query captured plate data gathered by an LPR system; 

(2) an audit process to ensure that information obtained through the use of an LPR system 

is used only for legitimate  law enforcement purposes, including audits of requests made 

by individual law enforcement agencies or an individual law enforcement officer; and 

(3) procedures and safeguards to ensure that MCAC staff with access to the LPR database 

are adequately screened and trained.  

 

 

Additional Information 
 

Prior Introductions:  None. 

 

Cross File:  None. 

 

Information Source(s):  Kent, Montgomery, Washington, and Worcester counties; Town 

of Leonardtown; City of Salisbury; Baltimore City; Governor’s Office of Crime Control 

and Prevention; Department of State Police; Department of Legislative Services 

 

Fiscal Note History:  First Reader - March 5, 2015 

 min/lgc 

 

Analysis by:   Guy G. Cherry  Direct Inquiries to: 

(410) 946-5510 

(301) 970-5510 
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