SENATE BILL 783

F2 61r0530

By: Senator Rosapepe
Introduced and read first time: February 5, 2016
Assigned to: Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
Senate action: Adopted
Read second time: March 18, 2016

CHAPTER __

AN ACT concerning

%&e&E&a&aﬁeﬂ Correctlonal Education Council - Adult Correctional
Institutions — &+ : % eses Study of Access to the Internet and
igher Educatlon Courses
(Raising Education Attainment)

pregrams requiring the Correctional Educatlon Councﬂ in cooperatlon with the
Maryland Higher Education Commission and the Department of Public Safety and
Correctional Services, to convene certain workgroups, identify certain issues, and
issue certain reports on or before a certain date; and generally relating to studies
regarding access to the Internet and higher education programs for individuals in
adult correctional institutions in the State.

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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2 SENATE BILL 783

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,

(@) The Correctional Education Council, in cooperation with the Department of
Public Safety and Correctional Services, shall convene a stakeholder workgroup to identify:

(1)  the current availability of Internet access in correctional institutions in

the State:

(2)  opportunities to expand access to the Internet for educational purposes
and other appropriate purposes: and

(3) any obstacles or barriers to meeting the objective of expanding access
to the Internet in correctional institutions in the State;

() The Correctional Education Council, in cooperation with the Maryland Higher
Education Commission, shall convene a stakeholder workgroup to identify:

(1) the availability of higher education courses to inmates;

(2) the demand for higher education courses in correctional institutions in
the State; and

(3) any obstacles or barriers to meeting that demand: and

© On or before December 1, 2016, the Correctional Education Council shall
report its findings under subsections (a) and (b) of this section to the Senate Education,
Health, and Environmental Affairs Committee and the House Appropriations Committee
in accordance with § 2-1246 of the State Government Article.

Artiele—Ed .
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SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect July
1, 2016.





