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Chapter 267

(House Bill 494)
AN ACT concerning

Agriculture — Animal Shelters — Uniform Standards of Operation and Care
(Animal Shelters Standards Act of 2016)

FOR the purpose of requiring an animal shelter to des =
&d:h%%e estabhsh a certam ertten veterinary care protocol on or before a certaln

dlsregard a certam written veterinary care protocol under certain circumstances;
requiring an animal shelter to make a certain written veterinary care protocol
available to the public and the Department of Agriculture on request; requiring an
animal shelter to establish and make available to the public in a certain manner a
certain written protocol for reclaiming lost animals and an annual summary of
certain intake and dlspos1t10n data on or before a certain date; 2

certain civil penaltv, spec1fv1ng that certain criminal penalties do not apply to this

Act; defining a certain $exms term; stating the intent and findings of the General
Assembly; and generally relating to animal shelters.

i



Ch. 267 2016 LAWS OF MARYLAND

BY adding to
Article — Agriculture
Section 2—1701 through 2—442 2-1705 to be under the new subtitle “Subtitle 17.
Animal Shelters”
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2007 Replacement Volume and 2015 Supplement)

BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments,
Article — Agriculture
Section 12—101 through 12-103
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2007 Replacement Volume and 2015 Supplement)

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article — Agriculture
Section 12-104
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2007 Replacement Volume and 2015 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Agriculture
SUBTITLE 17. ANIMAL SHELTERS.
2-1701.

&) IN THIS SUBTITLE
“ANIMAL SHELTER” MEANS:

(1) A COUNTY OR MUNICIPAL ANIMAL CONTROL FACILITY;

(2) AN ORGANIZATION THAT CONTRACTS WITH A COUNTY OR
MUNICIPALITY FOR ANIMAL CONTROL; OR

(3) AN ORGANIZATION THAT SHELTERS ANIMALS AND HAS RECEIVED
A GRANT FROM THE SPAY/NEUTER FUND UNDER SUBTITLE 16 OF THIS TITLE
DURING THE PREVIOUS YEAR. ENBICATED-
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(A) THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FINDS THAT ANIMAL SHELTERS PERFORM AN
INTEGRAL COMMUNITY SERVICE.

(B) IT IS THE INTENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO ENHANCE ANIMAL
SHELTER SERVICES BY PROMOTING HUMANE ANIMAL SHELTERING POLICIES AND
STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY SAFETY.

2-1703.

(A) AN ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2017, AN ANIMAL SHELTER SHALL

EVE AND-MAKE-REASONABEE EEEORTS-TO-ABHERE-FO ESTABLISH A WRITTEN

VETERINARY CARE PROTOCOL FOR DOGS AND CATS THAT IS CONSISTENT WITH

GUIDELINES SET FORTH IN THE MOST RECENT ASSOCIATION OF SHELTER

VETERINARIANS’ GUIDELINES FOR STANDARDS OF CARE IN ANIMAL SHELTERS
WITH RESPECT TO:
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(1) BASIC CARE;
(2) SANITATION;
(3) POPULATION MANAGEMENT;
(4) DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION;
(5) BEHAVIORAL HEALTH AND MENTAL WELL-BEING; AND
(6) EUTHANASIA.
(B) THE WRITTEN VETERINARY CARE PROTOCOL SHALL INCLUDE:

(1) STANDARDS THAT ARE NECESSARY TO PROTECT IMPOUNDBED
AD ' ANTV SHELTERED DOGS’ AND CATS’ HEALTH,

SAFETY, AND WELL-BEING; AND

(2) APLANFOR:
(I) QUALITY OF LIFE ENRICHMENT;
(I) VETERINARY CARE;

(II1) PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF CONTAGIOUS AND OTHER
DISEASES; AND

(IV) ANY OTHER HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS THAT
MATERIALLY AFFECT BM p p A ERE HMVEA SHELTERED
DOGS’ AND CATS’ HEALTH, SAFETY, AND WELL-BEING.

(C) AN ANIMAL SHELTER MAY DISREGARD ITS WRITTEN VETERINARY CARE
PROTOCOL FOR A DOG OR CAT THAT IS DEEMED TO BE TOO VICIOUS OR DANGEROUS
TO PERMIT SAFE HANDLING.

(D) AN ANIMAL SHELTER SHALL UPDATE ITS WRITTEN VETERINARY CARE
PROTOCOL AS NECESSARY TO REASONABLY ACCOMMODATE ANY SUBSEQUENT
UPDATES TO THE ASSOCIATION OF SHELTER VETERINARIANS’ GUIDELINES FOR
STANDARDS OF CARE IN ANIMAL SHELTERS.

(E) ON REQUEST, AN ANIMAL SHELTER SHALL MAKE ITS WRITTEN
VETERINARY CARE PROTOCOL AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC AND THE DEPARTMENT.
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2-1704.

ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2017, AN ANIMAL SHELTER SHALL ESTABLISH
AND MAKE AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC ON THE ANIMAL SHELTER’S WEB SITE OR IN
A CONSPICUOUS LOCATION WITHIN THE ANIMAL SHELTER’S FACILITY A:

(1) A WRITTEN PROTOCOL FOR RECLAIMING ANIMALS FROM THE
ANIMAL SHELTER THAT INCLUDES:

(1) THE MINIMUM HOLDING PERIOD FOR STRAY ANIMALS;

(I1) THE HOURS OF OPERATION DURING WHICH AN ANIMAL MAY
BE RECLAIMED BY THE ANIMAL’S OWNER OR CAREGIVER;

(IlI) THE FEES ASSOCIATED WITH RECLAIMING AN ANIMAL; AND

(IV) ANY IDENTIFICATION OR DOCUMENTATION THAT MUST BE
PROVIDED TO THE ANIMAL SHELTER BEFORE AN ANIMAL MAY BE RECLAIMED; AND

(2) AN ANNUAL SUMMARY OF INTAKE AND DISPOSITION DATA
REPORTED TO THE DEPARTMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH § 2-1602 OF THIS TITLE.

2-1705.

(A) A PERSON WHO VIOLATES THIS SUBTITLE IS SUBJECT TO A CIVIL
PENALTY NOT EXCEEDING $500.

(B) THE CRIMINAL PENALTIES UNDER TITLE 12, SUBTITLE 1 OF THIS

ARTICLE DO NOT APPLY TO THIS SUBTITLE.
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12-101.

Any person who violates any provision of this article is guilty of a misdemeanor.
Unless another penalty specifically is provided elsewhere in this article, the person, upon
conviction, 1s subject to a fine not exceeding $500, or imprisonment not exceeding three
months, or both, with costs imposed in the discretion of the court.

12-102.

Unless another penalty specifically is provided elsewhere in this article, any person
found guilty of a second or subsequent violation of any provision of the same title, is subject
to a fine not exceeding $1,000, or imprisonment not exceeding one year, or both, with costs
imposed in the discretion of the court. For the purposes of this section, a second or
subsequent violation i1s one which has occurred within two years of any prior violation of
this title and which arises out of a separate set of circumstances.

12-103.
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In addition to any administrative penalty provided in this article, violation of any
rule or regulation adopted by the Secretary pursuant to the provisions of this article is a
misdemeanor and is punishable as provided in §§ 12—101 and 12-102 of this subtitle.

12—-104.

This title does not apply to a violation of:

(1) Title 1, Subtitle 3 of this article; AND

(2) TITLE 2, SUBTITLE 17 OF THIS ARTICLE.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2016.

Approved by the Governor, April 26, 2016.
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