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Chapter 586
(House Bill 390)

AN ACT concerning

Improving the State Procurement Oversight Structure

Ad%se# repeahng a certaln provision of law relatmg to prequahflcatlon of certam
bidders and offerors; increasing the total value of certain contracts, leases, or other
agreements that require a business to file a specified disclosure with the Secretary
of State; requiring a certain reviewing authority to approve, disapprove, or modify a
certain decision of a procurement officer relating to a contract claim within a certain
period of time; providing that a decision not to pay a contract claim is a final action
for the purpose of a certain appeal; providing that failure to reach a certain decision
within a certain period of time may be deemed a decision not to pay a contract claim;
requiring a reviewing authority to comply with a certaln prov1s10n of law on or before
a certain date for certain pendlng dec1smns eHAE

in consultation with a certaln association, to study a certain issue and report to
certain committees of the General Assembly on or before a certain date; and
generally relating to requirements of the procurement law.

BY repealing
Article — State Finance and Procurement
Section 13-204
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2015 Replacement Volume and 2016 Supplement)

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article — State Finance and Procurement
Section 13—221 and 15-218
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2015 Replacement Volume and 2016 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:
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[13-204.

(a) (1) By regulation, each of the primary procurement units may provide for
the prequalification of persons as prospective responsible bidders or offerors for
procurements other than leases of real property.

(2) Each of the primary procurement units shall keep a register of all
prequalified persons.

(3) Persons prequalified as prospective responsible bidders or offerors by a
primary procurement unit for procurements of direct or indirect work—related services shall
be deemed to be prequalified for the purposes of procurements by the Department of
Human Resources of direct or indirect work—related services to benefit current recipients,
former recipients or non—custodial parents of children who are current or former recipients
of family investment program benefits.

(b) If a primary procurement unit or the Department of Human Resources uses a
prequalification procedure for awarding a procurement contract:

(1) a person who is not prequalified may submit a bid or proposal; and

(2) after bid opening or receipt of proposals and before awarding the
procurement contract, a procurement officer may determine that:

(1) a person who was not prequalified at the time of bid opening or
receipt of proposals is a responsible bidder or offeror; or
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(1)  a prequalified person is not a responsible bidder or offeror.]
13-221.

(a) The provisions of this section are broadly applicable and apply to all contracts,
leases, or other agreements entered into by the State.

(b) (1)  In this section, “beneficial ownership” means:
(1) any ownership interest of 5% or more in a business;

(11)  any ownership interest of 5% or more in 1 or more entities in a
chain of parent and subsidiary entities, any 1 of which participates in at least 5% of the
capital or profits of a business; or

(11) possession of an interest that exists under an agreement,
contract, relationship, understanding, or other arrangement and entitles a person to
benefits substantially equivalent to an ownership interest of 5% or more of a business.

(2)  In this section, unless there are special circumstances, an individual is
deemed to hold an ownership interest that is held by the individual’s spouse, the
individual’s child, or other relative of the individual who lives in the individual’s home.

(c) (1) If, during a calendar year, a business enters into contracts, leases, or
other agreements, with the State or its units or both, under which the business is to receive
from the State or its units or both a total of [$100,000] $200,000 or more, the business
shall file with the Secretary of State a list that contains the name and address of:

(1) any resident agent of the business;
(i1)  each officer of the business; and

(i11) if known, each person who has beneficial ownership of the
business.

(2)  The list shall be filed within 30 days of the date when the total value of
the contracts, leases, or other agreements entered into during the calendar year reaches

[$100,000] $200,000.
3) If a person who has beneficial ownership is unknown to the business, it
is sufficient for the business to disclose the legal ownership or the identity of the nominee

who holds title for the unknown person.

(d) A business or an officer of a business who violates any provision of this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to a fine not exceeding $10,000.
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15-218.

(a) Except as provided under § 15-219 of this subtitle, a procurement officer who
receives a protest or a contract claim from a contractor shall comply with this section.

(b) (1) On receipt of a protest or contract claim from a contractor, a
procurement officer:

(1) shall review the substance of the protest or contract claim;

(1)  may request additional information or substantiation through an
appropriate procedure;

(111) may discuss with interested parties and, if appropriate, may
conduct negotiations with the person initiating the protest or contract claim; and

(iv)  shall comply with any applicable regulations.

(2)  Unless clearly inappropriate, the procurement officer shall seek the
advice of the Office of the Attorney General.

(c) (1) Subject to subsection (b) of this section and consistent with the State
budget and other applicable laws, the procurement officer shall:

(1) resolve the protest or contract claim by agreement of the parties;
(11)  wholly or partly deny the protest or contract claim; or

(11) wholly or partly grant the relief sought by the person who
submitted the protest or contract claim.

(2) The procurement officer promptly shall send the decision in writing to
the reviewing authority.

(d)  Unless otherwise provided by regulation, the decision of the procurement
officer shall be reviewed promptly by:

(1)  the head of the unit; and

(2) the head of the principal department or other equivalent unit of which
the unit 1s a part.

(e) (1) Except as provided under paragraph (3) of this subsection, the
reviewing authority shall approve, disapprove, or modify the decision of the procurement
officer WITHIN 180 DAYS AFTER RECEIVING THE CONTRACT CLAIM OR A LONGER
PERIOD TO WHICH THE PARTIES AGREE.
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(2) The action of the reviewing authority under this subsection shall be the
final action of the unit.

(3) The reviewing authority may remand the proceeding with instructions
to the procurement officer.

(4) On remand, the procurement officer shall proceed under subsection (b)
of this section in accordance with those instructions.

(F) (1) A DECISION NOT TO PAY A CONTRACT CLAIM IS A FINAL ACTION
FOR THE PURPOSE OF APPEAL TO THE APPEALS BOARD.

(2) THE FAILURE TO REACH A DECISION WITHIN THE TIME REQUIRED
UNDER SUBSECTION (E) OF THIS SECTION MAY BE DEEMED, AT THE OPTION OF THE
CONTRACTOR, TO BE A DECISION NOT TO PAY THE CONTRACT CLAIM.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That, for any decision pending
review under § 15-218(d) of the State Finance and Procurement Article on the effective
date of this Act, a reviewing authority shall comply with § 15-218(e) of the State Finance
and Procurement Article, as enacted by Section 1 of this Act, on or before April 1, 2018.

SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That on or before December 1,

2017, the Department of  Transportation, in consultation with the
Marvland—Delaware—District of Columbia Press Association, shall:

(1)  study the use and cost for placing public announcements of solicitations
of interest for transportation architectural and engineering services in the Daily Record
and other print publications and whether to amend the Code of Maryland Regulations
21.12.02.10A; and

(2) report to the Senate Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs
Committee and the House Health and Government Operations Committee, in accordance
with § 2-1246 of the State Government Article, on the findings of the study conducted under
item (1) of this section.

SECTION 4. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2017.
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Approved by the Governor, May 25, 2017.





