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CHAPTER _____
AN ACT concerning

State Board of Professional Counselors and Therapists - Sunset Extension and
Program Evaluation

FOR the purpose of continuing the State Board of Professional Counselors and Therapists
in accordance with the provisions of the Maryland Program Evaluation Act (Sunset
Law) by extending to a certain date the termlnatlon provisions relatmg to statutory
and regulatory authority of the Board; altes : = :
prohibiting a certain number of individuals appomted as certain members of the
Board from holding a certain credential; requiring the Board to submit a certain
report to the General Assembly, in addition to the Governor and the Secretary of
Health, on or before a certain date each year; requiring the Board to create an Alcohol
and Drug Counselor Subcommittee to perform certain functions; altering the
educational requirements for licensure to practice clinical alcohol and drug
counseling; altering the educational requirements for licensure to practice clinical
marriage and family therapy; altering the educational requirements for licensure to
practice clinical professional counseling; altering the educational requirements for
licensure to practice clinical professional art therapy; altering the circumstances
under which the Board is required to waive certain application requirements for
certain individuals; altering the educational requirements for licensure to practice
certified associate counselor—alcohol and drug counseling; altering the educational
requirements for certlflcatlon to practlce cert1f1ed superv1sed counselor—alcohol and
drug counsehng, cer : :

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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11 prov1d1ng for the termlnatlon of certam provisions of this Act and certam rules and
12 regulations adopted under certain provisions of this Act subject to certain provisions
13 of law; requiring the Board, in consultation with the Maryland Department of Health
14 and the Department of Budget and Management, to report on certain matters to the
15 Department of Legislative Services on or before a certain date and at certain
16 intervals thereafter; requiring the Board to submit certain emergency and proposed
17 regulations to the Joint Committee on Administrative, Executive, and Legislative
18 Review within a certain number of days after the effective date of this Act; requiring
19 the Board to submit certain regulations to update provisions regarding certain
20 education and experience requirements to the Joint Committee on or before a certain
21 date; requiring the Board to distribute certain drafts to and receive feedback from
22 certain stakeholders and hold at least a certain number of meetings when drafting
23 certain regulations; requiring the Maryland Department of Health to make certain
24 employees available to the Board to assist in drafting certain regulations; requiring
25 the Board to make a certain determination regarding the regulation of the practice
26 of behavior analysis on or before a certain date and after consulting with the State
27 Board of Examiners of Psychologists, receiving input from certain stakeholders, and
28 holding at least a certain number of meetings; requiring the Board to make a certain
29 determination regarding the regulation of certain creative counselors and therapists
30 on or before a certain date and after receiving certain input and holding at least a
31 certain number of meetings; requiring the Board to make a certain determination
32 for a certain Board composition on or before a certain date and after making certain
33 other determinations, receiving input from certain stakeholders, and holding at least
34 a certain number of meetings; requiring the Department of Legislative Services to
35 submit a report and make certain recommendations to certain committees of the
36 General Assembly on or before a certain date requiring that—theterms—eof certain
37 members of the Board $eesn te to continue to serve until the end
38 of a certain term and that at a certaln tlme the Governor appoint certain members
39 in accordance with certain provisions of this Act; requiring that certain members of
40 the Board contmue to serve until a successor 1s appomted and qualifies; speeifsanse
41 beterme-of-theanits almembers-efthe-Subeemmittee: making conforming changes;
42 defmlng a certam term making th1s Act an emergency measure; and generally
43 relating to the State Board of Professional Counselors and Therapists.

44 BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
45 Article — Health Occupations
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Section 17-202(a), 17-205(b), 17-302(d) and (f), 17-303(d) and (f), 17-304(d) and (e),
17-304.1(e), 17-305, 17-403, 17-404, 17-405, :+=6A—0+ and 17-702

Annotated Code of Maryland

(2014 Replacement Volume and 2017 Supplement)

BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments,
Article — Health Occupations
Section 17-302(a), 17-303(a), 17-304(a), 17-304.1(a), and 17-502
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2014 Replacement Volume and 2017 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article - Health Occupations
17-202.

(a) (1) The Board consists of 13 members appointed by the Governor with the
advice of the Secretary.

(2) Of the 13 Board members:
(1) {Four} EPAE shall be licensed as clinical professional counselors;

(1))  fThree shall be licensed as clinical marriage and family
therapists;

(iii)} Three shall be licensed as clinical alcohol and drug counselors;

(iv)  One shall be licensed as a clinical professional art therapist;
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f¥)}6&®  Two shall be consumer members.

(3) The composition of the Board as to the race and sex of its members shall
reflect the composition of the population of the State.

(4)  The Governor shall appoint the counselors and therapists from a list
submitted to the Governor by the Secretary. Any association representing professional
counselors, marriage and family therapists, alcohol and drug counselors, or professional art
therapists may submit recommendations for Board members to the Secretary.

(5) TWO OF THE INDIVIDUALS APPOINTED AS A LICENSED CLINICAL
PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR MEMBER UNDER PARAGRAPH (2)(I) OF THIS
SUBSECTION MAY NOT HOLD ANOTHER CREDENTIAL ISSUED BY THE BOARD.

17-205.
(b) In addition to the duties set forth elsewhere in this title, the Board shall:

(1) Maintain a registry of all counselors or therapists currently licensed or
certified by the Board and all individuals currently working as trainees in accordance with
§ 17-406(b) of this title;

(2) Submit an annual report to the Governor [and], the Secretary, AND, IN
ACCORDANCE WITH § 2-1246 OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT ARTICLE, THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 31 EACH YEAR;

(3)  Adopt a code of ethics that the Board considers to be appropriate and
applicable to the counselors or therapists currently certified or licensed by the Board and
the individuals currently working as trainees in accordance with § 17—406(b) of this title;

(4) Establish continuing education requirements for the counselors or
therapists currently certified or licensed by the Board;

(5)  Adopt an official seal; sxd

(6) Create committees as it deems appropriate to advise the Board on
special issues; AND

(7) ESTABLISH AN ALCOHOL AND DRUG COUNSELOR
SUBCOMMITTEE TO:
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(1)) EVALUATE AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE BOARD
ON METHODS TO IMPROVE AND EXPEDITE THE LICENSURE AND CERTIFICATION
PROCESSES FOR ALCOHOL AND DRUG COUNSELORS AND DRUG TRAINEES;

(I1) EVALUATE AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE BOARD
ON METHODS TO IMPROVE AND EXPEDITE THE DISCIPLINARY PROCESS FOR
ALCOHOL AND DRUG COUNSELORS AND DRUG TRAINEES;

(II1) ASSIST THE BOARD IN DRAFTING REGULATIONS RELATED
TO ALCOHOL AND DRUG COUNSELORS AND DRUG TRAINEES; AND

(Iv) OTHERWISE ASSIST THE BOARD TO FULFILL THE PURPOSE
STATED IN § 17-102(B) OF THIS TITLE.

17-302.

(a) To qualify for a license to practice clinical alcohol and drug counseling, an
applicant shall be an individual who meets the requirements of this section.

(d) (1) Except as provided in § 17-305 of this subtitle, the applicant shall at a
minimum:

(1) Hold a master’s or doctoral degree in a health and human
services counseling field from a regionally accredited educational institution that is
approved by the Board; or

(1)  Hold a master’s degree from a regionally accredited educational
institution and have completed a program of studies judged by the Board to be substantially

equivalent in subject matter as MAY BE required [under this section] BY THE BOARD IN
REGULATION.

(2)  The applicant shall have completed [a minimum of 60 semester credit
hours or 90 quarter credit hours approved by the Board.

(3) The applicant shall have completed a minimum of 39 semester credit
hours or 65 quarter credit hours in alcohol and drug counselor training, including:

(1) A 3 semester credit hour or 5 quarter credit hour course taken at
a regionally accredited educational institution in each of the following:

1. Medical aspects of chemical dependency;
2. Group counseling;

3. Individual counseling;
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4. Family counseling;

5. Addictions treatment delivery;

6. Ethics that includes alcohol and drug counseling issues;
7. Human development;

8. Abnormal psychology;

9. Theories of counseling;

10. Treatment of co—occurring disorders; and

11.  Topics in substance—related and addictive disorders; and

(1)  An internship in alcohol and drug counseling that totals 6
semester credit hours or 10 quarter credit hours] ANY ADDITIONAL EDUCATIONAL
REQUIREMENTS ESTABLISHED BY THE BOARD IN REGULATION.

3] The applicant shall provide documentation to the Board evidencing the
completion of [60 hours of graduate course work] ANY EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS
ESTABLISHED BY THE BOARD IN REGULATION, completed at a regionally accredited
educational institution approved by the Board [that included training in:

(1) Personality development;
(2)  Diagnosis and treatment of mental and emotional disorders;
(3)  Psychopathology; and
(4)  Psychotherapy].
17-303.

(a) To qualify for a license to practice clinical marriage and family therapy, an
applicant shall be an individual who meets the requirements of this section.

(d) (1) Except as provided in § 17-306 of this subtitle, the applicant shall hold
a master’s or doctoral degree in a marriage and family field from an accredited educational
institution that is approved by the Board or have completed a program of studies judged by
the Board to be substantially equivalent in subject matter and extent of training as MAY
BE required [under this section] BY THE BOARD IN REGULATION.

(2) [In the case of an applicant holding a doctoral degree, the applicant
shall have completed a minimum of 90 graduate credit hours in training in marriage and
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family therapy approved by the Board that includes instruction in the following specialized
areas:

(1) Analysis of family systems;

(1)  Family therapy, theory, and techniques;

(i11)  Couples therapy, theory, and techniques;

(iv)  Gender and ethnicity in marriage and family therapy; and
(v) Sexual 1ssues in marriage and family therapy.

(3) In the case of an applicant holding only a master’s degree, the applicant
shall have completed a minimum of 60 graduate credit hours in training in marriage and
family therapy approved by the Board that includes instruction in the specialized areas set
forth in paragraph (2) of this subsection] THE APPLICANT SHALL HAVE COMPLETED

ANY ADDITIONAL EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS ESTABLISHED BY THE BOARD IN
REGULATION.

3] The applicant shall provide documentation to the Board evidencing the
completion of [60 hours of graduate course work] ANY EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS
ESTABLISHED BY THE BOARD IN REGULATION, completed at an accredited college or
university approved by the Board[, that included training in:

(1) Personality development;
(2)  Diagnosis and treatment of mental and emotional disorders;
(3)  Psychopathology;
(4) Family therapy; and
(5)  Psychotherapy].
17-304.
(a) Except as provided in § 17-307 of this subtitle, to qualify for a license to
practice clinical professional counseling, an applicant shall be an individual who meets the

requirements of this section.

(d) (1) The applicant shall hold a master’s or doctoral degree in a professional
counseling field from an accredited educational institution that is approved by the Board.

(2) [In the case of an applicant holding a doctoral degree, the applicant
shall have completed:
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(1) A minimum of 90 graduate credit hours in counselor training
approved by the Board, including instruction in:

1. Counseling theory and ethics;

2. Counseling techniques;

3. Human growth and development and maladaptive
behaviors;

4. Group dynamics, processing, and counseling;

5. Social and cultural foundations;

6. Lifestyle and career development;

7. Appraisal of individuals;

8. Research and evaluation;

9. Participation in a supervised practicum in professional
counseling;

10.  Marriage and family therapy; and
11.  Alcohol and drug counseling; and

(i1) Not less than 2 years of supervised experience in counseling
approved by the Board, 1 year of which shall have been completed after the award of the
doctoral degree.

(3) In the case of an applicant holding only a master’s degree, the applicant
shall have completed:

(1) A minimum of 60 graduate credit hours in counselor training in
the areas set forth in paragraph (2) of this subsection; and

(1) Not less than 3 years, with a minimum of 3,000 hours, of
supervised experience in counseling approved by the Board, 2 years of which shall have
been completed after the award of the master’s degree] THE APPLICANT SHALL HAVE
COMPLETED ANY ADDITIONAL EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS ESTABLISHED BY THE
BOARD IN REGULATION.

(e) The applicant shall provide documentation to the Board evidencing the
completion of [60 hours of graduate course work] ANY EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS
ESTABLISHED BY THE BOARD IN REGULATION, in the applicant’s respective area of
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HOUSE BILL 742 9

practice from an accredited college or university program approved by the Board[, including
training in:

(1) Personality development;
(2) Diagnosis and treatment of mental and emotional disorders;
(3)  Psychopathology; and
(4)  Psychotherapy].
17-304.1.
(a) Except as provided in §§ 17-304.2 and 17-307.1 of this subtitle, to qualify for
a license to practice clinical professional art therapy, an applicant shall be an individual

who meets the requirements of this section.

(e) The applicant shall provide documentation to the Board evidencing the
completion of [60 hours of graduate course work in art therapy] ANY EDUCATIONAL
REQUIREMENTS ESTABLISHED BY THE BOARD IN REGULATION, from an accredited
college or university program that is accredited by the American Art Therapy Association,
approved by the Board|, and includes training in:

(1) Personality development;
(2)  Diagnosis and treatment of mental and emotional disorders;
(3) Psychopathology;
(4) Psychotherapy;
5) Marriage and family therapy;
(6)  Addictions; and
(7)  Lifestyle and career development].
17-305.

(a) The Board shall waive the requirements for licensure for an applicant to
practice clinical alcohol and drug counseling if the applicant:

1) @ Isliecensedorecertified HOLDS A LICENSE as a chmcal alcohol
and drug counselor in another state, terrltory, or jurisdiction that
axe IS equivalent to he—r cerrer $
APPLICANT IS APPLYING FOR UNDER thls subtltle R
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(2) Submits an application to the Board on a form that the Board requires;

(3) Pays to the Board an application fee set by the Board; AND

(4) SATISFIES ANY OTHER EDUCATIONAL AND EXPERIENCE
REQUIREMENTS ESTABLISHED BY THE BOARD.

(B) THE BOARD MAY WAIVE EDUCATIONAL AND EXPERIENCE
REQUIREMENTS ESTABLISHED UNDER SUBSECTION (A)(4) OF THIS SECTION:

(1) UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES DETERMINED BY THE BOARD; AND

(2) FOR APPLICANTS WHO PETITION THE BOARD FOR WAIVER.

&) (C) The Board shall adopt regulations to implement this section.
17-403.

(a) Except as provided in § 17-405 of this subtitle, to qualify as a certified
associate counselor—alcohol and drug, an applicant shall:

(1) Be of good moral character;
(2) At a minimum:

1) Hold a bachelor’s degree from a regionally accredited educational
institution approved by the Board in a health and human services counseling field; or



DN =

Ol W~

©

10

11

12

13

14
15

16

17
18

19

20

21

22

23

24
25
26

27

28

HOUSE BILL 742 11

(i1)  Hold a bachelor’s degree from a regionally accredited educational
Institution and have completed a program of studies judged by the Board to be substantially
equivalent in subject matter AS MAY BE REQUIRED BY THE BOARD IN REGULATION;

(3) Have completed not less than 1 year with a minimum of 2,000 hours of
clinically supervised experience in alcohol and drug counseling approved by the Board; and

(4) Have [a minimum of 33 semester credit hours or 50 quarter credit hours
in alcohol and drug counselor training, including:

(1) A 3 semester credit hour or 5 quarter credit hour course taken at
a regionally accredited educational institution in each of the following:

1. Medical aspects of chemical dependency;

2. Addictions treatment delivery;

3. Group counseling;

4. Individual counseling;

5. Ethics that includes alcohol and drug counseling issues;

and
6. Abnormal psychology; and

(1)  Any three of the following 3 semester credit hour or 5 quarter
credit hour courses taken at a regionally accredited educational institution:

1. Family counseling;

2. Theories of counseling;

3. Human development;

4. Topics in substance—related and addictive disorders; and
5. Treatment of co—occurring disorders; and

(i11) An internship in alcohol and drug counseling that totals 6
semester credit hours or 10 quarter credit hours] COMPLETED ANY ADDITIONAL
EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS ESTABLISHED BY THE BOARD IN REGULATION.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this title, the applicant shall pass:

(1)  An examination approved by the Board under this title; and



W N

10
11

12

13

14
15

16
17

18

19

20

21
22

23

24

25
26

27
28

12 HOUSE BILL 742
(2) The law examination on this title administered by the Board.

(c) A certified associate counselor—alcohol and drug shall practice alcohol and
drug counseling under the supervision of a Board—approved alcohol and drug supervisor
who is:

(1) A licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor;

(2) A certified professional counselor—alcohol and drug;
(3) A licensed clinical professional counselor;

(4) A licensed clinical marriage and family therapist;

(5) A licensed clinical professional art therapist; or

(6) A health care provider licensed under this article with documented
expertise in alcohol and drug counseling.

(d) A certified associate counselor—alcohol and drug:
(1) May provide only:

(1) Alcohol and drug counseling as an employee of an agency or a
facility that is certified or licensed by the State;

(1)  Alcohol and drug counseling under the supervision of a
Board-approved supervisor as specified in subsection (c) of this section; and

(i11)  Supervision with approval by the Board; and
(2) May not practice independently.
17-404.

(a) To qualify as a certified supervised counselor—alcohol and drug, an applicant
shall:

(1) Be of good moral character;
(2) At a minimum:

1) Hold an associate’s degree from a regionally accredited
educational institution in a health and human services counseling field; or

(i1)) Hold an associate’s degree from a regionally accredited
educational institution and have completed a program of studies judged by the Board to be
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1 substantially equivalent in subject matter AS MAY BE REQUIRED BY THE BOARD IN
2 REGULATION; and

(U}

(3) Have [a minimum of 24 semester credit hours or 37 quarter credit hours
4 including:

5 (1) A 3 semester credit hour or 5 quarter credit hour course taken at

6 a regionally accredited educational institution in each of the following courses:

7 1. Medical aspects of chemical dependency;

8 2. Addictions treatment delivery; and

9 3. Ethics that includes alcohol and drug counseling issues;
10 (1)  Any three of the following 3 semester credit hour or 5 quarter

11 credit hour courses taken at a regionally accredited educational institution:

12 1. Group counseling;

13 2. Individual counseling;

14 3. Family counseling;

15 4. Theories of counseling;

16 5. Human development;

17 6. Abnormal psychology;

18 7. Topics in substance—related and addictive disorders; and
19 8. Treatment of co—occurring disorders; and

20 (i11)  An internship in alcohol and drug counseling that totals 6

21 semester credit hours or 10 quarter credit hours] COMPLETED ANY ADDITIONAL
22 EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS ESTABLISHED BY THE BOARD IN REGULATION.

23 (b) Except as otherwise provided in this title, the applicant shall pass:

24 (1) An examination approved by the Board under this title; and

25 (2) The law examination on this title administered by the Board.

26 (c) A certified supervised counselor—alcohol and drug shall practice alcohol and

27 drug counseling under the supervision of a Board—approved alcohol and drug supervisor
28 whois:
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(1) A licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor;

(2) A certified professional counselor—alcohol and drug;
(3) A certified associate counselor—alcohol and drug;
(4) A licensed clinical professional counselor;

(5)  Alicensed clinical marriage and family therapist;
(6) A licensed clinical professional art therapist; or

(7) A health care provider licensed under this article with documented
expertise in alcohol and drug counseling.

(d) A certified supervised counselor—alcohol and drug:
(1)  May provide only:

(1) Alcohol and drug counseling as an employee of an agency or
facility that is certified or licensed by the State; and

(i1)  Alcohol and drug counseling under the supervision of a
Board—approved supervisor as specified in subsection (c) of this section; and

(2) May not:
(1) Provide supervision; or
(i1)  Practice independently.
17-405.

(a) The Board shall waive the requirements for certification for an applicant to
practice alcohol and drug counseling if the applicant meets the requirements of this section.

(b) If the applicant is licensed or certified to practice as an associate
counselor—alcohol and drug, the Board shall grant a waiver under this section only if the
applicant:

(1) &  lshcensedorcertified HOLDS A LICENSE OR CERTIFICATE in
another state, terrltory, or jurisdiction that ks at-axe IS equivalent to ez
e S THE CERTIFICATE THE APPLICANT IS APPLYING

FOR UNDER thls subtltle OR
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(2) Submits an application to the Board on a form that the Board requires;

(3) Pays to the Board an application fee set by the Board; AND

(4) SATISFIES ANY OTHER EDUCATIONAL AND EXPERIENCE
REQUIREMENTS ESTABLISHED BY THE BOARD.

(C) THE BOARD MAY WAIVE EDUCATIONAL AND EXPERIENCE
REQUIREMENTS ESTABLISHED UNDER SUBSECTION (B)(4) OF THIS SECTION:

(1) UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES DETERMINED BY THE BOARD; AND

(2) FOR APPLICANTS WHO PETITION THE BOARD FOR WAIVER.

¢ (D) If the applicant is licensed or certified to practice as a supervised
counselor—alcohol and drug, the Board shall grant a waiver under this section only if the
applicant:

(1) @ Ilsheensedorcertified HOLDS A LICENSE OR CERTIFICATE in
another state, terrltory, or Jurlsdlctlon that ks at—are IS equivalent to ez
z e 4 THE CERTIFICATE THE APPLICAN T IS APPLYING
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(2) Submits an application to the Board on a form that the Board requires;

(3) Pays to the Board an application fee set by the Board; AND

(4) SATISFIES ANY OTHER EDUCATIONAL AND EXPERIENCE
REQUIREMENTS ESTABLISHED BY THE BOARD.

(E) THE BOARD MAY WAIVE EDUCATIONAL AND EXPERIENCE
REQUIREMENTS ESTABLISHED UNDER SUBSECTION (D)(4) OF THIS SECTION:

(1) UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES DETERMINED BY THE BOARD; AND

(2) FOR APPLICANTS WHO PETITION THE BOARD FOR WAIVER.

&5 (F) The Board shall adopt regulations to carry out this section.
17-502.

(a)  An applicant who otherwise qualifies for a license or certificate is entitled to
be examined as provided in this section.

(b) The Board shall give examinations to applicants at least twice a year, at the
times and places that the Board determines.

(c) The Board shall notify each qualified applicant of the time and place of
examination.

(d) (1) The Board may not limit the number of times an applicant may take an
examination required under this title.

(2)  The applicant shall pay to the Board a reexamination fee set by the
Board for each reexamination.

(e) The examination shall include a portion that tests an applicant’s knowledge
of the Maryland Professional Counselors and Therapists Act.
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17-702.

Subject to the evaluation and reestablishment provisions of the Maryland Program
Evaluation Act, this title and all rules or regulations adopted under this title shall
terminate and be of no effect after July 1, [2019] 2021.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That:

(a) On or before October 1, 2018, and every 6 months thereafter until October 1,
2021, the State Board of Professional Counselors and Therapists, in consultation with the
Maryland Department of Health and the Department of Budget and Management, shall
submit to the Department of Legislative Services a report on the progress made
implementing the recommendations contained within the December 2017 publication
“Sunset Review: Evaluation of the State Board of Professional Counselors and Therapists”.

(b) The progress reports required under subsection (a) of this section shall
address:

(1) the efforts made by the Board, in conjunction with the Maryland
Department of Health and the Department of Budget and Management, to:

(1) obtain additional personnel resources to allow the Board to
conduct a systematic evaluation and triage of the Board’s complaint backlog;

(1)  prioritize complaints based on potential public safety risks; and

(i11) develop a plan to systematically address the complaint backlog
and implement strategies to prevent future backlogs;

(2) the practices adopted by the Board to improve the thoroughness,
completeness, and legibility of investigative notes and the progress made in moving to an
electronic system to track complaints and investigations;

(3) the development of concrete timelines for the duration of investigations,
wherein after a certain period of time, a case should be dismissed or advanced except under
specified circumstances;

(5) the research and consideration the Board has given to extending the
use of education programs accredited by the respective professional accrediting
organizations for education requirements for licensed clinical professional counselors,
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clinical alcohol and drug counselors, clinical marriage and family therapists, certified
associate counselors—alcohol and drug, and certified supervised counselors—alcohol and
drug;

(6) any progress made toward the implementation of the proposed
portability plan for professional counselors and levels of reciprocity or endorsement to other
levels of licensees or certificate holders in other states who have practiced for a specified
number of years, passed a state law exam, and passed either a specified national
examination or hold a specified national certification from a respective national
credentialing organization;

(7 the specific efforts have been undertaken to train Board staff in current
requirements for direct licensure or certification responsibilities, and cross—training for
additional licensure and certification responsibilities;

(8) the progress of the investigation by the Board into implementing an
online licensing and certification system that:

(1) allows applicants to submit applications electronically;

(11)  assists the Board in keeping accurate records of the number of
applicants, licensees, and certificate holders; and

(111) tracks applications through the licensing and -certification
process;

9) whether the number and types of licenses and certificates currently
1ssued are necessary to protect the public or if a reduced number would adequately protect
the public and provide better access to services;

(10) the progress that has been made to implement systems to track
progress toward licensure and complaint resolution goals, in conjunction with the
Department of Budget and Management; asné

(11) the progress that has been made, in conjunction with the Maryland
Department of Health and the Department of Information Technology, to determine
whether the Board should be a part of the electronic licensing and disciplinary system;

(12) the progress the Board has made in determining whether it is more
appropriate for the Board or the State Board of Examiners of Psychologists to regulate the
practice of behavior analysis as required under subsection (d) of this section;

(13) the progress the Board has made in determining whether or not it
would be in the best interest of the State to regulate additional creative or expressive
counselors and therapists as required under subsection (e) of this section: and
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(14) the progress the Board has made in determining a Board composition
that appropriately represents the professions credentialed by the Board while providing
the best protection to the public as required under subsection (f) of this section.

(©) (1) Within 30 days after the effective date of this Act, the Board shall
submit emergency and proposed regulations to the Joint Committee on Administrative,
Executive, and Legislative Review:

1) on licensed clinical professional art therapists and licensed
graduate professional art therapists; and

(1) clarifying internship and supervised work experience
requirements for an applicant to qualify as a certified associate counselor—alcohol and drug
or a certified supervised counselor—alcohol and drug.

(2)  On or before January 1, 2019, the Board shall submit regulations to the
Joint Committee on Administrative, Executive, and Legislative Review to update, as
appropriate, provisions regarding education and experience requirements for:

(3] licensed clinical professional counselors;

(11) licensed graduate professional counselors:

(111) licensed clinical marriage and family therapists;

(iv) licensed graduate marriage and family therapists;

(v)  licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselors;

(vi) licensed graduate alcohol and drug counselors:

(vi1) certified associate counselors—alcohol and drug:

(viil) certified supervised counselors—alcohol and drug: and

(ix) alcohol and drug trainees.

(3) When drafting regulations in accordance with paragraph (2) of this
subsection, the Board shall:

@) distribute drafts to and receive feedback from interested

stakeholders: and

(1)  hold at least one public meeting.
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(4) The Maryland Department of Health shall make employees of the
Department available to the Board to assist in drafting the regulations required by this
subsection.

(d)  On or before June 1, 2019, the Board shall determine whether the Board or
the State Board of Examiners of Psychologists is the most appropriate board to regulate
the practice of behavior analysis after:

(1)  consulting with the State Board of Examiners of Psychologists;

(2)  receiving input from interested stakeholders; and

(3) holding at least one public meeting.

(e) (1) Onorbefore June 1, 2019, the Board shall determine whether or not it
would be in the best interest of the State to regulate additional creative or expressive
counselors and therapists and, if so, whether the Board or another existing health
occupations board should or a new board should be established to regulate the creative or
expressive counselors and therapists.

(2) The Board shall make the determination after:

1) receiving input from interested stakeholders; and

(1)  holding at least one public meeting.

® On or before October 1, 2019, the Board shall determine a Board composition
that appropriately represents the professions credentialed by the Board while providing
the best protection to the public after:

(1) making the determinations required under subsections (d) and (e) of
this section;

(2) receiving input from interested stakeholders: and

(3) holding at least one public meeting.

SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That, on or before December 1,
2019, the Department of Legislative Services shall report to the Senate Education, Health,
and Environmental Affairs Commaittee and the House Health and Government Operations
Committee, in accordance with § 2—1246 of the State Government Article, on the progress
to date of the State Board of Professional Counselors and Therapists in implementing the
recommendations contained within the December 2017 publication “Sunset Review:
Evaluation of the State Board of Professional Counselors and Therapists” and recommend
whether and for how long the termination date of the Board should be extended.

SECTION 4. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That:
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(a) Subject to subsection (b) of this section, theterms—of the two longest serving
members of the State Board of Professmnal Counselors and Theraplsts who are hcensed as
clinical smeeriase—s SHE = 3 ek 3
%%ﬁee&w%é&te professmnal counselors on the effectlve date of this Act shall contlnue to
serve until the end of the members’ current term at which time the Governor shall appoint
two licensed clinical professional counselors who do not hold another credential issued by
the Board as required by § 17-202(a)(5) of the Health Occupations Article, as enacted by
Section 1 of this Act.

(b) A member : e who finishes the member’s
term in accordance with subsection (a) of thls sectlon shall continue to serve until a
successor 1s appointed and qualifies.

&  eneumemberan 2091

SECTION &- 5. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act is an emergency
measure, is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public health or safety, has
been passed by a yea and nay vote supported by three—fifths of all the members elected to
each of the two Houses of the General Assembly, and shall take effect from the date it is
enacted.

Approved:

Governor.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.

President of the Senate.





