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AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL 939  

(First Reading File Bill)  

 

AMENDMENT NO. 1 

 On page 1, in line 10, after “license;” insert “providing that the installation of 

certain equipment that is attached to a pier for the cultivation of shellfish seed under a 

certain permit is a lawful use on private wetlands;”; and in line 22, strike “and 16–

202(h)” and substitute “, 16–202(h), and 16–304”. 

 

AMENDMENT NO. 2 

 On page 5, after line 3, insert: 

 

“16–304. 

 

 Notwithstanding any regulation adopted by the Secretary to protect private 

wetlands, the following uses are lawful on private wetlands: 

 

  (1) Conservation of soil, vegetation, water, fish, shellfish, and wildlife; 

 

  (2) Trapping, hunting, fishing, and catching shellfish, if otherwise 

legally permitted; 

 

  (3) Exercise of riparian rights to improve land bounding on navigable 

water, to preserve access to the navigable water, or to protect the shore against erosion; 

 

  (4) Reclamation of fast land owned by a natural person and lost during 

the person’s ownership of the land by erosion or avulsion to the extent of provable 

preexisting boundaries. The right to reclaim lost fast land relates only to fast land lost 

after January 1, 1972. The burden of proof that the loss occurred after this date is on 

the owner of the land; [and] 
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  (5) Routine maintenance and repair of existing bulkheads, provided 

that there is no addition or channelward encroachment; AND 

 

  (6) INSTALLING A PUMP, A PIPE, OR ANY OTHER EQUIPMENT 

ATTACHED TO A PIER FOR THE CULTIVATION OF SHELLFISH SEED IN A SHELLFISH 

NURSERY UNDER A PERMIT ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL 

RESOURCES UNDER § 4–11A–23 OF THE NATURAL RESOURCES ARTICLE, 

PROVIDED THAT THE PUMP, PIPE, OR OTHER EQUIPMENT DOES NOT REQUIRE 

INCREASING THE LENGTH, WIDTH, OR CHANNELWARD ENCROACHMENT OF THE 

PIER.”. 

 

 




