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Chapter 207

(House Bill 436)

AN ACT concerning

Task Force on FaxPelies—Reform—and FEairness the Economic Future of
Western Maryland

FOR the purpose of establishing the Task Force on e 28 Fagy
Economic Future of Western Maryland; specifying the membershlp of the Task
Force; providing for the appointment of a Senate cochair and House cochair of the
Task Force; providing for the staffing of the Task Force; prohibiting a member of the
Task Force from receiving certain compensation, but authorizing the reimbursement
of certain expenses; requiring the Task Force to study, consider, and make
recommendations regarding certain matters; requiring the Task Force to report its
findings and recommendations to the Governor and the General Assembly on or
before a certain date; providing for the termination of this Act; and generally relating
to the Task Force on Fease=Pehey—Reform—and Eageness the Economic Future of
Western Maryland.

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That:

the Economic

(a) There 1s a Task Force on Fs
Future of Western Maryland.

(b) The Task Force consists of the following members:

(1)  threesmembers one member of the Senate of Maryland who is a member
of the Western Maryland Delegation, appointed by the President of the Senate;

(2)  threesmembers one member of the House of Delegates who is a member
of the Western Maryland Delegation, appointed by the Speaker of the House;
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(3) the Secretary of Commerce, or the Secretary’s designee;

(4) the Executive Director of the Maryland Technology Development
Corporation, or the Executive Director’s designee;

(5) one county elected official serving in Allegany County, Garrett County,
or Washington County, appointed by the Maryland Association of Counties:

(6) one municipal elected official serving in Allegany County, Garrett
County, or Washington County, appointed by the Maryland Municipal League:

(7) a representative of Frostburg State University who has relevant
experience in economics, economic development, or business, appointed by the President of
Frostburg State University;

(8) a representative of the Tri—County Council for Western Maryland,
appointed by the Board of Directors of the Council;

9 one representative of the business community, appointed by the
Allegany County Chamber of Commerce;

(10) onerepresentative of the business community, appointed by the Garrett
County Chamber of Commerce; and

(11) one representative of the business community, appointed by the
Washington County Chamber of Commerce.

(c) (1) The President of the Senate shall designate one of the members
appointed from the Senate as cochair of the Task Force.

(2) The Speaker of the House shall designate one of the members appointed
from the House of Delegates as cochair of the Task Force.
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(d) The ____‘_ —O+—HFH ____::___'_‘_e___‘_‘_:_:_e_._:_‘_g_‘_e_:_‘_'_::_‘_:_._e______:_ ____ '_‘,_:_2__.__:_:_‘,_2_‘_::_‘_:_'
Department of Commerce shall provide staff for the Task Force.

(e) A member of the Task Force:
(1) may not receive compensation as a member of the Task Force; but

(2)  1s entitled to reimbursement for expenses under the Standard State
Travel Regulations, as provided in the State budget.

® The Task Force shall:
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(1)  study the current economic conditions of Western Maryland; and

(2) make recommendations regarding potential methods for the
improvement of the economies of Allegany County, Garrett County, and Washington
County, including:

) opportunities to expand economic activity in technology—based
industry, including biotechnology. cybersecurity, energy and energy storage, transportation
and logistics, and advanced manufacturing:

(1) opportunities to strengthen tourism-related businesses in
Western Maryland: and

(111) strategies to overcome barriers to the creation and expansion of
new small businesses in Western Marvland.

(2) On or before Beeember January 1, 2021, the Task Force shall report its
findings and recommendations to the Governor and, in accordance with § 2—1257 of the
State Government Article, the General Assembly.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect July
1, 2020. It shall remain effective for a period of 2=ears 1 vear and, at the end of June 30,
2022 2021, this Act, with no further action required by the General Assembly, shall be
abrogated and of no further force and effect.

Enacted under Article II, § 17(c) of the Maryland Constitution, May 8, 2020.





