
State Of Maryland

1. Name Of Project

Gibson Grove

2. Senate Sponsor 3. House Sponsor

Lee Love

4. Jurisdiction (County or Baltimore City) 5. Requested Amount

Montgomery County $305,402

6. Purpose of Bond Initiative

the acquisition, planning, design, construction, repair, renovation, reconstruction, site 
improvement, and capital equipping of the Historic Gibson Grove

7. Matching Fund

Requirements:

Grant

Type:

8. Special Provisions

[   ] Historical Easement [ X ] Non-Sectarian

9. Contact Name and Title Contact Ph# Email Address

Delegate Love sara.love@house.state.md.us

Senator Lee

10. Description and Purpose of Organization (Limit length to visible area)

In 1861, Sarah Gibson and her two children escaped enslavement from a Manassas plantation. 
She used her earnings as a seamstress and domestic laborer and bought several acres of land 
in the Cabin John area of Montgomery County. This area soon became known as Gibson 
Grove, and served as a center for the local African American community. A church and 
schoolhouse were built on the land so former slaves had access to a place of worship and 
education. The Historic Gibson Grove property and Moses Morningstar Cemetery play a 
critical and historic role in the African American community of Montgomery County and in 
the State of Maryland.  
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11. Description and Purpose of Project (Limit length to visible area)

The project will provide funds for the stabilization and preservation of HGG. Funds will 
stabilize the property and buildings; build a retaining wall to prevent stormwater damage; and 
remove and recycle fire-damaged trees to prevent more limb damage. All plans for 
renovation, preservation, and expansion of the property have been approved by the 
Montgomery County Historic Commission, though the Commission hasnt fulfilled any grant 
requests. The funds provided by the capital grant will allow for HGG to yield its full historical 
potential. By approving this LBI, Gibson Grove will expand their services to the Cabin John 
area and surrounding communities. Funding will also enable HGG to pursue future 
community development endeavors, including the construction of a community learning 
center. This community center would focus on STEM academics, and address critical social 
and mental health issues within the community.              

Round all amounts to the nearest $1,000. The totals in Items 12 (Estimated Capital Costs) and 
13 (Proposed Funding Sources) must match. The proposed funding sources must not include 
the value of real property unless an equivalent value is shown under Estimated Capital Costs.

12. Estimated Capital Costs

Acquisition

Design

Construction

Equipment

Total

$0

$29,650

$275,752

$0

$305,402

13. Proposed Funding Sources - (List all funding sources and amounts.)

Legislative Bond Initiative Capital Grant 

Total

$305,402

$305,402



Begin Design Complete Design Begin Construction Complete Construction

11/6/2019 9/18/2020 TBD TBD

14. Project Schedule (Enter a date or one of the following in each box. N/A, TBD or Complete)

15. Total Private Funds 
and Pledges Raised

16. Current Number of 
People Served Annually at 
Project Site

17. Number of People to be 
Served Annually After the 
Project is Complete

100000.00 0 2,000

18. Other State Capital Grants to Recipients in the Past 15 Years

Legislative Session Amount Purpose

19. Legal Name and Address of Grantee Project Address (If Different)

First Agape AMEZ Church 
PO BOX 1016 
Burtonsville, MD 20866

First Agape AMEZ Church 
7700 Seven Locks Road 
Bethesda, MD 20817

20. Legislative District in 
Which Project is Located

16 - Montgomery County

21. Legal Status of Grantee (Please Check One)

Local Govt. For Profit Non Profit Federal

[   ] [   ] [ X ] [   ]

22. Grantee Legal Representative 23. If Match Includes Real Property:

If Yes, List Appraisal Dates and ValueAddress:

Has An Appraisal 
Been Done?

Name:

Phone:

Eddie Bankhead 

301-526-8157

Yes/No

First Agape AMEZ Church 
PO BOX 1016 
Burtonsville, MD 20866



24. Impact of Project on Staffing and Operating Cost at Project Site

Current # of 
Employees

Projected # of 
Employees

Current Operating 
Budget

Projected Operating 
Budget

1 1 1500.00 1500.00

25. Ownership of Property (Info Requested by Treasurer's Office for bond purposes)

A. Will the grantee own or lease (pick one) the property to be improved? Own

B. If owned, does the grantee plan to sell within 15 years? No

C. Does the grantee intend to lease any portion of the property to others? No

D. If property is owned by grantee any space is to be leased, provide the following:

Lessee Terms of 
Lease

Cost 
Covered 
by Lease

Square 
Footage 
Leased

E. If property is leased by grantee - Provide the following:

Name of Leaser Length of 
Lease

Options to Renew

26. Building Square Footage:

Current Space GSF

Space to be Renovated GSF

New GSF

1,560

1,560

1,560



27. Year of Construction of Any Structures Proposed 
for Renovation, Restoration or Conversion

1923

28. Comments


