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Commission Members

* Chair — The Honorable Parris Glendening

« Senators
— Senator George C. Edwards
— Senator Sarah K. Elfreth
— Senator Obie Patterson
— Senator Craig J. Zucker

* Delegates
— Delegate Regina T. Boyce
— Delegate Mark S. Chang
— Delegate Jefferson L. Ghrist
— Delegate Eric G. Luedtke



Commission Charge

 The Commission will investigate and make
recommendations regarding overcrowding in Maryland
State parks, including:

The adequacy of existing State park facilities to meet
demand for recreational opportunities in the State;

Levels of operating funding and staff for existing State
parks, as well as the need for capital funding to provide a
high-quality experience to park visitors;

The need for new State park offerings and any
recreational deserts across Maryland; and

The extent to which State parks and associated
recreational opportunities are adequately accessible to all
populations of Marylanders, including low-income
Marylanders, those who lack access to a car, and
Marylanders with disabilities.
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Parks Advisory Groups

Park Advisory Commission
— Formed in 1972 and expanded to current membership in 2010.

— Provides advice and guidance to the Superintendent of the Maryland Park Service on
issues affecting the operations, maintenance, and overall mission of the State parks.

— 12 members with professional expertise in parks and recreation management and/or
commitment to advocating for State parks, appointed by the Governor with the advice of
the Secretary of Natural Resources.

Land Preservation and Recreation Plan Technical Advisory Committee

— Created to assist in development of Land Preservation, Parks and Recreation Plans.
(LPPRPs)

— Technical Advisory Committee that informed the development of the 2019-2023 LPPRP
consisted of 24 senior members of federal, state, and local government agencies and other
entities with connections to outdoor recreation.

Joint Subcommittee on Program Open Space and Agricultural Land
Preservation
— Started by the Legislative Policy Committee in 1991.

— Oversees Program Open Space (POS) and the Agricultural Land Preservation Program,
monitors the progress of the programs, and evaluates legislation affecting the programs.



Maryland State Park History

1907: First
State park land
set aside.
(Patapsco
Forest
Reserve, later
Patapsco
Valley State
Park)

1933: New
Deal Funding
and the
creation of the
Civilian
Conservation
Corps jump
starts park
development.

1945-1975: Park development
is a priority, with a focus on
developing amenities such as
picnic areas, full-service
campgrounds, and marinas;
many of the State’s most
popular parks, including
Assateague, Deep Creek
Lake, and Point Lookout,
were developed during this
period.

For more information,
see Maryland State
Park History

1970s onward: Park
funding decreases and
park development slows;
focus shifts from building
amenities like picnic areas
and playgrounds, to
building and maintaining
trails for exercise and
spiritual enlightenment.


https://dnr.maryland.gov/publiclands/Pages/history.aspx

State Park Report History

Commission of State Forests and Parks (1961-1967)
Governor’s Special Commission on State Parks (Fall 2000)
Maryland’s State Parks Funding Plan (September 12, 2007)
Maryland Park Service Five-Year Strategic Plan (January 2013)

Maryland Park Service 2016 Strategic Park Investment Plan
(November 2016)

Maryland Park Service Funding Report (February 19, 2019)
Critical Maintenance Program Report (December 13, 2019)

Maryland Outdoor Recreation Economic Commission Final Report
(December 2019)

Comprehensive Long-Range Plan (assumed under development)



Parks in Maryland

* Department of Natural Resources (DNR), local jurisdictions,
National Park Service:

— 2,200 parks, open spaces, and outdoor recreation properties;

— Roughly 90% of those 2,200 are neighborhood and regional
%atrks/outdoor facilities managed by counties and Baltimore

Iy,
— DNR manages the maijority of land acreage; and
— National Park Service operates 18 sites in the State.
« Economic impact of outdoor recreation in Maryland (2016):

— $14 billion in consumer spending;

— 109,000 Jobs;

— $4.4 Billion in wages and salaries; and

—  $951 million in State and local tax revenue.



Overview of State Parks in
Maryland

 DNR'’s Maryland Park Service maintains the
State’s Parks, including:

— 53 General State Parks;

— 25 Natural Resources Management Areas;
— [ Natural Environment Areas;

— 3 Rail Trails; and

— 2 State Battlefields.

e 2020: 21.5 million visitors
— 45% increase from 14.9 million visitors in 2019.
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State Park Map

MARYLAND STATE PARKS
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16. South Mountain State Park
17. Swallow Falls

18. Washington Monument
19. Youghiogheny Wild River
20. Wastern Maryland Rail Trail

1 Big Run 21. Woodmont

2. Casselman River Bridge 22. Wolf Den Run

3. Cunningham Falls 23. Bohemia River

4. Dans Mountain 24. Elk Neck

5. Deep Creek Lake NRMA 25 Fair Hill

6. Deep Creek Lake State Park 26, Gunpowder Falls

7. Fort Frederick 27. Hart-Miller lsland

8. Gambrill 28. Monocacy

9. Gathland 29. Morgan Run

10. Greenbrier 30. North Point State Battiefield
11. Herrington Manor 31, North Point State Park
12. New Germany 32. Patapsco Valley

13. Rocky Gap 33. Palmer

14. Sang Run 34. Patuxent River

15. S5outh Mountain 3. Rocks

State Battlefield 36. Seneca Creek

PETS MUST BE LEASHED
TRASH-FREE PARKS

Please take your trash with you.
Pack it in, pack it out.

ALCOHOL PROHIBITED

To report violations of park rules:
A 410-260-8888 or 1-800-825-PARK
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37. Soldiers Delight

38 Susguehanna

39, Torrey C_ Brown Rail Trail
40, Cabvert Cliffs

41 Cedarville

42. Chapel Point

43. Chapman

44, Franklin Point

45. Greenwell

46. Helen Avalynne Tawes Garden
47 Merkle

48. Newtowne Neck

49, Point Lookout 58. lanes Island

59. Martinak

50. Rosaryville
51.Sandy Paint 60. Pocomoke River
52 Smallwood 61. Sassafras

62. Tuckahoe
63. Wye Island
64, Wye Oak

53.5t. Clements Island
54.5t. Mary's River

55, Assateague

5&. Bill Burton Fishing Pier
57. Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad

MARYLAND PARK SERVICE

580 Taylor Ave.
Annapolis, MD 21401
1-800-830-3974

Reservations: parkreservations.maryland.gov

dnr.maryland.gov/publiclands

I emostateparis
ﬂh @AccessONR

a AccessDNR FREE Mobile App
. y

@a FREDERICK
2¢) @HOW&RD@

MONTGOMERY

m%L (35 @@ &

@ HARFORD 3] Ly SERIS

ngmonz @ Kg
ANNE %@

QUEEN
ANNE'S
ARUNDEL
PRINCE @ €5) CAROLINE

GEORGE'S @ 6304 @

-0

© @

@ CALVERT DORCHESTER
cuna% Mns;'v's@ (40 WICOMICO
®® (5) somerser @ ©
o o WORCESTER

e
Maryland S MATURAL FESOUCES

Larey Hogan, Gevimer Joareia Had daway-Rictio, Secratary

The services of f

Natural Res able to a
, o physical ar ity. This B

bl in aiternative format equest.

10 race, colr, religion, sex, sexual orientation, age,
DNR [4-092420-255 52020




DNR Total Acreage

Total
Sub-designation Number Acres¥ Acres®
State Park System State Park - General 53 97,446
Matural Resources Management Area 25 2?,51?
Matural Environment Area 7 12,701
Rail Trail 3 897
State Battlefield 2 2,519 141,180
State Forest System State Forest - General 9 148,764
Demonstration Forest 5 4,353
Tree Nursery 1 299
Chesapeake Forest Lands 1 72,909
Fire Tower 16 45 226,880
Wildlife Management
Areas 64 126,798 126,798
Fishery Management
Areas Fish Propagation Area 6 530
Public Fishing Area 17 635 1,165
Undesignated 7 2,007 2,007
Marine [ Communications
Facilities 9 96 96
GRAND TOTALS* 225 X 498,126%*

Source: DNR Fiscal Year 2020 Acreage Report



State Park Comparisons (2018)
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Delaware Maryland Michigan North Carolina Pennsylvania
@ Attendance (visits) Total Per Acre 223 101 103 81 130
@ Attendance (visitor-hours) Total Per Acre 672 303 311 245 391
O Operating Expenditures Total Per Acre 1,076 470 223 187 358
m Capital Expenditures Total Per Acre 385 61 37 75 64
@ Revenue Total Per Acre 747 86 213 47 88
A Labor (person-hours) Total Per Acre 67 14 13 11 11
Labor (personnel) Total Per Acre 0.032 0.007 0.006 0.005 0.005
Acres Total 26,413 140,000 302,661 234,976 295,172

Source: 2019 Outlook and Analysis Letter: The vital statistics of America’s state park systems.
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Maryland State Park Visitors and
Capacity Closures (2010-2020)
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2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 Total
= Visitors (millions) (Fiscal Year) 10.1  10.70 11.08 10.09 10.30 11.26 1294 1399 13.78 1356 17.49 135.29
—@- Capacity Closures (Calendar Year) 54 46 38 49 84 122 112 122 66 101 292 1,086

Source: Department of Budget and Management and Department of Natural Resources
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Maryland State Park Capacity
Closures (Calendar 2010-2020)
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2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 Total
® Point Lookout (Southern) 2 2 3 2 3 8 10 6 4 8 19 67
m Calvert Cliffs (Southern) 0 0 1 1 3 2 4 5 2 1 53 72
= Cunningham Falls (Houck) (Western) 10 7 3 4 5 10 10 6 10 10 15 90
® North Point (Central) 3 4 2 2 3 14 13 12 7 13 23 96
m Assateague (Eastern) 8 5 2 3 8 13 7 14 8 10 18 96
= Sandy Point (Southern) 6 7 6 6 13 17 9 10 9 5 23 111
H Greenbrier (Western) 19 13 8 12 17 21 25 22 2 6 21 166
u Patapsco Valley (Central) 3 6 11 16 31 36 33 43 22 35 109 345

Source: Department of Budget and Management and Department of Natural Resources
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Operating Funding and Personnel
Changes

2005: Maryland Park Rangers with law enforcement powers
transferred to the Natural Resources Police.

2007-2009 (Great Recession): General funds exchanged for transfer
tax special funds via Chapter 2 of 2007 first special session.

2017: Chapter 692 of 2017 created the Revenue Equity Program,
increasing the amount of overall funding provided to certain jurisdictions
in payment-in-lieu-of-taxes (PILOTs) from either the State general fund
or the Forest or Park Reserve Fund when general fund revenues are
down.

2017: Chapter 23 of 2017 required that minimum funding of 100% of
own-sourced revenues collected in the Forest or Park Reserve Fund
from the second preceding year (less administrative costs and prior-
year closing fund balance) be budgeted for the Maryland Park Service.
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http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Search/Legislation?target=/2007s1/billfile/HB0001.htm
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0273/?ys=2017rs
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0152/?ys=2017rs

Operating Funding and Personnel

$60

$50

$40

$30

$20

$10

$0

$10 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 20122013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

=== Reimbursable Fund Expenditure $0.5 $0.2 $0.6 $0.3 $0.4 $0.3 $0.4 $0.3 $0.3 $0.4 $0.5 $0.7 $0.6 $0.5 $0.7 $0.8 $1.2 $1.0 $0.9 $1.3
@ Federal Fund Expenditure $0.5 $0.3 $0.2 $0.3 $0.5 $0.5 $0.5 $0.6 $0.7 $0.7 $0.3 $0.1 $0.2 $0.1 $0.4 $0.2 $0.2 $0.1 $0.4 $0.4
=3 Special Fund Expenditure $14.4$14.1$14.9815.6$15.3$15.6$34.5$34.0$33.7$34.6$32.7$34.8$14.5$35.0841.7$45.6$47.4$40.2348.7$52.3
== General Fund Expenditure $27.1$24.3$15.1$13.2$16.1$15.7 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.4 $0.8 $2.5$23.6 $4.9 $0.0 $0.0 $3.3 $5.7 $5.2 $0.0
=@—Number of Contractual Positions 290 225 263 240 263 242 248 259 287 266 381 261 244 253 321 213 230 237 281 279
=& Number of Authorized Positions 332 314 212 223 213 205 263 254 251 249 245 246 246 245 250 252 259 259 258 262

Source: Department of Budget and Management and Department of Legislative Services
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Transfer Tax Formula (Fiscal 2022

Example)

Land Herit. Rural A
Acq. Cons Legacy and Debt $81.2M ‘ $81.2M

Service

¥ ¥
$3.0M — " 50.0% POS State 50.0% Other
4+

Up to $3M
Heritage Areas
Authority

15

Transfer Tax Revenues + $232.1M
S7.0M —» " 97.0% — Remainder< $225.1M
* |
3%
A?i?n?n Remainder + Previous Fiscal Year Overattainment/Underattainment $225.1M -S5.1M =
‘ S$220.M
100.0% — Allocation to Programs $220_1|\/|
$4.0M $11.0M $37.0M + $0.5M
) ’ ' 165.3M
=S$37.5M ‘ >
$2.2M y 3
75.15% Program Open Space




Transfer Tax Formula (Fiscal 2022
Example)

$81.2M $81.2M

J \

50.0% POS State 50.0% Other

$ s32.5m $48.7M

X

$3.0M . - —
| > Heritage Areas — up to $3.0 million. || o Loca‘I(AIIocation
S8.0M > Rural Legacy — up to $8.0 million. Y
+—¥ Debt Service on 2009 POS Bonds — > of $21M
6.4M |~ , - . or 20% of POS
S approximately $6.0 million until State + Other
2026. Forest and

Park Service

$20.7M - $8.9M (MES) . Capital_ Development — 1/8 of POS
allocation, Rural Legacy and

=$11.9M Additional State Land Acquisition

less Heritage Areas Authority and
less Maryland Environmental

S1.2M ——Seryice.

. Park Service - additional

$6.0M $1.2 million from Capital
\ Development.

+ Baltimore City Direct Grant — at least

$35.8M ~——_$6.0 million.

+ POS State Allocation — remaining
funds.

Source: Department of Budget and Management and Department of Legislative Services
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Capital Funding Changes

. 2002 - 2018: Transfer tax diversions totaled approximately
$1.4 billion between fiscal 2002 and 2016, of which approximately
$0.7 billion has been replaced and a plan for replacing $242.2 million
has evolved since fiscal 2018 with modifications each year shifting
repayment amount timing and allocation.

. 2017 and after: Natural Resources Development Fund funding
(approximately $18.0 million) used to develop an equestrian course
and other improvements at Fair Hill Natural Resources Management
Area.

. 2020: Transfer tax special funds used to defray the need for general

obligation bonds to complete Maryland Environmental Service water
and wastewater capital projects in the Maryland State Parks.
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Infrastructure and Maintenance

DNR owns and manages over 120 facilities, including:

— 2,000 buildings; 700 miles of roads; 29 dams; bridges; various
other structures.

State Park System: Largely developed by Civilian
Conservation Corps (CCC) in 1930s and 1940s, and during
post-WWII period in 1950s and 1960s.

Critical Maintenance Program Backlog (2021):

— 468 Projects

— Estimated cost: $31,809,361

DNR has procurement authority for projects estimated up to
$50,000; awards approximately 75 to 100 contracts annually.

Department of General Services (DGS) administers and
awards contracts over $50,000.
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Critical Maintenance Projects

Minor bathhouse or comfort station renovation and
upgrades (e.g., instaling new plumbing fixtures,
partitions, and lights).

Exterior sheathing and window and door replacement
(e.g., new roofing, siding, flashing, windows and
doors).

Interior renovations (e.g., installing new carpet, tile,
ceiling tile, shelving, appliances, and light fixtures).

Basic sitework (e.g., road repairs, culvert replacement,
and fence and gate installation).
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Critical Maintenance Program
Funding

$50.0
$45.0
$40.0
m $35.0
C
ko)
= 30.0
= $
=
& $25.0
2
£ $20.0
5
s $15.0
$10.0
$5.0 I I
$0.0 m NN HEm [ ‘N
: All
sgg: 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
S
Total $14.0 $1.6 $3.5 $3.5 $4.1 $3.8 $3.8 $2.9 $1.3 $6.6 $3.4 $10.1 $4.6 $2.8 $7.2 $6.0 $6.0 $13.0 $4.2 $4.0
e SF $1.6 $3.5 $3.5 $4.1 $3.8 $3.8 $2.9 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.2 $2.8 $4.4 $6.0 $6.0 $13.0 $4.2 $4.0
[===]ele) $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $1.3 $6.6 $3.4 $10.1 $4.5 $0.0 $2.8 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0
—8— Ending Balance $3.2 $56 $8.1 $5.8 $1.4 $2.0 $3.2 $9.6 $5.1 $5.1 $6.1 $11.5$11.5$17.2 $18.7
=@--Ending Backlog $39.5 $37.7 $41.3 $43.5 $31.8

Source: Department of Budget and Management, and Department of Legislative Services.
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Maryland Park Service Regions
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Park Outreach Programs

 Es Mi Parque Program

— DNR pilot project launched in 2016 to improve
customer service and reduce access barriers for the
Hispanic community at State parks.

* Healthy Parks Healthy People Initiative

— Offers outdoor recreation and exercise programs,
iIncluding yoga, paddle boarding, walking, hiking,
biking, and more.

« Park Ranger-led conservation programs reach
over 220,000 visitors annually.
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Priority Areas for Improvement

* Priority areas for enhancing outdoor recreation
statewide include:

Better maintenance and improvement measures for
basic parks and recreation infrastructure;

Investing in trails and enhancing opportunities for
biking and walking; and

Improving marketing, availability, and accessibility of
information about outdoor opportunities online and
at public parks and open spaces.
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Outdoor Recreation Participation

PMaryland Land Preservation and Recreation Plan Survey COutdoor Recreation Participation - 2018
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Barriers to Park Access

* Public Survey: Barriers to Participating in Outdoor Recreation
(2018):
— No time: 39% (down from 46% in 2013).
— Lack of Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) accessible
features: 4% (not measured in 2013).
* Transportation:
— Accessing parks and outdoor recreation:
- 93% Automobile; 10% Walk; 5% Bike; 2% Public Transit; 1% Other.
— ﬁlose-to-Home: most people not willing to drive more than an
our.
* ADA Accessibility:
— 2018: 14% of households have a need for ADA facilities or
services (up from 12% in 2013).

— Respondents aged 65 or older 2x as likely as other age groups
to cite lack of ADA-accessible features as a barrier.
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DNR Central Region Inventory

Maryland Department of Nataral Resourcea: 2019 Land Preaervation and Recreation Plan

Map 1: Central Region Inventory
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5-Mile Proximity to Natural Areas —
Central Region

Maryland Department of Narural Resources: 2019 Land Preservation and Recreation Flan

Map 1A: 5-Mile Proximity to Natural Areas - Central Region

This map displays
number of locations
with a natural area
within a 5-mile radius.

Legend
0
<10

10 - 25

- -

@@ DONR or Federal Lands

Ky Map

%M}AHYLAND
DRI AT OF
URAL RESOURCES.

—_—

27

Lagend

Lorwer Participation

- Higher Partcipation

“Based on silistically vald survey
resulls by counly indicating particpaton

in matuefwidide mlaled  recreaton.

Sites listed in bald were
included in this analysis:

State Parks

1 ELKMECK 8P

= GUMPOWUGER FALLS &P

3 HAMMERMAN AREA

& HART, MILLER AND PLEASURE ISLANDS &P
5 MATTHEW HENSOM 58

E MORTH FOINT SP

T PALMER =P

B PATAPSCO VALLEY &9

5 PATUXENT RIVER SP

2 SUSOUEHANHA &P

11 ELW NECK ZF
14 STOMEY DEMONSTRATION &F

ANONDALE Wi A

GWTMNBROOR WA
HUGE-THOMAS WA
NEHEE BESHERS WHA
OLD BOHEMLA WA
BTRIDER WMa

Other DNR Assets
WOREAN RN HEA
SOLBIE RS DELIGHT NEA
BUS H OECLARATIGN NRMA
FAIRE HILL NAMA

EYHUM AUN FOND PES
FOREST HILLLAKE Pfa
IEING SUN POND PFA
TORMEY £ BROWN RAL TRAL

4 =t
g
"
=
i
3
E
*

33

1-33:3:4:1:3-3

CHESAFEAKE AND OHGD CANAL

HATIOMAL HISTAORICAL PARE

CLARA BARTOMN NATIONAL HISTORIS SITE
FORT MCHERRY NATIONAL MONUNERT

AN HISTORIC SHitiNE

GEORMCE WASHINGTON MEMORIAL PARKWAY
BLEM EEHE PARK

HANPTON HATIOMAL HISTORIC SITE

YR we

= County/ Baltimore City Properties

Nede: A list af courty siles included
in mach analyss & available upon
request from the Stewardship Team
of e Land Acquisilion and Planning
Uit 1 the Marylard Depariment of
Matural Rescuces. For local parks
and recrealicn iwenlories, please
‘carmull the Local Presenvation, Parks,
and Recrealion Plans.

Acronym Key
o Siuta Park.
SF Sta Fosat

WHA  Wisdile Managenest A
Matsral Exannment A

HAMA  Materal Fesosrce Mansgemest At
FFA Pabic Fasieg A




5-Mile Proximity to Natural Areas —
Eastern Region

Maryland Department of Natural Resources: 2019 Land Preaervation and Recreation Plan

Map 2A: 5-Mile Proximity to Natural Areas - Eastern Region
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5-Mile Proximity to Natural Areas —
Southern Region

Maryland Department of Natural Resources: 2019 Land Preservation and Recreation Plan
Map 3A: 5-Mile Proximity to Natural Areas - Southern Region
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5-Mile Proximity to Natural Areas —
Western Redion

Maryland Department of Natural Resources: 2019 Land Preservation and Recreation Plan

Map 4A: 5-Mile Proximity to Natural Areas - Western Region
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Trails

« DNR maintains 1,447 miles of land trails in the
State.

— Used for walking, hiking, cycling, mountain biking,
equestrians, and off-highway vehicles.

— Notable trails in Maryland:
* 40 miles of the Appalachian Trail;
« 73 miles of the Great Allegheny Passage; and
* 184.5 miles of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal.

* Maryland has over 782 miles of State-
designated water trails.
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5-Mile Proximity to

Trails —
Southern Region

Marvland Department of Natural Resources: 2010 Land Preservation and Recreation Plan

Map 3F: 5-Mile Proximity to Trails - Southern Region
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Water Access

Maryland has approximately 488 public water access sites.
— 250 are boat ramps.
— 238 are soft access, wharves or transient docking facilities.

— Most public water access sites are owned and managed by
local jurisdictions.

The Chesapeake Bay Public Access Plan (2013)

— Developed a strategy for achieving the goal of 300 new public
access sites by 2025.

— Maryland has more public water access sites than any other
jurisdiction in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed.

Maryland Online Water Access Guide/Maryland Public Water
Access app: DNR database for general public water access
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Statewide Water Access and Water
Trails

Maryland Department of Natural Resources 2019 Land Preservation and Recreation Plan
Statewide Water Access and Water Trails
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National Participation Change in
Outdoor Activities

Change in National Participation (participation figures x 1,000)

2013
Canoeing 10,153
Kayak Fishing 1,798
Kayaking {Recreational) 8. 716
Kayaking (Sea/Touring) 2,694
Kayaking {White Water) 2,146
Sailing 3,915
Stand Up Paddle Boarding 1.883

2014 2015 2016
10,044 10,236 10,046 -1.1%

2,074 2265 2,37 31.8%
8855 9,499 10,017 14.9%
2912 3079 3,124 16.0%
2351 2518 2,552 18.9%
3924 4,099 4,095 4 6%

2751 3020 3220 61.6%

Source: National Outdoor Recreation Participation Topline Report (2017,

Outdoor Foundation)
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5-Mile Proximity to Water
Recreation — Eastern Region

5-Mile Proximity to Water Recreation - Eastern Regiep
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Park Equity Mapper

The Maryland Park Equity Mapper tool was developed by
DNR with the University of Maryland School of Public Health
and other partners.

The tool assists in determining where new park space is
needed, and which communities may be currently
underserved or underutilized by existing park space.

Components of the tool include the following: population
density, = concentration of low-income  households,
concentration of children under the age of 17, concentration of
adults over the age of 65, concentration of non-white
population, distance to public park space, distance to public
transportation, and walkability.
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Park Equity Mapper — Maryland
(County level with Parks and Selected Park
Closures 2010-2020)
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Park Equity Mapper — Baltimore
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Climate Change:
Adaptation/Resiliency

Adaptive land management sea level rise models: indicate that
68,700 acres of DNR-managed lands are located under two feet of
elevation and vulnerable to inundation by 2050, with an additional
16,300 acres vulnerable by 2100.

State lands climate assessment: DNR plans to conduct a vulnerability
assessment of State recreational lands that will utilize climate change
related GIS data, infrastructure data, and ecological data to identify and
understand vulnerabilities and impacts, including long—term impacts to
recreational use, water access, infrastructure, and ecosystem
management.

Accounting for Maryland’s ecosystem services framework: maps
ecosystem services, including nitrogen removal, carbon sequestration,
air quality improvements, stormwater and flood prevention, surface
water protection, groundwater recharge, and wildlife habitat/ biodiversity.
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Questions?

« Contact information for questions or to
submit written comments and requests to
deliver oral comments:

— Jeremy D. Baker
(jeremy.d.baker@mlis.state.md.us)

— Andrew Gray
(andrew.gray@mlis.state.md.us)
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