LAWRENCE J. HOGAN, JR., Governor Ch. 303

Chapter 303

(Senate Bill 170)

AN ACT concerning

Transportation—-Related Property an€
Prohibited Acts; and Enforcement

peﬁeé proh1b1t1ng certam persons from w1llfully alterlng, dlsconnectmg, tampering
with, removing, or otherwise interfering with certain transportation—related
property or an intelligent transportation system; establishing certain penalties for
the violations against certain transportation—related property or an intelligent
transportation system; defining certain terms; and generally relating to duties;
prohibited acts; and enforcement related to transportation—related property and

BY adding to
Article — Transportation
Section 21-206.1
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2020 Replacement Volume)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:
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Article — Transportation

21-206.1.

(A) (1) IN THIS SECTION THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS
INDICATED.

(2) “COMPONENT FOR ELECTRICAL CURRENT TRANSMISSION AND

STORAGE” INCLUDES ANY OF THE FOLLOWING IF IT IS PLACED BY THE AUTHORITY
OF A PUBLIC BODY OR OFFICIAL:

(I) A BATTERY;

(I1) AN ITEM USED FOR SURGE PROTECTION;

(I11) A FUSE;

(IVv) A CONDUIT;

(V) A CIRCUIT BREAKER;

(VI) A TRANSFORMER;

(VII) A HAND HOLE;

(VIII) A MANHOLE; AND

(IX) CONDUCTOR WIRE.

(3) “INTELLIGENT TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM” INCLUDES ANY OF
THE FOLLOWING IF IT IS PLACED BY THE AUTHORITY OF A PUBLIC BODY OR
OFFICIAL:

() A WIRED OR WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS DEVICE
CONNECTED TO A TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICE OR A LIGHTING DEVICE;

(Ir) ANY FIBER-OPTIC COMMUNICATIONS CABLING
CONNECTED TO ANY GOVERNMENT-OWNED OR —PLACED
TRANSPORTATION-RELATED EQUIPMENT OR DEVICE THROUGH WIRELESS RADIO,
BLUETOOTH, WI-FI, OR MICROWAVE SYSTEMS; AND
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RADIO CONSOLES;
MODEMS;

ROUTERS;

SWITCHES;

ENCODERS;

DECODERS;

POWER SUPPLIES;
TRAFFIC CONTROLLERS;
ROAD SENSORS;
VARIABLE MESSAGE SIGNS;
CAMERAS;

ROADSIDE UNITS;

Ch. 303

HIGHWAY ADVISORY RADIO WEATHER SENSORS;

RADIO TOWERS AND SHELTERS;

SPEED DETECTORS;

REMOTE TRAFFIC MICROWAVE SENSORS;

PORTABLE GENERATORS;
FOG WARNING SYSTEMS;
BLUETOOTH READERS;

POWER CONTROLLERS;

UNINTERRUPTIBLE POWER SUPPLIES; AND

BATTERIES OR BATTERY BACKUPS.
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(B) A PERSON WITHOUT LAWFUL AUTHORITY MAY NOT WILLFULLY ALTER,
DISCONNECT, TAMPER WITH, REMOVE, OR OTHERWISE INTERFERE WITH A
TRANSPORTATION-RELATED COMPONENT FOR ELECTRICAL CURRENT
TRANSMISSION AND STORAGE OR AN INTELLIGENT TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM.

(C) A PERSON CONVICTED OF A VIOLATION OF THIS SECTION IS SUBJECT
TO:

(1) FOR A FIRST OFFENSE, IMPRISONMENT NOT EXCEEDING 6
MONTHS OR A FINE NOT EXCEEDING $1,500 OR BOTH; AND

(2) FOR A SECOND OR SUBSEQUENT OFFENSE, IMPRISONMENT NOT
EXCEEDING 18 MONTHS OR A FINE NOT EXCEEDING $5,000 OR BOTH.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2021.

Approved by the Governor, May 18, 2021.





