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HOUSE BILL 118

F1 (21r1209)
ENROLLED BILL

— Ways and Means/Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs —
Introduced by Delegate Washington

Read and Examined by Proofreaders:

Proofreader.

Proofreader.
Sealed with the Great Seal and presented to the Governor, for his approval this

day of at o’clock, M.

Speaker.
CHAPTER

AN ACT concerning

Public Schools — Student Attendance — Excused Absences fer-Mental Health

topie requiring the State Department of Education and each county board of
education to adopt a certain attendance policy for public school students; requiring a
public school to provide certain information to a student or the student’s parent or
guardian under certain circumstances; authorizing a county board efeduestion to
adopt certain policies and procedures; and generally relating to student attendance
in public schools and excused absences.

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
ments.

Italics indicate opposite chamber /conference committee amend
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BY adding to
Article — Education
Section 7-301.3

HOUSE BILL 118

Annotated Code of Maryland
(2018 Replacement Volume and 2021 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,

That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

7-301.3.

Article — Education
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(A) THE DEPARTMENT AND EACH COUNTY BOARD SHALL ADOPT AN
ATTENDANCE POLICY FOR PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS THAT:

(1) TREATS AN ABSENCE DUE TO A STUDENT’S BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
NEEDS THE SAME AS AN ABSENCE DUE TO ILLNESS OR ANOTHER SOMATIC HEALTH
NEED; AND

(2) IFTHEPOLICYREQUIRESANOTE FROM A HEALTH CARE PROVIDER
TO EXCUSE AN ABSENCE, AUTHORIZES AN APPROPRIATE HEALTH CARE PROVIDER
LICENSED OR CERTIFIED UNDER THE HEALTH OCCUPATIONS ARTICLE TO PROVIDE
A NOTE TO EXCUSE THE ABSENCE.

(B) IF A STUDENT OR THE STUDENT’S PARENT OR GUARDIAN NOTIFIES A
PUBLIC SCHOOL THAT THE STUDENT’S ABSENCE WAS DUE TO A BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
NEED, THE SCHOOL SHALL PROVIDE INFORMATION TO THE STUDENT OR THE
STUDENT’S PARENT OR GUARDIAN ABOUT SCHOOL OR COMMUNITY BEHAVIORAL
HEALTH RESOURCES THAT ARE AVAILABLE TO THE STUDENT.

&) () A COUNTY BOARD MAY ADOPT POLICIES AND PROCEDURES TO
CARRY OUT THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SECTION.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect July
1, 2022.

Approved:

Governor.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.

President of the Senate.





