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SENATE BILL 29

D4 21r0338
SB 173/21 — JPR (PRE-FILED) CF HB 83

By: Senator Elfreth

Requested: July 23, 2021

Introduced and read first time: January 12, 2022
Assigned to: Judicial Proceedings

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
Senate action: Adopted
Read second time: February 10, 2022

CHAPTER

AN ACT concerning

FamilyLaw_ i oinoinatds

FOR the purpose of a

3 : bo-raey pI‘Ohlbltlng an 1nd1v1dual under
the age of 17 years from marrying; authorizing a minor to file an action to divorce

and deeming a minor emancipated for the limited purpose of obtaining a divorce; and

generally relating to emaneipatien-and marriage of minors.

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article — Family Law
Section =204 2—-30152—4020)—and-2—405(c)
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2019 Replacement Volume and 2021 Supplement)

BY adding to
Article — Famlly Law
Section & e

Annotated Code of Maryland
(2019 Replacement Volume and 2021 Supplement)

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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2 SENATE BILL 29

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article - Family Law

(a) Anindividual [16 or] 17 years old may not marry unless:

(1) the individual has the consent of a parent or guardian and the parent
or guardian swears that the individual is at least #6 17 years old; or
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SENATE BILL 29 3

(2) if the individual does not have the consent of a parent or guardian,
either party to be married gives the clerk a certificate from a licensed physician, licensed
physician assistant, or certified nurse practitioner stating that the physician, physician
assistant, or nurse practitioner has examined the woman to be married and has found that
she is pregnant or has given birth to a child.}
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8 SENATE BILL 29

10 7-108.

11 A MINOR WHO IS MARRIED:

12 (1) MAY FILE AN ACTION FOR DIVORCE UNDER THIS SUBTITLE; AND

13 (2) SHALL BE DEEMED EMANCIPATED FOR THE LIMITED PURPOSE OF
14 OBTAINING A DIVORCE.

15 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
16 October 1, 2022.

Approved:

Governor.

President of the Senate.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.





