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CHAPTER

AN ACT concerning

: 2 ts: codifying a
requlrement that a countv pay its share of a certaln percentage of the State’s cost to
acquire and operate the uniform statewide svstems under certain mrcumstances and
generally relating to ¢k ¢
sharing and the uniform statew1de voting svstems

BY adding to
Article — Election Law
Section 2=103—+ 2-110—and2—111
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2017 Replacement Volume and 2021 Supplement)

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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BY repealing

[\

3 Section 4, 5, and 6

4 SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,

SENATE BILL 158

Chapter 564 of the Acts of the General Assembly of 2001

5 That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:
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6 SENATE BILL 158

(A) EACH COUNTY SHALL PAY FOR ITS SHARE OF 50% OF THE STATE’S COST

OF ACQUIRING AND OPERATING THE UNIFORM STATEWIDE VOTING SYSTEMS FOR
VOTING IN POLLING PLACES AND FOR ABSENTEE VOTING PROVIDED FOR IN TITLE 9
OF THIS ARTICLE, INCLUDING THE COST OF MAINTENANCE, STORAGE, PRINTING OF
BALLOTS, TECHNICAL SUPPORT AND PROGRAMMING, RELATED SUPPLIES AND
MATERIALS, AND SOFTWARE LICENSING FEES.

(B) A COUNTY’S SHARE OF THE COST OF ACQUIRING AND OPERATING THE
UNIFORM STATEWIDE VOTING SYSTEMS SHALL BE BASED ON THE COUNTY’S VOTING
AGE POPULATION.

Chapter 564 of the Acts of 2001

[SECTION 4. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That, subject to Section 5 of this
Act, each county shall pay its share of one—half of the State’s cost of acquiring and operating
the uniform statewide voting systems for voting in polling places and for absentee voting
provided for under this Act, including the cost of maintenance, storage, printing of ballots,
technical support and programming, related supplies and materials, and software licensing
fees. A county’s share of the cost of acquiring and operating the uniform statewide voting
systems shall be based upon the county’s voting age population.]

[SECTION 5. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That:
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(a) A county that has purchased a voting system for voting at polling places
within the last 10 years and before December 31, 2000 is not required to implement the
uniform statewide voting system for voting at polling places provided for under this Act
until July 1, 2006, and 1s not required to pay a share of the cost of acquiring and operating
the uniform statewide voting system for voting at polling places until the system 1is
1mplemented in the county; and

(b) A county that has purchased a voting system for absentee voting within the
last 10 years and before December 31, 2000 is not required to implement the uniform
statewide system for absentee voting provided for under this Act until July 1, 2006, and is
not required to pay a share of the cost of acquiring and operating the uniform statewide
system for absentee voting until the system is implemented in the county.]

[SECTION 6. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That fifty percent of any federal
funds received for improvements in voting systems and equipment shall be distributed to
the State and fifty percent of any federal funds received for improvements in voting systems
and equipment shall be distributed, on the basis of a county’s voting age population, to the
counties that have implemented the uniform statewide voting system provided for under
this Act in the fiscal year in which the funds are received.]

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act is an emergency
measure, is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public health or safety, has
been passed by a yea and nay vote supported by three—fifths of all the members elected to
each of the two Houses of the General Assembly, and shall take effect from the date it is
enacted.

Approved:

Governor.

President of the Senate.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.





