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This departmental bill requires the State Department of Assessments and Taxation (SDAT) 

to retroactively grant the homestead property tax credit for the prior taxable year, upon 

receiving an application from the homeowner, if the homeowner is determined to be 

eligible for the property tax credit. The bill takes effect June 1, 2022, and applies to 

taxable years beginning after June 30, 2022. 
   

 

Fiscal Summary 
 

State Effect:  Annuity Bond Fund revenues decrease by a minimal amount beginning in 

FY 2023. Expenditures are not affected.   

  

Local Effect:  Local government revenues decrease by a minimal amount beginning in 

FY 2023. Local expenditures are not affected.     

  

Small Business Effect:  SDAT has determined that this bill has minimal or no impact on 

small business (attached). The Department of Legislative Services concurs with this 

assessment.  

  

 

Analysis 
 

Current Law:  The Homestead Property Tax Credit Program (assessment caps) provides 

tax credits against State, county, and municipal real property taxes for owner-occupied 

residential properties for the amount of real property taxes resulting from an 

annual assessment increase that exceeds a certain percentage or “cap” in any given year. 
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The State requires the cap on assessment increases to be set at 10% for State property tax 

purposes; however, local governments have the authority to lower the cap. A majority of 

local subdivisions have assessment caps below 10%, including 21 counties in fiscal 2020, 

2021, and 2022. 

 

Subject to submitting a specified application to SDAT and having the application approved, 

the department must authorize and the State, a county, or a municipality must grant a 

homestead property tax credit for a taxable year unless during the previous taxable year 

(1) the dwelling was transferred for consideration to new ownership; (2) the value of the 

dwelling was increased due to a change in the zoning classification of the dwelling initiated 

or requested by the homeowner or anyone having an interest in the property; (3) the use of 

the dwelling was changed substantially; or (4) the assessment of the dwelling was clearly 

erroneous due to an error in calculation or measurement of improvements on the real 

property.  

 

In addition, in order to qualify for the property tax credit, a homeowner must actually reside 

in the dwelling by July 1 of the taxable year for which the property tax credit is to be 

allowed. A homeowner may claim a property tax credit for only one dwelling.   

 

Background: The Homestead Property Tax Credit Program is administered as follows: 

 

 increases in property assessments are equally spread out over three years. For 

example, if a property’s assessment increased by $120,000, from $300,000 to 

$420,000, the increase would be phased-in through increments of $40,000 annually 

for the next three years. 

  

 If the assessment cap was set at 10%, however, the amount of assessment subject to 

taxes would increase by only $30,000 in the first year, $33,000 in the following 

year, and $36,300 in the third year. 

 

 Since the assessment cap was set lower than the actual market increase, the 

homeowner does not have to pay taxes on the property’s full assessed value. 

 

The extent to which the Homestead Property Tax Credit Program may actually restrict the  

ability of a county to raise property tax revenues depends on the county’s need for revenues 

from the property tax and other legal and practical limitations. For example, a county 

impacted by a charter-imposed property tax limitation measure would presumably reduce 

tax rates to offset the impact of rising assessments in the absence of the homestead credit.       
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Additional Information 
 

Prior Introductions:  None. 

 

Designated Cross File:  None. 

 

Information Source(s):  Comptroller’s Office; State Department of Assessments and 

Taxation; Department of Legislative Services 

 

Fiscal Note History:  First Reader - January 18, 2022 

Third Reader - February 7, 2022 

 

fnu2/hlb 

 

Analysis by:   Michael Sanelli  Direct Inquiries to: 

(410) 946-5510 

(301) 970-5510 
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ANALYSIS OF ECONOMIC IMPACT ON SMALL BUSINESSES 

 
 
TITLE OF BILL:  Homestead Property Tax Credit Program - Retroactive Qualification and 

Calculation of the Credit 

 

 

BILL NUMBER:  SB 197 

 

PREPARED BY:  Jonathan Glaser, 443-447-0078, Jonathan.Glaser@maryland.gov 

 

PART A.  ECONOMIC IMPACT RATING 

 

This agency estimates that the proposed bill: 

 

_X__   WILL HAVE MINIMAL OR NO ECONOMIC IMPACT ON MARYLAND SMALL 

BUSINESS 

 

OR 

 

        WILL HAVE MEANINGFUL ECONOMIC IMPACT ON MARYLAND SMALL 

BUSINESSES 

     

PART B.  ECONOMIC IMPACT ANALYSIS 

 
The proposed legislation will not result in an economic impact.  
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