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SENATE BILL 488

G1 31r1209
CF HB 645

By: Senators Brooks, Lam, King, Salling, and West
Introduced and read first time: February 3, 2023
Assigned to: Education, Energy, and the Environment

A BILL ENTITLED
AN ACT concerning

Election Law — Electronic Ballot Return System — Study and Request for
Proposals

FOR the purpose of requiring the Department of Legislative Services to complete a study
on the creation of an electronic ballot return system on or before a certain date;
requiring the State Board of Elections to issue a request for proposals for an
electronic ballot return system on or before a certain date; and generally relating to
an electronic system for the return of voted ballots.

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That:

(a) The Department of Legislative Services, in consultation with experts
representing the disability rights and military communities, shall complete a study on the
creation of an electronic ballot return system.

(b) The study shall include:

(1)  the impact on voters with disabilities and absent uniformed services
voters and overseas voters, as defined in the federal Uniformed and Overseas Citizens
Absentee Voting Act, of requiring ballots delivered electronically to be returned in paper
form,;

(2)  best practices for accessibility for electronic return of ballots;

(3)  best practices for securing an electronic ballot return system;

(4)  the integration of an electronic ballot return system with the State’s
existing election infrastructure;

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.

[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
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5) which voters are eligible to return ballots electronically in states where
electronic ballot return is authorized;

(6) the mechanism for voters to opt in to electronic ballot return;
(7 the cost of implementing an electronic ballot return system; and

(8) any changes to the Election Law Article that are necessary to
implement electronic ballot return.

(c) On or before December 1, 2023, the Department of Legislative Services shall
submit a report of its findings and recommendations to the General Assembly in accordance
with § 2-1257 of the State Government Article.

(d) On or before January 1, 2024, the State Board of Elections shall issue a
request for proposals for an electronic ballot return system.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect June
1, 2023.





