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Chapter 287

(House Bill 477)

AN ACT concerning

State Department of Education — Family Child Care Homes and Child Care
Centers — Regulatory Analysis

Department of Educatlon to conduct a thorough analvs1s of the State’s regulatory
requirements of certain child care facilities and report the results of its analysis on

or before certaln dates;: and generally relating to
ar e an analysis of the regulatorv requlrements for ch11d
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SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,

That:

(a) In this section, “child care facility” means:

(1)  achild care center, as defined under § 9.5-401 of the Education Article;

(2) a family child care home, as defined under § 9.5-301 of the Education
Article; or

(3B) a large family child care home, as defined under § 9.5-301 of the
Education Article.

(b) The State Department of Education shall conduct a thorough analysis of the
State’s regulatory requirements for child care facilities.

© (1) In conducting the analysis required under subsection (b) of this section,
the Department shall pay particular attention to current regulations that limit the ability
of a person to:

()] register a family child care home or a large family child care

home;

(11) receive a license to operate a child care center: or

(111) operate a child care facility in a profitable manner while
providing quality, affordable child care.

(2) In conducting its analysis, the Department shall, at a minimum,
analyze the current regulatory framework governing:

1) the staffing of child care facilities, including the requirements to
work in child care and the supervisory requirements for child care staff;

(1)  the physical requirements for child care facilities; and
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(111) the programs in place to support child care facilities.

(3) The Department shall examine the framework that governs the
regulation of child care and child care facilities in different states and regions and how they
compare to those in the State.

(4)  For each regulation examined as part of its analysis, the Department
shall determine whether the regulation results in or contributes to:

1) a safer environment for children and child care facility

employees;

(1)  aquality early childhood education; or

(111) a significant impact on the opening or operation of child care
facilities.

(5) In conducting its analysis, the Department shall consult with
stakeholders, including:

@) the Office of Child Care Advisory Council;

(ii)  State and local early childhood advisory councils;

(iii) private child care providers; and

(lv) nonprofit organizations and unions that represent child care

providers.

(d (@A) Onorbefore January 1, 2026, the Department shall provide an interim
report on the results of its analysis to the Governor and, in accordance with § 2—1257 of the
State Government Article, the General Assembly.

(@)  On or before September 1, 2026, the Department shall issue a final
report on the results of its analysis, including any recommended changes to the regulatory
framework, to the Governor and, in accordance with § 2-1257 of the State Government
Article, the General Assembly.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect July
1, 2025.

Approved by the Governor, May 6, 2025.





