WES MOORE, Governor Ch. 679
Chapter 679
(House Bill 859)

AN ACT concerning

Access to Health Insurance for Child Care Professionals — Outreach and

FOR the purpose of requiring the Stat : !
Maryland Health Benefit Exchange to promote access to health Insurance for chlld
care professmnals : : g —that-ree s—eertain-amoun

e%g@eeﬁa%ﬁe# requiring the Exchange to conduct a certaln survev, and generally

relating to access to health insurance and health benefits for child care professionals.

BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments,
Article — Education
Section +=+0aand-H-and 7-1A-01(a) and (i)
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2022 Replacement Volume and 2024 Supplement)

BY adding to
Article — Insurance
Section 31-125
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2017 Replacement Volume and 2024 Supplement)
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Ch. 679 2025 LAWS OF MARYLAND

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Education

(@)  In this subtitle the following words have the meanings indicated.

(3] “Prekindergarten provider hub” means a coordinated partnership between
eligible prekindergarten providers and other entities established by the Department under
§ 7T-1A—09 of this subtitle.

Article — Insurance

EPARTME COLLAR N 2 MARYLAND HEALTH
BENEFIT EXCHANGE; SHALL PROMOTE ACCESS TO HEALTH INSURANCE FOR CHILD
CARE PROFESSIONALS BY:

(1) PARFNERING PARTNERING WITH:

(1) PREKINDERGARTEN THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION;

(I1) PREKINDERGARTEN PROVIDER HUBS, AS DEFINED IN §
7-1A-01 OF MHSARTICEE THE EDUCATION ARTICLE;

P (1I11) EGHID CHILD CARE ASSOCIATIONS; AND
@& (Iv) REEEVANTE RELEVANT NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS;

(2) HELPENG HELPING CHILD CARE PROFESSIONALS OBTAIN HEALTH
INSURANCE THROUGH THE MARYLAND HEALTH BENEFIT EXCHANGE OR
MEDICAID;
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(3) ASSISTENG ASSISTING CHILD CARE PROFESSIONALS WHO LOSE
MEDICAID COVERAGE WITH FINDING ALTERNATIVE HEALTH INSURANCE OPTIONS;

(4) HEEPPG HELPING ENSURE HEALTH PLAN OPTIONS MEET THE
BUDGETS AND HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE NEEDS OF CHILD CARE
PROFESSIONALS AND CHILD CARE EMPLOYERS; AND

(5) PROVIBING PROVIDING INFORMATIONAL RESOURCES ©R
REFERRALS— FOR ADDITIONAL— SUPPORT, INCLUDING FLYERS, WEBINARS,
IN-PERSON EVENTS, AND OTHER OUTREACH MATERIALS TARGETED TO THE CHILD
CARE PROVIDER COMMUNITY; AND

(6) ASSESSING CURRENT LEVELS OF HEALTH CARE ACCESS ACROSS
THE CHILD CARE COMMUNITY BY CONDUCTING A SURVEY:

o DEVELOPED IN CONSULTATION WITH THE STATE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND RELEVANT NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS; AND

(I) WITH A PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON PROVIDERS WHO

ACCEPT CHILD CARE SCHOLARSHIP VOUCHERS.
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SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2025.

Approved by the Governor, May 20, 2025.





