
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL 1483  

(First Reading File Bill)  

 

AMENDMENT NO. 1 

 On page 1, in the sponsor line, strike “and Wolek” and substitute “Wolek, 

Miller, Roberts, and Wu”; strike beginning with “Officiating” in line 2 down through 

“Requirements” in line 3 and substitute “Officials – Payment and Fees”; and strike 

beginning with “establishing” in line 4 down through “services” in line 7 and substitute 

“requiring the State Department of Education, in consultation with the Maryland Public 

Secondary Schools Athletic Association to develop and periodically update a list of 

similar high school sports that are categorized together; requiring a county board of 

education to ensure that certain high school sports officials for certain high school sports 

are provided equal pay; requiring a county board to conduct invitations for bids for high 

school sports officiating services in a certain manner; and generally relating to 

compensation for high school sports officials”. 

 

AMENDMENT NO. 2 

 On pages 1 and 2, strike in their entirety the lines beginning with line 19 on page 

1 through line 5 on page 2, inclusive, and substitute: 

 

  “(2) “HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS OFFICIAL” MEANS AN OFFICIAL, AN 

UMPIRE, A REFEREE, OR A JUDGE WHO PRESIDES OVER A SPORTING EVENT TO 

GUARANTEE THAT THE RULES OF THE EVENT ARE ENFORCED. 

 

  (3) “HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS OFFICIATING ROLE” MEANS AN 

OFFICIATING ASSIGNMENT FOR A HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS OFFICIAL THAT 

REQUIRES PERFORMANCE OF A DEFINED SET OF HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS 

OFFICIATING SERVICES.”. 
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 On page 2, in line 7, strike “OFFICIATING”; strike beginning with the first “AN” 

in line 7 down through “EVENT” in line 8 and substitute “A HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS 

OFFICIAL WHEN OVERSEEING A HIGH SCHOOL SPORT”. 

 

 On pages 2 and 3, strike in their entirety the lines beginning with line 9 on page 

2 through line 16 on page 3, inclusive, and substitute: 

 

 “(B) (1) ON OR BEFORE SEPTEMBER 1, 2025, THE DEPARTMENT, IN 

CONSULTATION WITH THE MARYLAND PUBLIC SECONDARY SCHOOLS ATHLETIC 

ASSOCIATION SHALL DEVELOP A LIST OF SIMILAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS FOR 

BOYS AND GIRLS. 

 

  (2) IN CATEGORIZING BOYS’ AND GIRLS’ SPORTS AS SIMILAR, THE 

DEPARTMENT SHALL CONSIDER WHETHER EACH SPORT: 

 

   (I) OCCURS IN THE SAME SEASON; 

 

   (II) HAS COMPARABLE RULES; 

 

   (III) REQUIRES A SIMILAR NUMBER OF HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS 

OFFICIALS; 

 

   (IV) REQUIRES SIMILAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS OFFICIATING 

SERVICES; AND 

 

   (V) FEATURES COMPETITION OF COMPARABLE LENGTHS OF 

TIME. 
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(Over) 

 

  (3) THE DEPARTMENT, IN CONSULTATION WITH THE MARYLAND 

PUBLIC SECONDARY SCHOOLS ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION, SHALL UPDATE THE 

LIST EVERY 3 YEARS. 

 

 (C) (1) THIS SUBSECTION APPLIES TO A HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS 

OFFICIAL WHO:  

 

   (I) IS AN EMPLOYEE OF THE LOCAL SCHOOL SYSTEM; OR 

 

   (II) IS EMPLOYED BY AN INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR OR 

OFFICIATING ASSOCIATION OR ORGANIZATION, WITH WHICH THE COUNTY BOARD 

CONTRACTS. 

 

  (2) A COUNTY BOARD SHALL ENSURE THAT HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS 

OFFICIALS RECEIVE THE SAME PAY IF: 

 

   (I) THE OFFICIALS ARE IN SIMILAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS 

OFFICIATING ROLES; AND 

 

   (II) ARE PROVIDING OFFICIATING SERVICES FOR SPORTS 

CATEGORIZED AS SIMILAR UNDER SUBSECTION (B) OF THIS SECTION. 

 

 (D) (1) A COUNTY BOARD SHALL REJECT A BID OR PROPOSAL FOR A 

PROCUREMENT CONTRACT THAT WOULD RESULT IN DIFFERENT PAY OR FEES 

FOR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS OFFICIALS IN A SIMILAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS 

OFFICIATING ROLE FOR SPORTS CATEGORIZED AS SIMILAR UNDER SUBSECTION 

(B) OF THIS SECTION. 
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  (2) WHEN SOLICITING INVITATIONS FOR A BID OR A REQUEST FOR 

A PROPOSAL FOR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS OFFICIATING SERVICES, A COUNTY 

BOARD SHALL SOLICIT BIDS OR REQUESTS FOR A PROPOSAL FOR EACH SPORT 

WITHIN A REASONABLE TIME OF THE SOLICITATION OF BIDS OR REQUESTS FOR 

PROPOSALS FOR ALL SPORTS CATEGORIZED AS SIMILAR UNDER SUBSECTION (B) 

OF THIS SECTION. 

 

 (E) (1) THIS SECTION MAY ONLY BE CONSTRUED TO REQUIRE PARITY 

BETWEEN HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS OFFICIALS PERFORMING SIMILAR ROLES IN 

SIMILAR SPORTS WITHIN A COUNTY AND MAY NOT BE CONSTRUED TO REQUIRE 

PARITY IN HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS OFFICIALS BETWEEN COUNTIES. 

 

  (2) THIS SECTION MAY NOT BE CONSTRUED TO HAVE ANY EFFECT 

ON THE GROUPING OF SPORTS TOGETHER FOR ANY PURPOSE OTHER THAN THE 

PAYMENT OF HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS OFFICIALS OR FEES ASSIGNED TO 

CONTRACTS FOR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS OFFICIALS.  

 

  (3) THIS SECTION MAY NOT BE CONSTRUED TO PROHIBIT FEES 

OUTSIDE OF A PROCUREMENT CONTRACT AS A BONUS TO HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS 

OFFICIALS.” 

 




