HOUSE BILL 577

C2 5lr1723
CF SB 664

By: The Speaker (By Request — Office of the Comptroller)
Introduced and read first time: January 23, 2025
Assigned to: Economic Matters

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
House action: Adopted
Read second time: March 6, 2025

CHAPTER __

AN ACT concerning

Business Regulation — Enforcement for Miscellaneous State Business Licenses —

the penaltiesfor violating certain provisions of s awapphtocertain person: equiring
the Comptroller to consult with certain stakeholders to study and make
recommendations on the enforcement process for miscellaneous State business

licenses; and generally relating to penalties-and enforcement for miscellaneous State
business licenses.

(a) The Comptroller, in consultation with stakeholders, shall study the process by
which the Field Enforcement Bureau of the Comptroller’s Office enforces miscellaneous
State business licenses under Title 17 of the Business Regulation Article.

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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(b) The Comptroller shall consult with, at a minimum, the following stakeholders:

(1)  the Alcohol, Tobacco, and Cannabis Commission;

(2) the Maryland Chamber of Commerce;

(3) the Maryland Retailers Alliance;

(4) the Maryland Restaurant Association;

(5)  the Job Opportunities Task Force; and

(6) the Maryland Circuit Court Clerks’ Association.

() On or before December 1, 2025, the Comptroller shall submit a report of its
findings and recommendations to the General Assembly, in accordance with § 2—-1257 of
the State Government Article, including:

(1) areview of the process by which the Field Enforcement Bureau of the
Comptroller’s Office enforces the miscellaneous State business licenses:

(2) areview and recommendation as to whether civil citations could be used
rather than or in conjunction with criminal citations to enforce the miscellaneous State
business licenses:

(3) recommendations on how to ensure that the Field Enforcement Bureau
can, for the purposes of license enforcement, properly identify and contact the owner,
operator, or responsible party for a miscellaneous State business license;

(4) recommendations on how to ensure citations related to miscellaneous
State business license enforcement are only issued to the business owner, operator, or
responsible party; and

(5) recommendations on how the Field Enforcement Bureau can effectively
issue citations related to miscellaneous State business license enforcement when the

business owner does not reside in the State.
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SECTION 2. AND
Oetebex July 1, 2025.
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BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect





