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CHAPTER __

AN ACT concerning

State’s Attorneys — Reconstitution of Task Force andEstablishmente
em-Grant-Fund to Study Transparencv Standards for State S

Attorneys

FOR the purpose of ests 3 3 -
HEund: reconstituting the Task Force to Study Transparency Standards for State S

Attorneys; and generally relating to the Stat 2%
Grant—Fund—and—the Task Force to Study Transparency Standards for States
Attorneys.

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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SENATE BILL 343 5
(a)  There is a Task Force to Study Transparency Standards for State’s Attorneys.
(b) The Task Force consists of the following members:

(1) two members of the Senate of Maryland and two members of the
community, appointed by the President of the Senate;

(2) two members of the House of Delegates and two members of the
community, appointed by the Speaker of the House;

(3)  the President of the Maryland State’s Attorneys’ Association, or the
President’s designee;

(4) the Executive Director of the Maryland State Commission on Criminal
Sentencing Policy, or the Executive Director’s designee;

(5)  onerepresentative of the Administrative Office of the Courts, appointed
by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Maryland;

(6) one representative of the Vera Institute of Justice, appointed by the

Governor;

(7 the Chair of the Attorney Grievance Commission, or the Chair’s
designee;

(8) one representative of a crime victims’ advocacy group, appointed by the
Governor;

(9)  the Executive Director of the Governor’s Office of Crime Prevention and
Policy, or the Executive Director’s designee;

(10) the Attorney General, or the Attorney General’s designee;
(11) the Public Defender of Maryland, or the Public Defender’s designee; and

(12) one expert on data and transparency standards, appointed by the
Governor.

(c) The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House shall each designate
one cochair of the Task Force.

(d)  The Department of Legislative Services shall provide staff for the Task Force.
(e) A member of the Task Force:

(1) may not receive compensation as a member of the Task Force; but
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6 SENATE BILL 343

(2) 1s entitled to reimbursement for expenses under the Standard State
Travel Regulations, as provided in the State budget.

) (1) The Task Force shall study the possibility of establishing minimum
transparency standards for State’s Attorneys.

(2)  In conducting its study, the Task Force shall:

(1) develop processes by which prosecutors can collect information
and determine what information should be made public and what information may be kept
private; and

(11) examine any existing policies of State’s Attorneys’ offices across
the State relating to the transparency of data, the charging of crimes, and sentencing; and

(111) i1dentify  sustainable funding sources to  implement
recommendations made by the Task Force, including recommendations made by the Task
Force’s predecessor Task Force established under Chapter 141 of the Acts of the General
Assembly of 2022.

(2) On or before December 31 each year beginning December 31, 2025, the Task
Force shall report its findings and recommendations to the Senate Judicial Proceedings
Committee and the House Judiciary Committee in accordance with § 2—1257 of the State
Government Article.

SECTION 3- 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That it is the intent of the
General Assembly that the Governor appoint to the Task Force to Study Transparency
Standards for State’s Attorneys those individuals who formerly were appointed to the
predecessor Task Force established under Chapter 141 of the Acts of the General Assembly
of 2022 and who were serving on the Task Force as of June 30, 2024, in addition to the
member required to be part of the Task Force under item (12) of subsection (b) of Section 2
1 of this Act.

SECTION 4 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
July 1, 2025. Seetion2-efthisAet It shall remain effective for a period of 3 years and, at
the end of June 30, 2028, Seetien—2-of this Act, with no further action required by the
General Assembly, shall be abrogated and of no further force and effect.





