WES MOORE, Governor Ch. 339

Chapter 339

(House Bill 1204)

AN ACT concerning
Public and Nonpublic Schools - Student Elopement — Notice and Reporting
Requirements
(Ace’s Law)

FOR the purpose of requiring certain public and nonpublic schools to notify a parent or
guardianifa student attempts or accomphshes an elopement from the school campus

education program teams to review and address with relevant stakeholders certain
behavior in updating a student’s individualized education program or behavior
intervention plan: and generally relating to student elopement and public and
nonpublic schools.

BY adding to
Article — Education
Section 7-11A-01 through #=—3A—07 7-11A-03 to be under the new subtitle
“Subtitle 11A. Student Elopement From School”
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2022 Replacement Volume and 2024 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Education
SUBTITLE 11A. STUDENT ELOPEMENT FROM SCHOOL.
7T-11A-01.

(A) IN THIS SUBTITLE THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS
INDICATED.

(B) “BEHAVIOR INTERVENTION PLAN” HAS THE MEANING STATED IN §
7-1101 OF THIS TITLE.

(C) “ELOPEMENT” MEANS THE ACT OF A STUDENT LEAVING THE SCHOOL
CAMPUS WITHOUT THE PERMISSION OF A SCHOOL STAFF MEMBER WHO HAS
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE STUDENT.
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(D) “IEP” MEANS AN INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAM AS DEFINED
UNDER THE FEDERAL INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES EDUCATION ACT.

(E) “NONPUBLIC SCHOOL” HAS THE MEANING STATED IN § 7-1101 OF THIS
TITLE.

(F) “SCHOOL” MEANS:
(1) A PUBLIC ELEMENTARY, MIDDLE, OR HIGH SCHOOL;
(2) THE MARYLAND SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND;
(3) THE MARYLAND SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF; AND
(4) A NONPUBLIC SCHOOL.

(G) “SCHOOL CAMPUS” MEANS THE BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS OF A
SCHOOL, INCLUDING A PLAYGROUND.

(H) (1) “WANDERING” MEANS THE ACT OF A STUDENT LEAVING A
CLASSROOM OR AREA ON THE SCHOOL CAMPUS, BUT NOT LEAVING THE SCHOOL
CAMPUS, WITHOUT THE PERMISSION OF A SCHOOL STAFF MEMBER WHO HAS
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE STUDENT.

(2) “WANDERING” DOES NOT INCLUDE A STUDENT LEAVING A
CLASSROOM OR AREA ON THE SCHOOL CAMPUS UNDER A FLASH PASS OR ANOTHER
STANDING ARRANGEMENT THAT HAS BEEN APPROVED BY A SCHOOL
ADMINISTRATOR.

7-11A-02.

(a)

:-____’_'__A__._!_e_'__E_’-_E__L'_-_=_;_-_i_-_____L'_______'_______’______L'_'_A___ EACH

TIME A STUDENT ATTEMPTS OR ACCOMPLISHES AN ELOPEMENT, THE SCHOOL
SHALL NOTIFY THE STUDENT’S PARENT OR GUARDIAN VWAFHIN-24-HOURS OF THE
ELOPEMENT INCIDENT ON THE SAME DAY AS THE ELOPEMENT INCIDENT.
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£2) AT LEAST ONE TIME EACH YEAR, A SCHOOL OR A STUDENT’S IEP
TEAM SHALL REVIEW AND ADDRESS WITH RELEVANT STAKEHOLDERS A STUDENT’S
WANDERING OR ELOPEMENT BEHAVIOR IN UPDATING THE STUDENT’S IEP OR
BEHAVIOR INTERVENTION PLAN.

7-11A-03.
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) ASCHOOLSHALL DEVELOP POLICIES AND PROCEDURES TO IMPLEMENT
THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SUBTITLE.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect July
1, 2025.

Approved by the Governor, May 6, 2025.





