WES MOORE, Governor Ch. 158

Chapter 158

(House Bill 980)

AN ACT concerning

Famlly Law and S%%%G%e-rb&me&t Human Services —

man Guardianship A551stance Program and
State Foster Youth Ombudsman Establishment
(Kanaiyah’s Law)

FOR the purpose of requiring the Secretary of Human Services to establish and maintain
a Guardianship Assistance Program to promote the placement and maintenance of
children in permanent guardianship homes by providing guardianship assistance to
guardians of minor children; estabhshlng the State Foster Youth Ombudsman in the
Department of Human Serv1ces : e that g COLH < o cdey

: and generally relating to

the Guardianship

Ass1stance Program and the State Foster Youth Ombudsman

BY adding to
Article — Family Law
Section 5-530.1
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2019 Replacement Volume and 2025 Supplement)

BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments,
Article — Human Services
Section 2-101
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2019 Replacement Volume and 2025 Supplement)

BY adding to
Article — Human Services
Section 2—304
Annotated Code of Maryland
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(2019 Replacement Volume and 2025 Supplement)

Preamble

WHEREAS, Child abuse and neglect is a serious and reprehensible problem in
society; and
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WHEREAS, The protection of children from abuse and neglect by applying
prevention measures and observing best practices in treating children who are abused and
neglected must be one of Maryland’s highest public policy priorities; and

WHEREAS, The child welfare system must protect and serve Maryland’s children in
a manner that keeps them safe and healthy and promotes their well-being; and

WHEREAS, The children and families served by the child welfare system, as well as
the public, must have a high level of confidence that the system will act in a child’s best
interests and will respond to the child’s needs in a timely and professional manner; and

WHEREAS, To engender this high level of confidence in the child welfare system, it
1s important that children and families who become involved in the system, mandatory
reporters, and the general public have a well-publicized, easily accessible, and transparent
complaint process for voicing concerns regarding the child welfare system along with the
expectation that those concerns, once voiced, will be heard and addressed in a timely and
appropriate manner; and

WHEREAS, To improve child welfare outcomes and to foster best practices, there
must be effective accountability mechanisms, including the review and evaluation of
concerns voiced by children and families, mandatory reporters, persons involved in the
child welfare system, and members of the general public, that provide policymakers with
the information necessary to formulate systemic changes, where appropriate; now,
therefore,

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:
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Article - Family Law
5-530.1.

(A) (1) IN THIS SECTION THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS
INDICATED.

(2) “GUARDIANSHIP ASSISTANCE” MEANS MONETARY AND MEDICAL
ASSISTANCE PROVIDED UNDER THE PROGRAM.

(3) “PROGRAM” MEANS THE GUARDIANSHIP ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.

(B) THE SECRETARY OF HUMAN SERVICES SHALL ESTABLISH AND
MAINTAIN A GUARDIANSHIP ASSISTANCE PROGRAM TO PROMOTE THE PLACEMENT
AND MAINTENANCE OF CHILDREN IN PERMANENT GUARDIANSHIP HOMES BY
PROVIDING GUARDIANSHIP ASSISTANCE TO GUARDIANS OF MINOR CHILDREN.

(C) A GUARDIAN OF A MINOR CHILD MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR GUARDIANSHIP
ASSISTANCE IF:

(1) THE GUARDIAN IS APPOINTED UNDER § 5-326 OF THIS TITLE OR §
3-819.2 OF THE COURTS ARTICLE;

(2) THE MINOR CHILD IS PLACED IN FOSTER CARE IN THE
GUARDIAN’S FAMILY HOME AT LEAST 6 CONSECUTIVE MONTHS IMMEDIATELY
PRECEDING THE APPOINTMENT AS GUARDIAN; AND

(3) THE GUARDIAN ENTERED INTO A WRITTEN VOLUNTARY
GUARDIANSHIP ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT WITH A LOCAL DEPARTMENT BEFORE THE
APPOINTMENT AS GUARDIAN.

(D) ONCE APPROVED, GUARDIANSHIP ASSISTANCE MAY CONTINUE AFTER
AN INDIVIDUAL WITH AN APPOINTED GUARDIAN REACHES THE AGE OF 18 YEARS IF
THE INDIVIDUAL IS:

(1) ATTENDING SCHOOL;

(2) EMPLOYED ON AT LEAST A PART-TIME BASIS;

(3) PARTICIPATING IN A PROGRAM DESIGNED TO PROMOTE
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES; OR

(4) INCAPABLE OF WORKING DUE TO A DISABILITY.
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(E) GUARDIANSHIP ASSISTANCE SHALL TERMINATE NOT LATER THAN THE
DAY THAT THE INDIVIDUAL WITH THE APPOINTED GUARDIAN REACHES THE AGE OF
21 YEARS.

(F) (1) LOCAL DEPARTMENTS SHALL ANNUALLY REVIEW THE
GUARDIANSHIP ASSISTANCE PROVIDED UNDER THIS SECTION.

(2) A LOCAL DEPARTMENT MAY TERMINATE GUARDIANSHIP
ASSISTANCE IF THE LOCAL DEPARTMENT DETERMINES, FOLLOWING AN ANNUAL
REVIEW, THAT AN ADULT LIVES IN THE GUARDIAN’S HOME AND IS UNDER THE
SUPERVISION OF A CRIMINAL COURT FOLLOWING A CONVICTION FOR A CRIME OF
VIOLENCE INVOLVING A CHILD VICTIM OR REQUIRED TO REGISTER WITH A
SUPERVISING AUTHORITY IN ACCORDANCE WITH § 11-704 OF THE CRIMINAL
PROCEDURE ARTICLE.

(G) THE SECRETARY OF HUMAN SERVICES SHALL ADOPT REGULATIONS TO
CARRY OUT THIS SECTION.

Article - Human Services

(@) In this title the following words have the meanings indicated.

(b) “Department” means the Department of Human Services.

(©) “Secretary” means the Secretary of Human Services.

2-304.

(A) IN THIS SECTION, “OMBUDSMAN” MEANS THE STATE FOSTER YOUTH
OMBUDSMAN.

(B) THERE IS A STATE FOSTER YOUTH OMBUDSMAN IN THE DEPARTMENT.

() (1) THE OMBUDSMAN SHALL:

(1)) BE AN ATTORNEY ADMITTED TO PRACTICE LAW IN THE

STATE;

(I) HAVE EXPERIENCE IN CHILD WELFARE;

(III) BE APPOINTED BY THE SECRETARY; AND
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(IV) BE A FULL-TIME EMPLOYEE IN THE MANAGEMENT SERVICE
OF THE STATE PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT SYSTEM.

(2) NOTWITHSTANDING § 11-305(B) OF THE STATE PERSONNEL AND
PENSIONS ARTICLE, THE OMBUDSMAN MAY BE REMOVED FROM OFFICE ONLY
AFTER A HEARING BEFORE THE DEPARTMENT AND A FINDING OF INCOMPETENCY
OR OTHER GOOD CAUSE.

(D) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL TAKE APPROPRIATE STEPS TO PROTECT THE
AUTONOMY AND INDEPENDENCE OF THE OMBUDSMAN.

(E) THE OMBUDSMAN IS ENTITLED TO AN ANNUAL SALARY AS PROVIDED
FOR IN THE STATE BUDGET.

(F) THE OMBUDSMAN SHALL:

(1) PROVIDE LEGAL EXPERTISE IN THE AREAS OF:

(I) CHILD WELFARE;

(II) CUSTODY AND GUARDIANSHIP MATTERS; AND

(III) APPEALS AND DUE PROCESS ISSUES;

(2) PROVIDE A NEUTRAL VOICE TO ADDRESS DIFFERENCES BETWEEN
YOUTH EXPERIENCING OUT-OF-HOME CARE, CAREGIVERS, GUARDIANS, AND
RESOURCE AND ADOPTIVE PARENTS INTERACTING WITH THE DEPARTMENT AND
WITH LOCAL DEPARTMENTS OF SOCIAL SERVICES;

(3) INVESTIGATE COMPLAINTS FROM YOUTH EXPERIENCING
OUT-OF-HOME CARE;

(4) ADDRESS CONCERNS, PROBLEMS, AREAS OF IMPROVEMENT IN
SERVICE DELIVERY, OR NEEDS ASSOCIATED WITH THE RIGHTS AND
RESPONSIBILITIES OF YOUTH EXPERIENCING OUT-OF-HOME CARE; AND

(5) ADVOCATE FOR YOUTH EXPERIENCING OUT-OF-HOME CARE.
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SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2026 2027.

Approved by the Governor, April 28, 2026.
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