WES MOORE, Governor Ch. 639

Chapter 639
(Senate Bill 685)
AN ACT concerning

stems State Department of Education - Sexual Abuse and
Sexual Q%%ee#d#e% Misconduct Model Response Policy and-After—Aetion
Revdiew — Requirements

FOR the purpose of requiring the State Department of Education to develop a model sexual
abuse and sexual misconduct response policy that includes, at minimum, certain
components requlrlng each local school system to adopt a certain response pohcy,

: and post a certaln hnk on 1ts Webs1te and
generally relating to sexual abuse and sexual misconduct response policies.

BY adding to
Article — Education
Section 4-148
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2025 Replacement Volume and 2025 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Education

3 “RESPONSE RESPONSE POLICY” MEANS A SEXUAL ABUSE AND
MISCONDUCT RESPONSE POLICY.
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(B) (1) THEDEPARTMENT SHALL DEVELOP A MODEL SEXUAL ABUSE AND
MISCONDUCT RESPONSE POLICY FOR USE BY LOCAL SCHOOL SYSTEMS TO RESPOND
TO EREBIEBEE SCHOOL-RELATED ALLEGATIONS OF SEXUAL ABUSE AND SEXUAL

MISCONDUCT.

(2) THE MODEL RESPONSE POLICY DEVELOPED UNDER PARAGRAPH
(1) OF THIS SUBSECTION SHALL, AT MINIMUM, INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING
COMPONENTS:

() A COMMUNICATIONS PLAN;

(I) AN E-MAIL AND OTHER ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION
DOCUMENTS RETENTION POLICY;

(II1) A REQUIREMENT TO LINK TO A CENTRALIZED RESOURCE

PLATFORM; AND

(IV) AN AFTER-ACTION REVIEW PLAN.

(3) THEMODEL RESPONSE POLICY MAY NOT IMPEDE OR COMPROMISE
THE ABILITY OF A SCHOOL, A SCHOOL SYSTEM, A LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY, OR A
PROSECUTOR TO CONDUCT A THOROUGH AND UNBIASED INVESTIGATION INTO AN
ALLEGATION OF SEXUAL ABUSE OR SEXUAL MISCONDUCT.
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() (1) THE COMPONENTS OF THE MODEL RESPONSE POLICY
DEVELOPED UNDER SUBSECTION (B) OF THIS SECTION SHALL INCLUDE THE
INFORMATION REQUIRED UNDER THIS SUBSECTION AND BE DEVELOPED IN
COLLABORATION WITH N STATE AND
LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES, COMMUNITY STAKEHOLDERS, AND ANY OTHER
RELEVANT ENTITIES DETERMINED BY THE DEPARTMENT.

(2) THE COMMUNICATIONS PLAN SHALIL:

& BeEUBE INCLUDE BEST PRACTICES FOR PROVIDING
TIMELY, RELEVANT, AND APPROPRIATE INFORMATION THROUGH NOTIFICATION
AND RESPONSES TO PARENTS OF AFFECTED STUDENTS AND COMMUNITY
STAKEHOLDERS AND LOCAL SCHOOL SYSTEM CONTACT INFORMATIONsAND
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(3) THE E-MAIL AND EEECTRONIE OTHER ELECTRONIC
COMMUNICATION DOCUMENTS RETENTION POLICY SHALL INCLUDE REQUIREMENTS
FOR THE RETENTION AND MAINTENANCE OF A LOCAL SCHOOL SYSTEM’S E-MAILS
AND EHEECFRONIE OTHER ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION DOCUMENTS FOR A
MINIMUM OF 1 YEAR.

STATEWIDE RESOURCE PLATFORM FHAT-ENCGEEDBES, DEVELOPED IN ACCORDAN CE
WITH THE MODEL RESPONSE POLICY, SHALL INCLUDE INFORMATION AND PROGVHDES
PROVIDE LINKS TO RESOURCES REGARDING CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE AND SEXUAL
MISCONDUCT IN A SCHOOL ENVIRONMENTHNECEEDENG:

%QH%%ENG DEVELOPED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE MODEL RESPONSE POLICY,

SHALL REQUIRE A LOCAL SCHOOL SYSTEM TO CONDUCT A STRUCTURED,
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COLLABORATIVE DEBRIEFING PROCESS TO IDENTIFY, ASSESS, EVALUATE, AND
RESOLVE IISSUESEN-THE-ACTIONS ANY ISSUE WITH ANY ACTION TAKEN BY AHEE
ENFHFHES AN ENTITY INVOLVED IN A SCHOOL-RELATED CASE OF SEXUAL ABUSE AND
SEXUAL MISCONDUCT TO IMPROVE FUTURE PERFORMANCE.

) (D) (1) ON OR BEFORE JUL¥ SEPTEMBER 1, 2027, EACH LOCAL
SCHOOL SYSTEM SHALL ADOPT A RESPONSE POLICY BASED ON THE MODEL POLICY
DEVELOPED BY THE DEPARTMENT UNDER SUBSECTION (B) OF THIS SECTION.

(2) EACH LOCAL SCHOOL SYSTEM SHALL POST IN A CONSPICUOUS
PLACE ON ITS WEBSITE A LINK TO THE CENTRALIZED RESOURCE PLATFORM
DEVELOPED UNDER SUBSECTION (C) OF THIS SECTION.

_ (3) EACH LOCAL SCHOOL SYSTEM’S RESPONSE POLICY MAY NOT
IMPEDE OR COMPROMISE THE ABILITY OF A SCHOOL, THE LOCAL SCHOOL SYSTEM, A
LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY, OR A PROSECUTOR TO CONDUCT A THOROUGH AND
UNBIASED INVESTIGATION INTO AN ALLEGATION OF SEXUAL ABUSE OR SEXUAL
MISCONDUCT.
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SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect July
1, 2026.

Approved by the Governor, May 26, 2026.





