WES MOORE, Governor Ch. 754

Chapter 754

(Senate Bill 729)
AN ACT concerning

Real Property — Access to Counsel in Evictions Program and-Mebile-Home
Parks — Expansion

FOR the purpose of altering the Access to Counsel in Evictions Program to expand access
to legal representation and other services under the Program to 1nd1v1duals who
occupy premlses of a rnoblle home park, hor =gy < -

and generally relatlng to the Access to Counsel in EV1ct10ns Program %%%e%%
homeparks.

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article — Real Property
Sectlon 8-901; and 8— 904 through 8—907—

Annotated Code of Maryland
(2023 Replacement Volume and 2025 Supplement)

BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments,
Article — Real Property
Section 8-903
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2023 Replacement Volume and 2025 Supplement)
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SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Real Property
8-901.
(a) In this subtitle the following words have the meanings indicated.

(b)  “Community group” means a nonprofit entity with the capacity to conduct
tenant outreach and provide engagement, education, and information.

(c) “Covered individual” means an individual who:

(1) Occupies a residential property under a claim of legal right other than
owner, including [a]:

(I) A tenant in a building owned, operated, or managed by a public
housing authority; and

(I1) AN INDIVIDUAL WHO OCCUPIES PREMISES OF A MOBILE
HOME PARK UNDER TITLE 8A OF THIS ARTICLE; AND

(2) Is a member of a household with an income that is not greater than 50%

of the median income, adjusted for household size, in the State as determined by the United
States Department of Health and Human Services or its successor.
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(d)  “Designated organization” means a nonprofit entity designated by MLSC with
the ability to provide legal representation to covered individuals.

(e) “Fund” means the Access to Counsel in Evictions Special Fund.

) “Legal representation” includes all representation by an attorney beyond brief
legal advice and is not limited to the formal entry of appearance in court.

(2) “MLSC” means the Maryland Legal Services Corporation.

(h)  “Program” means the Access to Counsel in Evictions Program.

() “RESIDENT” HAS THE MEANING STATED IN § 8A-101 OF THIS ARTICLE.

[D] (9) “Task Force” means the Access to Counsel in Evictions Task Force.
8-903.

(a)  There is an Access to Counsel in Evictions Program administered by MLSC.

(b) The purpose of the Program is to organize and direct services and resources
in order to provide all covered individuals in the State with access to legal representation
as required under this subtitle.

8-904.

(a (1) Under the Program, MLSC shall provide for access to legal
representation by a covered individual for a judicial or administrative proceeding to [evict]:

(I) EVICT or terminate the tenancy or housing subsidy of a covered
individual[, including]; OR

(I1) REPOSSESS THE PREMISES OF A COVERED INDIVIDUAL
UNDER TITLE 8A OF THIS ARTICLE.

(2) THE ACCESS TO LEGAL REPRESENTATION UNDER PARAGRAPH (1)
OF THIS SUBSECTION INCLUDES the first appeal of a decision in the proceeding if the
designated organization determines that there are sufficient legal grounds for the appeal.

(b) (1) Under the Program, a designated organization shall ensure that a
covered individual receives access to legal representation by an attorney in a proceeding as

required under this subtitle as soon as possible after:

(1) A landlord provides notice to terminate a tenancy;
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@) The initiation of an eviction proceeding; or

fGiii)} ) The determination by a designated organization that a
proceeding related to a constructive eviction on behalf of a covered individual should be
Initiated.

(2) If feasible, legal representation required under this subsection should
begin no later than the time of the covered individual’s first appearance in a proceeding.

(c) MLSC may contract with a designated organization to provide all or part of
the services required under this section.

8-905.

(a) MLSC shall develop an informational pamphlet in both English and other
languages MLSC determines appropriate:

(1)  Describing the legal rights of tenants AND RESIDENTS and the access
to counsel established under this subtitle; and

(2) Providing information on resources available to tenants AND
RESIDENTS.

(b) A sheriff or constable shall provide a copy of the pamphlet described under
subsection (a) of this section in addition to the process served on a tenant, an assignee, or

a subtenant in accordance with the following provisions of this article:

(1)  An eviction proceeding for a failure to pay rent under § 8—401 of this
title;

(2)  An eviction proceeding for a tenant holding over under § 8—402 of this
title; [and]

(3)  An eviction proceeding for a breach of lease under § 8—402.1 of this title;
AND

(4) A REPOSSESSION PROCEEDING UNDER TITLE 8A, SUBTITLE 17
OF THIS ARTICLE.
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MLSC shall designate and contract with appropriate community groups to conduct
outreach and provide education to tenants AND RESIDENTS locally and throughout the
State regarding [tenants’] THE rights and [the] access to legal representation under this
subtitle.

8-907.
On or before August 31 each year, MLSC shall report to the Governor and, in
accordance with § 2-1257 of the State Government Article, the General Assembly the

following information for the immediately preceding fiscal year:

(1) The number of cases in which a covered individual was provided legal
representation, disaggregated by case type, including:

@) Nonpayment of rent under § 8—401 of this title OR §8A—3702 §
8A-1701 OF THIS ARTICLE;

(1)  [Tenant holdover] HOLDOVER under § 8-402 of this title OR §
8A—1703 8A-1702 OF THIS ARTICLE; [and]

(i11) Breach of lease under § 8-402.1 of this title; AND

(Iv) BREACH OF RENTAL AGREEMENT UNDER §8A-1704 §
8A-1703 OF THIS ARTICLE;

(2) The amount paid to attorneys for each case managed,;
(3) The geographic distribution of cases;
(4) Data on the disposition of cases decided;

5) The amount of State and federal funds allocated to each designated
organization; and

(6) The number of covered individuals provided legal representation for
multiple cases.
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SECTION 5= 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2026.

Approved by the Governor, May 26, 2026.
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