HOUSE BILL 130

E1, B4 6lr1066
(PRE-FILED)

By: Delegate—Ruff Delegates Ruff, Moreno, Conaway, Woods, Cardin, Phillips,
Stinnett, Simpson, Taylor, and McComas

Requested: October 2, 2025

Introduced and read first time: January 14, 2026

Assigned to: Judiciary

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
House action: Adopted
Read second time: March 9, 2026

CHAPTER

AN ACT concerning

estabhshmg the Task Force to Study Deed Fraud and generally relatmg to deed
fraud.

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
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8 HOUSE BILL 130

(a) There is a Task Force to Study Deed Fraud.

(b) The Task Force consists of the following members:
(1)  the Attorney General, or the Attorney General’s designee;

(2) one representative of the Judiciary, designated by the Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court of Maryland;

3) the Director of the State Department of Assessments and Taxation, or
the Director’s designee;

(4) the Executive Director of the Maryland Legal Services Corporation, or
the Executive Director’s designee;
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HOUSE BILL 130 9
(5) the Secretary of Housing and Community Development, or the
Secretary’s designee; and
(6) the following members, appointed by the Governor:
(1) one representative of the land title insurance industry; and
(i1)  one individual with experience as a notary public.

(c) The Governor shall designate the chair of the Task Force.

(d)  The AdministrativeO45 tee—efthe-LCoeurts Office of the Attorney General shall
provide staff for the Task Force.

(e) A member of the Task Force:
(1) may not receive compensation as a member of the Task Force; but

(2)  1s entitled to reimbursement for expenses under the Standard State
Travel Regulations, as provided in the State budget.

3] The Task Force shall:

(1) study incidents of deed fraud in Maryland, including the number of
deed fraud complaints, the number of resolved deed fraud cases, the amount of restitution
awarded, and geographic and demographic trends;

(2) study how deed fraud is combatted in other states;

(3) 1dentify patterns used by perpetrators of deed fraud and patterns in
demographics of victims of deed fraud,;

(4) develop recommendations for deed fraud detection tools;

(5)  conduct an analysis on victims of deed fraud that identifies the
economic impact on victims; and

(6) make recommendations for combatting deed fraud in the State,
including strategies for intergovernmental coordination to more effectively detect and
prevent deed fraud.

(2) On or before July 1, 2028, the Task Force shall report its findings and
recommendations to the General Assembly in accordance with § 2—-1257 of the State
Government Article.
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SECTION 3- 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2026. Seetien—2-efthis=Aet It shall remain effective for a period of 2 years and,
at the end of September 30, 2028, Section 2 of this Act, with no further action required by
the General Assembly, shall be abrogated and of no further force and effect.

Approved:

Governor.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.

President of the Senate.





