15
16
17
18
19

20
21
22

HOUSE BILL 222

F1, F2 61r0685
HB 852/25 - W&M & APP (PRE-FILED)

By: Delegate Vogel

Requested: August 13, 2025

Introduced and read first time: January 14, 2026
Assigned to: Ways and Means and Appropriations

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
House action: Adopted
Read second time: March 4, 2026

CHAPTER

AN ACT concerning

at County Boards of Education — Opioid
Overdose—Rever51ng Medications — Policy Requirements
(Naloxone Access Act)

requlrmg each county board of educatlon 2 ! =
to update certain policies to include 1nf0rmat10n on authorlzed possess1on of naloxone
or other opioid overdose-reversing medication by certain #seissdwads high school
students and immunity from liability; altering the list of individuals who may
administer certain medication under a certain policy; and generally relating to
programs and pohcles on naloxone and other opioid overdose—reversing medication
3 county boards of education.

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article — Education
Section #=43d-and 7-426.5
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2025 Replacement Volume and 2025 Supplement)

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Education
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HOUSE BILL 222 3

7—426.5.

(a) Each county board shall establish a policy in accordance with school health
guidelines and State laws and regulations for public schools within its jurisdiction to
authorize {the school nurse, school health services personnel, ard other school personnel}

A NG B0 A AND A HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT IN
ACCORDANCE WITH SUBSECTION (B) OF THIS SECTION to administer naloxone or other
OPIOID overdose—reversing medication to a student or other person leeated—en—sehool
preperty who is reasonably believed to be experiencing an opioid overdose.

(b) (1) The policy established under subsection (a) of this section shall include:

& () A provision requiring all public schools to obtain and store at the
public school naloxone or other OPIOID overdose—reversing medication to be used in an
emergency situation; [and]

€y (II) A requirement that each public school develop and implement a
method for notifying the parents or guardians of students of the school’s policy under this
section at the beginning of each school year; AND

& au ) AUTHORIZATION FOR A HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTﬁéFR{-EM%ER

¥ WHO HAS RECEIVED TRAINING ON
THE APPROPRIATE USE OF NALOXONE OR OTHER OPIOID OVERDOSE-REVERSING

MEDICATION TO POSSESS NALOXONE OR OTHER OPIOID OVERDOSE-REVERSING
MEDICATION.

(2) THE POLICY ESTABLISHED UNDER SUBSECTION (A) OF THIS
SECTION MAY INCLUDE A RECORD OF STUDENTS WHO INTEND TO POSSESS
NALOXONE OR OTHER OPIOID OVERDOSE-REVERSING MEDICATION AND WHETHER
THOSE STUDENTS HAVE RECEIVED APPROPRIATE TRAINING.

(c) Except for any willful or grossly negligent act, any fof the following individuals
who respond]= p ALV ESPONDS in good faith to the overdose emergency of a
studentsA A 212 : : A
ATASCHOOLE in accordance w1th th1s section may not be held personally liable for any act
or omission in the course of responding to the emergency#:

(1) A school nurse;

(2) Other school health services personnel who are licensed or certified to
practice a health occupation under the Health Occupations Article; ez

3) Other school personnel; OR
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4 HOUSE BILL 222

(4) A HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT WHO HAS RECEIVED TRAINING ON THE
APPROPRIATE USE OF NALOXONE OR OTHER OPIOID OVERDOSE-REVERSING
MEDICATION}.

(d) (1) The county board or the local health department shall, by local
agreement:

(1) Hire a sufficient number of either county or regional community
action officials; or

(1)  Develop and implement a program that provides the community
relations and education functions required to be conducted by community action officials in
paragraph (2) of this subsection.

(2) A county or regional community action official shall:

(1) Coordinate school-based community forums, in cooperation with
local law enforcement officials; and

(11)  Conduct public relations efforts that include the following:

1. Parent contact;
2. Electronic media; and
3. Public service announcements.

[e) () For fiscal year 2019, the Governor shall include an appropriation of at
least $3,000,000 in general funds in the State budget for the Department for the purpose
of awarding grants to county boards to implement the policy and conduct the training
required under this section.

(2) The Department shall disburse the grants authorized under paragraph
(1) of this subsection based on the enrollment count of students in public schools in the
State for the prior fiscal year.]

[D] (E) (1)  On or before October 1 each year, each public school shall submit,
on the form that the Department requires, a report to the Department on each incident at
the school that required the use of naloxone or other OPIOID overdose-reversing
medication.

(2) The Department shall develop and disseminate a standard form to
report each incident requiring the use of naloxone or other OPIOID overdose—reversing
medication at a public school.
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HOUSE BILL 222 5

[(3) On or before December 1, 2018, December 1, 2019, and December 1,
2020, the Department shall report the information provided under paragraph (1) of this
subsection to the General Assembly in accordance with § 2—-1257 of the State Government
Article.]
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SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect July
1, 2026.





