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By: Delegates Wu, Ebersole, Forbes, Hill, Kaufman, J.Long, Moreno,
Palakovich Carr, Patterson, Schindler, Simmons, Spiegel, Stinnett, and
Wims Wims, Feldmark, Hornberger, Miller, Mireku-North, Vogel, and
Young

Introduced and read first time: January 27, 2026

Assigned to: Ways and Means

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
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CHAPTER

AN ACT concerning

State Department of Education — Publlc Schools STEM and Robotics Program
: nent — Study

FOR the purpose of = B
: i atien and requiring the State Department of Educatlon to

study ex1st1ng STEM and robotlcs programs in public schools in the State and=n
etherstates to determine the feasibility of establishing competitive extracurricular
STEM and robotics programs throughout the State and generally relating to the
obot 2 askHeree extracurricular STEM and

robotics programs.

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That:

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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(@) The State Department of Education shall study the existing Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) and robotics extracurricular programs
currently in place in high schools throughout the State.

() (1) Inthe course of its study, the Department shall examine:

(3] the requirements for administering existing programs;

(1)  the requirements for participation in existing programs;

(111) funding sources for existing programs: and

(1v) 1mpediments to establishing a STEM or robotics extracurricular
program in a school.

(2) Inconductingits study, the Department shall, to the extent practicable,
make use of available data.

(©) The Department shall make recommendations on the feasibility of:

(1) adopting a uniform set of standards governing the operation and
funding of extracurricular STEM and robotics programs throughout the State:

(2) establishing a competitive extracurricular STEM or robotics program
in every public school in the State; and

(3) creating a competitive robotics program as a varsity sport in public high
schools throughout the State.

(d) On or before January 1, 2027, the Department shall report on the results of
its study and recommendations to the General Assembly, in accordance with § 2-1257 of
the State Government Article.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect July
1, 2026. H=shalremain-effeetivetoraperiodottvearand—attheendofdune30-2027 ths
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Approved:

Governor.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.

President of the Senate.





