HOUSE BILL 870

E4, M5, M3 6lr1165

By: Delegates Korman and-Beafe, Boafo, Behler, Boyce, Foley, J. Long, Lewis, and
Stein

Introduced and read first time: February 4, 2026

Assigned to: Environment and Transportation

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
House action: Adopted
Read second time: March 6, 2026

CHAPTER

AN ACT concerning

Environment — Permit Applications for New Buildings — Notice
(Large Buildings for Tomorrow Act)

mumclpahtv to prov1de certain notice to the Department of the Env1ronment of a
certain permit application for a certain new building within a certain period of time
after a countv or mumclpahtv accepts the permlt apphcatlon and generally relatmg

BY adding to

Article — Environment

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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2 HOUSE BILL 870

Section 2—1603
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2013 Replacement Volume and 2025 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Environment
2-1603.

(A) BEGINNING JULY 1, 2026, WITHIN 10 BUSINESS DAYS AFTER A COUNTY
OR MUNICIPALITY ACCEPTS A PERMIT APPLICATION FOR A NEW BUILDING THAT HAS
A PROPOSED GROSS FLOOR AREA OF 35,000 SQUARE FEET OR MORE, EXCLUDING
THE PARKING GARAGE AREA, THE COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY SHALL PROVIDE
NOTICE OF THE PERMIT APPLICATION TO THE DEPARTMENT.

(B) THE NOTICE REQUIRED UNDER SUBSECTION (A) OF THIS SECTION
SHALL INCLUDE:

THE ADDRESS OF THE PROPOSED BUILDING;

E

THE BUILDING PERMIT APPLICATION NUMBER;

(2)
(3) THE TOTAL SQUARE FOOTAGE OF THE PROPOSED BUILDING;
“)

THE PROPOSED BUILDING TYPE;

(6) THE ENERGY SOURCES PLANNED FOR USE IN THE PROPOSED
BUILDING:; AND

2
3
4
5
N

THE CONTACT INFORMATION FOR THE OWNER OF THE PROPOSED

e

BUILDING.
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SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall be construed to
apply only prospectively and may not be applied or interpreted to have any effect on or
application to any new construction for which a complete commercial or residential service
request 1s made to the local utility or a development application or building permit
application is filed with a county or municipal corporation before the effective date of this

Act.

SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2026.

Approved:

Governor.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.

President of the Senate.





