HOUSE BILL 1196

M3, N1 6lr2752
CF SB 940
By: Delegates J. Long, Howard, Alston, Behler, Taylor, and-Weeds Woods, and
Holmes

Introduced and read first time: February 11, 2026
Assigned to: Environment and Transportation

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
House action: Adopted
Read second time: March 6, 2026

CHAPTER
1 AN ACT concerning
2 Environment — Mebile-HemePRarks— Water Quality Testing — Secondary
3 Maximum Contaminant Levels Action Plan

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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(a) The Department of the Environment shall develop an action plan for the
enforcement of standards for secondary maximum contaminant levels to address water
discoloring, taste, and odor at community water systems and nontransient, noncommunity
water systems.

() The action plan required under subsection (a) of this section shall include:

(1) alisting of the presence and concentrations of secondary contaminants
1n community water systems and nontransient, noncommunity water systems;

(2) a draft approach for the enforcement of standards for secondary
maximum contaminant levels;

3B) a summary of the regulatory enforcement actions for secondary
maximum contaminant levels in place in Alabama, Arkansas, California, Delaware,
Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, and Maine:

(4)  a decision—matrix including the feasibility, benefits, and challenges of
enforcing secondary maximum contaminant levels in nontransient, noncommunity water

systems:;

() an evaluation of potential costs to be borne by community water
systems and nontransient, noncommunity water systems in order to comply with secondary
maximum contaminant level enforcement; and

(6) a projected time frame for implementing the enforcement of secondary
maximum contaminant levels in:

()] community water systems: and

(11) nontransient, noncommunity water systems.

(©) The Department shall consult with stakeholders, including:

(1) owners and operators of and residents serviced by community water
systems and nontransient, noncommunity water systems;

(2) community and nonprofit organizations that represent affected

residents;

(3) the Maryland Rural Water Association; and

(4) any other person the Department determines relevant.
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(d)  On or before December 1, 2026, the Department shall report its findings and
recommendations to the General Assembly, in accordance with § 2—1257 of the State
Government Article.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
Oeteber July 1, 2026. It shall remain effective for a period of 1 year and 1 month and, at
the end of July 31, 2027, this Act, with no further action required by the General Assembly,
shall be abrogated and of no further force and effect.

Approved:

Governor.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.

President of the Senate.





