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HOUSE BILL 1612

C7 6lr3716
HB 922/25 - W&M CF SB 970

By: Delegate Ebersole

Introduced and read first time: February 17, 2026
Assigned to: Rules and Executive Nominations
Re-referred to: Ways and Means, February 26, 2026

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
House action: Adopted
Read second time: March 9, 2026

CHAPTER
AN ACT concerning

SpertsWagering— Gaming — Campaign Financing Contributions and Study on

Independent Evaluation of Sports Wagering

1k repeahng
the DI‘Ohlblthl’l on am)hcants for and holders of Vldeo lotterv operatlon licenses and

persons who own an interest in video lottery facility operations in the State from
directly or indirectly making contributions to certain campaign finance entities;
requiring the State Lottery and Gaming Control Agency to study and report to the
Governor and the General Assembly, on or before a certain date, on certain matters

concerning certain independent evaluators for ees&aa#p%@%s sports Wa,qerln,q
content; and generally relating to % raduat : g PP

BY repealing

Article — Election Law

Section 13-237

Annotated Code of Maryland

(2022 Replacement Volume and 2025 Supplement)

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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2 HOUSE BILL 1612

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Election Law

[13-237.

(@ (1) In this section the following words have the meanings indicated.

(@) “Own” has the meaning stated in § 9—1A—01 of the State Government

Article.

3)  “Video lottery facility” has the meaning stated in § 9—1A—01 of the State
Government Article.

(4)  “Video lottery operation license” has the meaning stated in § 9-1A-01
of the State Government Article.

(b)  This section applies to the following persons:

(1) an applicant for a video lottery operation license;

(2) aholder of a video lottery operation license; or

(3) aperson who owns an interest in the operation of a video lottery facility
in this State.

(c) This section does not apply to gaming activity that an eligible organization is
authorized to conduct under the Criminal Law Article.

(d) A person subject to this section may not, directly or indirectly, make a
contribution to:
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HOUSE BILL 1612 3

(1) the campaign finance entity of a candidate for any nonfederal public
office in the State: or

(2) any other campaign finance entity organized in support of a candidate
for any nonfederal public office in the State.]

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That, on or before January 1, 2027,
the State Lottery and Gaming Control Agency shall study and report to the Governor and
the General Assembly. in accordance with § 2—1257 of the State Government Article, on:

(1) thenumber of independent evaluators licensed by the State Lottery and
Gaming Control Commission under § 9—-1E—17 of the State Government Article:

(2)  the utilization of independent evaluators by sports wagering licensees
and sports wagering operators in the State to evaluate sports wagering content in
accordance with § 9—1E—17 of the State Government Article:

(3)  the utilization of independent evaluators by sports wagering licensees
and sports wagering operators in other states to evaluate sports wagering content: and

(4)  whether any other states require sports wagering licensees or sports
wagering operators licensed in those states to contract with independent evaluators to
evaluate sports wagering content.

SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That Section 1 of this Act shall
take effect January 1, 2027.

SECTION 3- 4. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That, subjeette-Seetion2 except
as provided in Section 3 of this Act, this Act shall take effect July 1, 2026.

Approved:

Governor.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.

President of the Senate.





