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SENATE BILL 168

61r1629
(PRE-FILED) CF HB 810

By: Senator Watson

Requested: October 31, 2025

Introduced and read first time: January 14, 2026
Assigned to: Budget and Taxation

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
Senate action: Adopted
Read second time: February 20, 2026

CHAPTER

AN ACT concerning

That:

]| requiring the State Department of Assessments and Taxatlon in coordlnatlon
with certain entities, to explere evaluate the use of blockchain technology for
securely recording and verifying real property ownership and to assess its potential
for use by law enforcement and courts n resolvmg certaln real property dlsputes
and generally relating to the a—B4 Real—Pr SEES
study to evaluate blockchain—based real property t1tle recordatlon and Ver1f1cat10n

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,

(a) (1) In this section the following words have the meanings indicated.

(2) “Blockchain” means a distributed ledger technology that provides a
secure, immutable, and transparent method of recording and storing data.

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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£ (3) “Squatting” means the unauthorized occupation of real property by an
individual who does not have legal title, a lease, or the right of possession.

(b)) & here—is-aBleckehain—Based Real Properts=Title Pilot Proapgmin the
The State Department of Assessments and Taxation, in coordination with the Maryland
Judiciary, the Maryland State Police, local law enforcement agencies, the Office of the
Attorney General, and third—party technology vendors, shall conduct a study to evaluate
the use of blockchain—based real property title recordation and verification.

£ (¢) The purpes thePHet-Programiste study shall:

& (1) explere evaluate the use of blockchain technology for securely
recording and verifying real property ownership; and

&1 (2) assess the potential for the use of blockchain technology to assist
law enforcement and courts in resolving real property disputes involving squatting.
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&4 (d) On or before December 31, 2028 2026, the State Department of Assessments
and Taxation, in coordination with the Maryland Judiciary, the Maryland State Police,
local law enforcement agencies, aad the Office of the Attorney General and thlrd—partv
technologv Vendors shall report the results of the Riet

2 a study to the Governor and, in accordance W1th § 2— 1257 of the State
Government Article, the General Assembly.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED That this Act shall take effect
Qe&ebeﬁJunel 2026 hg = : areg the-g ot

Approved:

Governor.

President of the Senate.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.





