=~ W DN

SENATE BILL 267

L6, Q2, Q6 61r1390

By: Senator Brooks
Introduced and read first time: January 19, 2026
Assigned to: Education, Energy, and the Environment and Budget and Taxation

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
Senate action: Adopted
Read second time: March 2, 2026

CHAPTER ____
AN ACT concerning
Land Use — Residential Housing — Oversight

Approval
(Building Affordably in My Back Yard Act)

FOR the purpose of establishing certain policies and processes to facilitate the development
of residential housing in the State; requiring an entity that owns residential real
property in the State to make a certain certification to the Department of Housing
and Community Development; authorizing a local jurisdiction to establish an
administrative process to review, approve modlfy, or deny certam housing
development prOJect apphcatlons : : : : SE2 2

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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2 SENATE BILL 267

e- and generally relating to

tor and development of residential

real estate.

BY adding to
Article — Housing and Community Development
Section 1-103
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2019 Replacement Volume and 2025 Supplement)

BY adding to
Article — Land Use

Annotated Code of Maryland
(2012 Volume and 2025 Supplement)
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SENATE BILL 267 3

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article - Housing and Community Development
1-103.
(A) IN THIS SECTION, “ENTITY” MEANS:
(1) A CORPORATION;
(2) A LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY;
(3) A LIMITED LIABILITY PARTNERSHIP;
(4) A LIMITED PARTNERSHIP;
(5) A LIMITED LIABILITY LIMITED PARTNERSHIP;
(6) A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION;
(7) A TRADE NAME FILER; OR
(8) A BUSINESS TRUST.

(B) (1) Ax EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN PARAGRAPH (3) OF THIS
SUBSECTION, AT LEAST ONCE PER YEAR, EACH ENTITY THAT OWNS RESIDENTIAL
REAL PROPERTY IN THE STATE THAT THE ENTITY RENTS OR INTENDS TO RENT FOR
RESIDENTIAL USE SHALL FILE WITH THE DEPARTMENT A CERTIFICATE DISCLOSING

THE CORRECT CONTACT INFORMATION FOR A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ENTITY
WHO HAS THE AUTHORITY TO COMMUNICATE WITH THE PUBLIC ABOUT THE ENTITY.

(2) THE CERTIFICATE SHALL BE:
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4 SENATE BILL 267

(I) IN WRITING; AND
(I) AFFIRMED OR ACKNOWLEDGED UNDER OATH.

(3) THIS SUBSECTION DOES NOT APPLY TO AN ENTITY THAT
PROVIDES CONTACT INFORMATION FOR A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ENTITY WHO
HAS THE AUTHORITY TO COMMUNICATE WITH THE PUBLIC ABOUT THE ENTITY TO A
UNIT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AT LEAST ONCE PER YEAR IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
REQUIREMENTS OF A LOCAL ORDINANCE OR PROGRAM.

(C) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVIDE THE INFORMATION PROVIDED
UNDER SUBSECTION (B) OF THIS SECTION ON REQUEST BY A UNIT OF LOCAL
GOVERNMENT IN THE STATE.

Article — Land Use
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7-106.

(A) (1) IN THIS SECTION THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS
INDICATED.

(2) “HOUSING DEVELOPMENT PROJECT” MEANS THE NEW
CONSTRUCTION OR SUBSTANTIAL RENOVATION OF A RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE
PROJECT.

(3) “HOUSING DEVELOPMENT PROJECT APPLICATION” MEANS AN
APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING PERMIT, CERTIFICATION, AUTHORIZATION, SITE
PLAN APPROVAL, SUBDIVISION APPROVAL, CONCEPTUAL PLAN, OR ANY OTHER
DETERMINATION BY A LOCAL JURISDICTION RELATING TO A HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT PROJECT THAT HAS BEEN SUBMITTED TO A LOCAL JURISDICTION IN
COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE REQUIREMENTS.

(B) AFTER MAKING A DETERMINATION THAT THERE IS A SHORTAGE OF
AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN A LOCAL JURISDICTION, THE GOVERNING BODY OF A
LOCAL JURISDICTION MAY ESTABLISH, BY LOCAL LAW, AN ADMINISTRATIVE
PROCESS TO REVIEW, APPROVE, MODIFY, OR DENY A HOUSING DEVELOPMENT
PROJECT APPLICATION.

(C) ALOCALLAW THAT ESTABLISHES AN ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESS UNDER
SUBSECTION (B) OF THIS SECTION SHALL:

(1) DESIGNATE THE DEPARTMENT, OFFICIAL, OR STAFF THAT WILL
IMPLEMENT THE ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESS;

(2) PROVIDE THE PROCEDURES, CRITERIA, AND CONDITIONS FOR
THE ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESS;

(3) REQUIRE REASONABLE PUBLIC NOTICE AND OPPORTUNITY FOR
PUBLIC COMMENT DURING THE ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESS; AND

(4) ESTABLISH A PROCESS TO APPEAL A DECISION MADE THROUGH
THE ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESS.
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SENATE BILL 267 7

(D) THIS SECTION MAY NOT BE CONSTRUED TO:

(1) LIMIT THE AUTHORITY OF A LOCAL JURISDICTION TO REVIEW,
APPROVE, OR DENY ANY MATTER UNDER ITS JURISDICTION; OR

(2) UNLESS AUTHORIZED BY LOCAL LAW, TRANSFER THE AUTHORITY
OF A LOCAL JURISDICTION TO MAKE A FINAL DECISION REGARDING A MATTER
DECIDED THROUGH THE ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESS.
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SECTION 8- 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That Seetions34-3-—4-5-6-and+
of this Act shall take effect October 1, 2026.






