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CHAPTER ____
1 AN ACT concerning

2 Natural Resources — Recreational Striped-Bass-Cateh Fishery Data Collection
3 Program - Reperting Established

11 h%%%%ﬁe%&eeess of Natural Resources to develop and 1mplement a data collectlon
12 svstem for recreatlonal anglers in the State and generally relating to zepertine
ren : e oleateh : ass the Recreational Fishery

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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2 SENATE BILL 559

(a) In this section, “Program” means the Recreational Fishery Data Collection

Program.

()  On or before December 31, 2026, the Department of Natural Resources shall
establish the Recreational Fishery Data Collection Program.

(© The purpose of the Program is to develop and implement a data collection
system for recreational anglers in the State.

(d) In coordination with State and federal partners, the Department of Natural
Resources shall:

(1) survey and collect data on recreational fishing reporting programs in
other states: and

(2)  subject to available funding, enter into a contract for the development
and implementation of a data collection system for recreational anglers.

(e) On or before December 31, 2027, the Department of Natural Resources shall
report to the Senate Committee on Education, Energy, and the Environment and the House
Environment and Transportation Committee, in accordance with § 2-1257 of the State
Government Article, on the findings of the Program, including a workplan detailing the
proposed development and implementation of a data collection system for recreational

anglers.
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10 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
11 Jamuwaey July 1, 202% 2026. It shall remain effective for a period of 1 year and 6 months
12 and, at the end of December 31, 2027, this Act, with no further action required by the
13 General Assembly, shall be abrogated and of no further force and effect.

Approved:

Governor.

President of the Senate.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.





