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CHAPTER ____
AN ACT concerning

Maryland Department of Health Adolescent Psychlatrlc Inpatient Beds -
q Py : gnty-and-Report and Outcomes

Reports on Capacity 4

pregram; requiring the Maryland Department of Health to report to the Governor
and the General Assembly on certain information related to adolescent psychiatric
inpatient bed capacity in the State; requiring the Department to report to the
Governor and the General Assembly on certain information related to outcomes for
adolescents receiving care in adolescent psychiatric inpatient beds; and generally
relating to adolescent psychiatric inpatient bed capacity and outcomes.

Preamble

WHEREAS, Maryland hospitals experience pediatric psychiatric overstay and
boarding pressures, and State law recognizes the occurrence of pediatric psychiatric

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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overstays and the need to transfer youth to appropriate treatment settings when clinically
indicated; and

WHEREAS, Prince George’s County has experienced reductions in adolescent
psychiatric inpatient service capacity, including the revocation of adolescent psychiatric
inpatient bed licenses; and

WHEREAS, The Maryland Department of Health maintains a statewide psychiatric
bed registry and referral system to identify available inpatient psychiatric beds and to
coordinate behavioral health placement; and

WHEREAS, State and local behavioral health planning documents identify an
ongoing need to expand and strengthen the quality and availability of behavioral health
services for children and youth; now, therefore,

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
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(a) On or before Geteber December 1, 202% 2026, and annually thereafter until
2030, the Maryland Department of Health shall report to the Governor and, in accordance
with § 2-1257 of the State Government Article, the General Assembly on:

(1) the number and location of licensed adolescent psychiatric inpatient
beds by county;

(2) metrics for pediatric psychiatric emergency department boarding and
overstay;

(3) any barriers to staffing licensed adolescent psychiatric inpatient beds,
including licensure barriers; and

(4) recommendations for rate or regulatory changes needed to maintain
sufficient capacity of licensed adolescent psychiatric inpatient beds.

(b) The Department shall use available data systems, including the State
inpatient psychiatric registry and referral system, to generate data for the report required
under subsection (a) of this section.

SECTION 3- 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That:

(@)  On or before December 1, 2026, the Maryland Department of Health, in
consultation with the National Association of State Mental Health Program Directors and
the Prince George’s County local behavioral health authority, shall study and report to the
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Governor and, in accordance with § 2-1257 of the State Government Article, the General
Assembly on the resources, staffing parameters, treatment plans, and therapeutic
environments that would ensure:

(1)  the best possible outcomes for adolescents receiving care in adolescent
psychiatric inpatient beds: and

(2) that the correct services are provided to the adolescents.

() The Maryland Department of Health may partner with relevant organizations
in conducting the study under subsection (a) of this section.

SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect dwuds
June 1, 2026.

Approved:

Governor.

President of the Senate.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.





