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CHAPTER ____
AN ACT concerning

Education — Public Schools - Se

’ aet: requiring, on or before a
certain date, the State Department of Education to de51gn and develop a new system
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of professional development in public schools for paraeducators and other education
support professmnals p ing . a5 oaptain do

generally relating to 2 3 profess1onal development in
public schools for paraeducators and other educat1on support professionals.

BY adding to

Article — Education

Section 6132 and-6—133

Annotated Code of Maryland

(2025 Replacement Volume and 2025 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,

That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Education

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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(A) (1) THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FINDS THAT PARAEDUCATORS AND
OTHER EDUCATION SUPPORT PROFESSIONALS BENEFIT FROM IN-PERSON
TRAINING AS PART OF THE HIRING AND ONBOARDING PROCESS.

(2) ITIS THE INTENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY THAT IN-PERSON
TRAINING FOR PARAEDUCATORS AND OTHER EDUCATION SUPPORT
PROFESSIONALS BE EXPANDED IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS TO AT LEAST 2 DAYS OF
HIGH-QUALITY PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DURING EACH SCHOOL YEAR.

(B) (1) SUBJECT TO PARAGRAPHS PARAGRAPH (2) AND—() OF THIS
SUBSECTION, ON OR BEFORE JULY 1, 2027, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DESIGN AND
DEVELOP A NEW SYSTEM OF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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FOR PARAEDUCATORS AND OTHER EDUCATION SUPPORT PROFESSIONALS THAT IS
PAID AND OCCURS DURING WEEKDAY SCHOOL HOURS.

3 (2) WHEN DESIGNING AND DEVELOPING THE SYSTEM OF
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT REQUIRED UNDER THIS SUBSECTION, THE
DEPARTMENT SHALL CONSULT WITH COUNTY BOARDS AND NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATIONS WITH EXPERIENCE IN SUPPORTING EDUCATION SUPPORT
PROFESSIONALS, INCLUDING THE MARYLAND STATE EDUCATION ASSOCIATION.
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@& (0 THIS SECTION MAY NOT BE CONSTRUED TO DIMINISH THE
OBLIGATION OF A COUNTY BOARD TO COMPLY WITH A COLLECTIVE BARGAINING
AGREEMENT OR AN EMPLOYMENT BENEFIT PROGRAM THAT ESTABLISHES GREATER
REQUIREMENTS THAN IMPOSED UNDER THIS SECTION.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect July
1, 2026.

Approved:

Governor.

President of the Senate.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.





