State Of Maryland
2026 Bond Initiative Fact Sheet

1. Name Of Project

Heritage Society of Essex and Middle River Museum

2. Senate Sponsor 3. House Sponsor

Metzgar

4. Jurisdiction (County or Baltimore City) [ 5. Requested Amount

Baltimore County $39,000

6. Purpose of Bond Initiative

the acquisition, planning, design, construction, expansion, repair, renovation, reconstruction,
site improvement, and capital equipping of the Heritage Society of Essex and Middle River
Museum

7. Matching Fund

Requirements: Type:

Grant

8. Special Provisions

[ ] Historical Easement [ X' ] Non-Sectarian
9. Contact Name and Title Contact Ph# | Email Address
Lisa Harlow 443.992.8642

10. Description and Purpose of Organization (Limit length to visible area)

The Mission of The Heritage Society of Essex and Middle River isto investigate, collect and
preserve the history of the Essex and Middle River areas for future generations and to support
and promote programs and projects for the good of the people of these areas. The Heritage
Society was founded in 1968 and moved into its current home in the former 1920 Fire/Police
Station in the heart of Essex in 1975. The Museum has been offering free admission and
events for the community for more than 50 years.  Our 105-year-old building is both a
museum and a gathering place, welcoming school groups, families, researchers, and residents
who want to connect with the story of our area. Asthe building ages, essential improvements
are needed to ensure that we can continue to preserve our collections and provide a safe,
welcoming, and functional public space.




11. Description and Purpose of Project (Limit length to visible area)

Our exhibits include irreplaceabl e photographs, documents, textiles, and artifacts. The
building has aging drapes and cracked window film that no longer provide adequate protectior
from sunlight or UV exposure. This puts our collections at risk of fading, deterioration, and
permanent damage. We recently started replacing blinds on the second floor, but we still have
more to finish. Having new blinds will protect historic artifacts and improve environmental
controls.  Our current refrigerator is more than 20 years old and leaking water, creating a
maintenance issue and a safety concern. A new refrigerator would ensure safe storage of food
and beverages for events. The museums existing linoleum flooring is cracked, mismatched
and worn from decades of use. Replacing it with durable luxury vinyl plank flooring will
improve safety, accessibility and aesthetics.

Round all amounts to the nearest $1,000. The totalsin Items 12 (Estimated Capital Costs) and
13 (Proposed Funding Sources) must match. The proposed funding sources must not include
the value of real property unless an equivalent value is shown under Estimated Capital Costs.

12. Estimated Capital Costs

Acquisition $5,000
Design
Construction $34,000
Equipment

Total $39,000

13. Proposed Funding Sources - (List all funding sour ces and amounts.)
Bond Bill $39,000

Total $39,000




14. Project Schedule (Enter adate or one of the following in each box. N/A, TBD or Complete)

Begin Design Complete Design | Begin Construction Complete Construction

4/15/2026 5/8/2026 5/15/2026 5/15/2027

15. Total Private Funds| 16. Current Number of People | 17. Number of Peopleto be

and Pledges Raised

Served Annually at Project Served Annually After the
Site Project is Complete

0.00

5,000 6,000

18. Other State Capital Grantsto Recipientsin the Past 15 Years

L egidlative Session

Amount Purpose

2023

$62,400 | Upgrades to Museum building including HVAC, new

19. Legal Name and Addressof Grantee | Project Address (If Different)

Heritage Society of Essex and Middle River,

Inc.
516 Eastern Blvd.
Essex, MD 21221

20. Legislative District in | 6 - Baltimore County

Which Project isLocated

21. Legal Statusof Grantee (Please Check One)

L ocal Govt. For Profit Non Profit Federal
[ ] [ ] [X] [ ]
22. Grantee L egal Representative 23. If Match Includes Real Property:
Name: LisaHarlow Has An Appraisal Yes/No
Been Done?
No
Phone: 443-992-8642

Address:

If Yes, List Appraisal Datesand Value

516 Eastern Blvd.
Essex, MD 21221




24. Impact of Project on Staffing and Operating Cost at Project Site

Current # of Proj ected # of Current Operating Projected Operating
Employees Employees Budget Budget
10 (volunteers) 10 (volunteers) 15000.00 14400.00

25. Owner ship of Property (Info Requested by Treasurer's Office for bond purposes)

A. Will the grantee own or lease (pick one) the property to beimproved? Lease

B. If owned, doesthe grantee plan to sell within 15 years?

C. Doesthe granteeintend to lease any portion of the property to others? No

D. If property is owned by grantee any space isto be leased, provide the following:

L essee

Terms of
L ease

Cost Square
Covered Footage
by L ease L eased

E. If property isleased by grantee - Provide the following:

Name of L easer Length of Optionsto Renew
Lease
Baltimore County, MD Government long-term n‘a

26. Building Squar e Footage:

Current Space GSF

8,704

Space to be Renovated GSF

4,000

New GSF

8,704




27. Year of Construction of Any Structures Proposed | 2026
for Renovation, Restoration or Conversion

28. Comments

These improvements are not cosmetic they are foundational investmentsin a historic public
asset. By funding these upgrades, the state will help ensure that the Heritage Society of Essex
and Middle River can continue to:

Preserve and share local history

Host educational programs for students

Provide a meeting space for civic and community groups

Support local tourism and economic activity

Serve as a cultural anchor for the region

This project strengthens community identity, enhances public access to history, and protects
a century old building that belongs to the people of Baltimore County.




